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A  CLEARING  HOUSE  FOR  INFORMATION. 

Assistance  to  British  Traders. 


Through  the  wide  ramifications  of  its  overseas  intelligence 
service  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  receives  a  constant 
flow  of  valuable  information  from  all  important  overseas  markets, 
covering  all  commeacial  subjects  of  interest  to  British  traders 
engaged  in  export  trade.  This  information  is  collated  i  nd  is 
sent  to  any  British  trader  likely  to  be  interested. 

Special  enquiries  are  iiistitut’^  in  response  to  direct  requests 
for  information,  if  such  informaton  is  not  already  in  the  possession 
of  the  Department. 

As  indicating  the  nature  of  the  information  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  in  a  position  to  supply,  mention  may  be  made  of  the 
following  : — Foreign  and  Colonial  contracts  open  to  tender,  and 
other  openings  for  British  trade;  existing  and  probable  future 
demand  for  specific  lines  of  British  goods ;  the  extent  and  nature 
of  cempetition  and  the  best  methods  of  meeting  it ;  usual  methods 
of  business,  terms  of  credit,  payment,  etc. ;  agency  conditions ; 
Customs  Regulations  and  Tariffs:  Regulations  covering  Commer¬ 
cial  Travellers,  Certificates  of  Origin,  etc.,  sources  of  supply, 
prices,  etc.,  of  trade  products;  Shipping  and  Transport,  etc.  The 
Department  also  supplies  lists  of  names  of  likely  importers  of 
British  goods  or  of  firms  or  individuals  considered  suitable  to  act 
as  representatives  or  agents  of  British  firms. 

CO-OPERATION  WITH  THE  COMMERCIAL  COMMUNITY. 

The  aim  of  the  Department  is  to  co-operate  as  closely  as  possible 
with  the  commercial  community  in  its  efforts  to  rebuild  and, 
where  feasible,  to  increase  its  pre-war  export  trade.  Officers  of 
the  Department,  both  from  Overseas  and  from  Headqu.arters, 
visit  periodically  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  the  industrial  centres 
of  the  Kingdom,  in  order  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  business 
men. 

FOREIGN  COMPETITION  IN  OVERSEAS  MARKETS. 

For  a  trader  successfully  to  compete  in  foreign  markets,  it  is 
necessary  that  he  should  know  the  goods  which  competitors  are 
offering.  The  Department  has,  therefore,  formed  a  very  exten¬ 
sive  collection,  which  is  being  constantly  increased,  of  sample-s  of 
foreign  competitive  goods  and  commercial  products.  Over  70.000 
such  samples  are  now  available  for  inspection  by  British  traders 


at  the  Department’s  Showrooms,  7  to  11,  Old  Bailey,  E.C.  Adver¬ 
tising  plays  a  large  part  in  export,  as  in  home  trade,  and  the 
Department  has  collected  over  16,000  foreign  trade  catalogues 
(including  German  and  Austrian)  which  may  also  be  inspected  at 
the  above  address.  The  collection  has  b^n  efficiently  indexed 
under  both  Articles  of  Manufacture  and  Names  of  Manufacturers. 

THE  BRITISH  TRADER  ABROAD. 

Repre.sentatives  of  Britisli  firms  when  travelling  abroad  can 
obtain  much  valuable  information  from  a  man  who  is  in  close 
daily  contact  with  the  commercial  life  of  the  country  concerned. 
British  firms  should,  therefore,  instruct  their  travelling 
representatives  to  call  upon  H.M.  Commercial  Diplomatic 
Officers  in  foreign  countries,  or  H.M.  Trade  Commissioners  in 
the  countries  of  the  Empire,  who  will  give  them  first-hand 
unbiassed  information,  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist 
them  in  their  business. 

FAIRS  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

The  Department  organises  Fairs  and  Exhibitions  at  which 
British  traders  have  the  opportunity  of  displaying  their  goods 
before  buyers  of  all  nations.  At  the  best-known  of  these  Fairs — 
the  British  Industries  Fair — held  during  February  and  March  of 
1920,  British  manufacturers  are  estimated  to  have  taken  orders 
amounting  to  over  £10,000,000. 

CONFIDENTIAL  INFORMATION. 

One  of  the  most  important  services  rendered  by  the  Department 
is  the  supply  of  confidential  information  regarding  trade  openings 
and  other  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest  to  manufacturers  and 
merchants.  This  is  done  chiefly  by  means  of  the  Special  Register, 
ooiiceming  which  details  are  given  below. 

APPLICATIONS. 

Any  British  trader  desiring  busiiie.ss  information  regarding 
conditions  in  any  overseas  markets,  or  upon  any  specific  point,  or 
who  desires  to  take  advantage  in  any  way  of  the  facilities  offered, 
should  communicate  with  or  apply  to: — ^Department  oI  Overseas 
Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  TRADE  IN  OVERSEAS  MARKETS. 

The  Department’s  Special  Register  Service. 


The  trader  who  has  at  his  command  a  sure  and  prompt  supply 
of  information  concerning  possible  developments  in  countries 
abroad,  or  any  other  specfiic  openings  fur  British  trade,  is  in  an 
immeasurably  more  favourable  position  for  securing  business 
than  he  who  depends  for  his  information  upon  publication  of 
the  news.  The  one  receives  a  considerable  start  in  the  com¬ 
petitive  race,  while  the  other  suffers  a  handicap  which,  in  very 
many  cases,  practically  nullifies  his.  chances  of  securing  the 
business. 

Information  of  this  kind  is  reaching  the  Department  of  Over¬ 
seas  Trade  in  increasing  volume  from  its  commercial  representa¬ 
tives  who  are  now  stationed  in  every  important  market  abroad. 
British  firms  wishing  to  make  sure  of  receiving  information  of 
interest  to  them  should  enrol  themselves  on  the  Special  Register 
of  the  Department. 

Publicity  is,  of  course,  given  in  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal  ’’ 
or  in  the  Trade  Press  to  many  of  the  reports  received  by  the 
Department.  A  great  mass  of  the  information  coming  to  the  De¬ 
partment  cannot,  however,  be  so  treated  because  of  its  confidential 
or  semi-confidential  charac^.^r.  When  a  report  relates  to  a 
^>ecific  opening  for  trade  or  to  some  other  matter  upon  which 
it  is  desirable  that  British  firms  should  have  advance  informa¬ 
tion,  it  is  sent  by  means  of  the  Special  Register  Service  to  all 
those  firms  to  which  it  is  likely  to  be  of  interest. 

The  Special  Register  comprises,  at  present,  the  names  of  some 
3,500  British  firms,  manufacturing  or  dealing  in  British  goods. 
These  firms  are  grouped  and  classified  according  to  both  the 
nature  of  the  goods  and  the  markets  in  which  they  are  interested, 
thus  facilitating  the  despatch  of  relative  information  and  avoiding 
as  far  as  possible  the  receipt  of  particulars  which  are  of  no 
interest  to  them.  At  the  same  time  it  is  thought  desirable  to  send 
the  firms  too  much  rather  than  too  little  so  as  to  ensure  that  they 
get  all  news  which  is  of  use  to  them. 

The  fee  for  admission  to  the  Special  Register  is  £2  4s.  6d.  per 
annum  and,  in  return  for  this  subscription,  the  firms  who  have 
enrolled  themselves  not  only  get  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal  ’’ 
every  week,  but  they  are  assured  of  obtaining  promptly,  by 
means  of  the  Special  Register  Series  of  confidential  circulars, 
every  report  or  item  of  news  likely  to  concern  them.  Sometimes 
these  reports  contain  advance  information  which  subsequently 
hecomes  generally  known.  Fr»ouently  they  contain  inform.ition 
which  it  is  des’red  to  keep  confidential,  so  that  British  firms  may 
■-<ap  full  benefit  from  it. 


AMOUNT  OF  INFORMATWN  SUPPLIED. 

The  amount  of  information  supplied  to  the  various  trades 
naturally  differs,  but  some  idea  of  the  aggregate  volume  of  in¬ 
formation  disseminated  through  this  Service  may  be  gained  when 
it  is  stated  that  the  average  number  of  Special  Register  circulars 
distributed  during  a  quarter  ranges  between  300  and  400. 

VALUE  OF  INFORMATION  RECEIVED. 

It  is  obviously  impossible  to  measure  in  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence,  the  value  to  British  firms  of  the  information  thus 
received.  In  cases  where  business  results,  the  actual  value  of  the 
transaction  in  question  may  be  great  or  small,  but  there  is  ample 
evidence  that  long-lasting  and  profitable  business  counexions 
frequently  owe  their  inception  to  an  initial  transaction  due  to 
information  received  through  this  Service. 

Were  it  desirable  to  do  so,  a  large  number  of  cases  oould  be 
cited  in  which  useful  and  valuable  business  has  resulted  from 
action  taken  by  British  firms  on  information  sent  to  them  through 
the  Special  Register  Service. 

QUALIFICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  United  Kingdom  firm  engaged  in  the  export  trade  supply¬ 
ing  goods  solelv  or  mainly  of  L'nited  Kingdom  production  is 
eligible  for  admission  to  the  Special  Register. 

The  Ifegister  is  not  open  to  non-Iiritish  Traders. 

As  stated  above,  the  fee  for  admission  to  the  Register  is 
£2  4s.  fid.  per  annum,  which  includes  the  annual  subscription 
to  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal." 

Those  British  firms  who  desire  their  names  to  be  included  on 
the  Special  Regi.'ter  should  communicate  with  the  Comptroller- 
General,  Dep;rtinent  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  and 
Intelligence),  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 

HANDBOOK  OF  THE  DEPART.MENT  OF  OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 

The  officers  of  the  Department  not  infrequently  come  into 
contact  with  British  traders  who  are  unaware,  or  not  fully 
aware,  of  the  information  and  assistance  which  the  Department 
can  supply  to  them.  For  this  reason  a  Handbook  has  been 
prepar^  which  gives  particulars  as  to  the  organisation  of  the 
Department  at  home  and  abroad  and  as  to  the  various  ways  in 
which  the  Department  can  help  British  export  trade.  Copies  of 
the  Handbook  can  be  obtained,  free  of  charge,  on  application  to 
the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelli¬ 
gence),  35,  Old  Queen  Stieet,  London,  S.W.l. 
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The  Board  of  Trade. 

COAL. 

WEEKLY  OUTPUT. 

Provisional  figures  for  the  weekly  tonnage  output  of 
coal  during  the  four  weeks  ended  12th  March  are  given 
below. 

The  output  of  coal  for  the  week  ended  12th  March  w'as 
4,275,800  tons,  against  4,259,000  tons  in  the  previous 
week.  For  the  coiresponding  week  in  1920  the  output 
was  4,900,640  tons. 


19th  Feb. 

26th  Feb. 

5th  Mar. 

12th  Mar. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Northumberland 

178,100 

203,400 

174,600 

210,600 

Durham 

582,200 

599,500 

620,400 

594,600 

Yorkshire 

753,800 

747,400 

764,300 

766,700 

Laucashiiv,  Cheshire, 

and  North  Wales  . . 

423,200 

416,200 

419,000 

419,400 

lierbv,  Nottingham, 

and  Leicester 

584,700 

576,800 

583,500 

591,600 

Stafford,  Shropshire, 

Warwick,  Worcester 

302,400 

356,800 

355,900 

359,000 

South  Wales  and  Mon- 

mouthshire 

050,100 

689,600 

692,200 

617.800 

( )ther  p]nglish 

Districts 

95,300 

89,.300 

94,000 

92,900 

Scotland 

048,300 

642,400 

655,100 

623,600 

Total 

4,284,100 

4,321,400 

4,2.59,000 

4,275,800 

FIFTY-TWO  WEEKS  SUMMARY. 

The  total  production  weekly  of  coal  since  13th  March, 
1920,  is  given  below: — 

1920.  1920. 

Tons.  Tons. 

March  20th  ...  4,872,642  September  25th  4,834,000 
March  27th  ...  4,879,192  October  2nd  ...  4,702,8(X) 

April  3rd  .  3,979,747  October  9th  ...  4,713,100 

.\pril  10th  .  3, .337,793  October  16th  ...  4,611,600 

April  17th  .  4,833,072  October  23rd  ...  12,500 

April  24th  .  4,989,066  October  30th  ...  4,100 

May  1st  .  4,564,564  November  6th  756.300 

May  8th  .  4,674,302  November  13th  4,775,600 

May  15th  .  4,860,668  November  20th  5,210,700 

May  22nd  .  4,830,707  November  27th  5,176,500 

May  29th  .  3,199.947  December  4th  5,176,200 

June  5th  .  4.718,183  December  11th  5,205,400 

•Tune  12th  .  4,769,824  December  18th  5. .307, 000 

June  19th  .  4,873,737  December  25th  4,541,600 

June  26th  .  4,685,524 

Julv  3rd  .  4,734,651  1921. 

July  10th  .  4.676..328  January^  let  ...  3,263,100 

July  17th  .  4,665,546  January  8th  ...  4,344,500 

July  24th  .  4,284,419  January  15th  ...  4,897,700  ' 

July  31st  .  4,565,200  January  22nd  ...  4,691,600 

.\ugust  7th  .  3,086,700  January  29th  ...  4.606,700  j 

August  14th  ...  4,595,200  Fehimary  .5th  ...  4,418,200  '■ 

.\ugust  21st  ...  4,697,200  February  12th  4,315,400  ' 

August  28th  ...  4, .590, 600  Febniary  19th  4,284,100 

September  4th  4,750.900  Febniary  26th  4,321,400 

September  11th  4.606,800  March  .5th  .  4,2.59,000 

September  18th  4.692,900  March  12th  .  4,275,800 

OUTPUT  FOR  FOUR  QUARTERS,  1920. 

M  e  give  below  the  figures  of  cx>al  output  for  the  ' 
four  quarters  of  the  past  year,  and  the  average  number  i 
of  persons  employed  during  each  quarter: —  I 


Output  Average  number  of 
Quarter  ended.  in  tons,  persons  employed. 

31st  March.  1920  .  62,103,000  ...  1,188,.500'' 

.30th  .Tune,  1920  .  58,166,000  ...  1,200,.300 

.30th  September,  1920  .59,251,000  ...  1,207,800 

.31st  December,  1920  49,775,000  ...  1,220.700 

Total  .  229,295,000  1.204. .300 


APPOINTMENT  OF  TECHNICAL  ADVISER. 
The  Secretary  for  Mines  has  appointed  Mr.  F.  H. 
Hatch.  Ph  D.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  to  be  Technical  Adviser  to 
the  Mines  Department  on  questions  relating  to  the 
metalliferous  mining  industry. 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE — continued. 

FORTHCOMING* MINING  EXAMINATIONS. 

i  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  for  Mining  Examinations 
announct‘6  that  an  Examination  for  First  and  Secoiul 
Class  Certificates  of  Competency  as  Manager  and  Under- 
Manager  of  Mince  will  be  held  on  25th  May,  1921,  at 
I  Edinburgh,  Xewcastle-upon-Tyne,  Sheffield,  Wigan, 
Cardiff  and  Birmingham. 

An  Examination  for  Certificates  of  Qualification  as 
Surveyor  of  Mines  will  be  held  at  the  same  places  on 
26th  May. 

{  Candidates  must,  on  or  before  2nd  April,  send  their 
I  names  and  state  the  district  in  which  they  are  employed 
to  the  Secretary  at  the  Mines  Department,  46,  Victoria 
Street,  London,  S.W.  1,  from  whom  all  particulars  can 
be  obtained. 

i  - 

MERCANTILE  MARINE  WAR  MEDALS. 

i  Mercantile  Marine  War  Medals  are  now  ready  for 
I  issue  to  those  persons  who  ai’e  in  possession  of  the  Form 
of  Authority  to  wear  the  Ribands,  dated  on  or  before 
31st  December,  1920.  Application  for  the  medal  must 
he  made  on  the  prescribed  form,  which  can  be  obtained 
at  any  Mercantile  Marine  Office. 

Applications  by  the  next-of-kin  or  legatees  of 
deceased  members  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  who  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  award  of  these  Medals  may  now  be  made. 
•Application  must  he  made  on  the  prescribed  form, 
which  can  be  obtained  at  any  Mercantile  Marine  Office, 
or  direct  from  the  War  Medals  Branch,  Marine  Depart 
ment,  Board  of  Trade,  Cornwall  House,  Stamford 
Street.  London,  S.E  1 

DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 

•MEASURES  TO  MEET  REDUCTION  IN  BREAD 
SUBSIDY  IN  ITALY. 

The  “  Gazzetta  Officiale  ”  of  28th  February,  pub¬ 
lishes  a  Law  (No.  145)  regarding  the  reduction  of  the 
bread  subsidy  and  the  financial  measures  to  be  taken  to 
meet  the  charges  involved  in  that  reduction.  These 
measures  include  a  wine  tax,  a  super-tax  on  incomes,  a 
special  tax  on  salaries  and  emoluments  of  company 
directors,  the  anticipation  by  one  year  of  the  payment  of 
the  tax  on  capital,  the  doubling  of  the  stamp  tax  on 
i  jewellery,  perfumery,  wine  and  mineral  waters,  etc.  The 
Government  is  also  authorised  to  fix  the  price  of  articles 
of  consumption,  payable  by  foreigners,  at  a  level 
approaching  the  rate  of  exchange  of  their  respective 
currencies  and  the  Italian  lire. 

•A  cop3'  and  translation  of  this  Law  may  be  inspected 
by  United  Kingdom  firms  interested  on  application  to  the 
Enquiry  Office  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade, 
.35.  Old  Queen  Street.  London,  S.W.  1. 

TRACTOR  TRIALS  IN  BULGARIA. 

H.,M.  Commercial  Commissioner  in  Sofia  has  for¬ 
warded  a  copy  of  the  conditions  of  entry  in  the  com¬ 
petition  for  motor  tractors  to  be  held  in  April  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Bulgarian  Ministry’  of  Transport  (see  the 
“  Joumal  ”  of  13th  January,  p.  31). 

These  conditions  may  be  consulted  on  application 
to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen 
Street,  London.  S.W.  1. 

.ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  (’ATTLE  IN 
NEW  ZEALAND. 

II.jM.  Trade  Commissioner  in  New  Zealand  has  for 
warded  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Return  of  Cattle,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  the  number  in  the  Dominion 
on  31st  January,  1920,  amounted  to  3,101,945,  as  com- 
f.ared  with  3,035,478  in  the  previous  year.  The  number 
has  steadily  increased  since  1916,  when  it  was  2,417,491 
H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  has  also  forwarded  copies 
of  recently  published  agricultural  and  pastoral  statistics 
which  may  lie  inspected  at  the  Department  of  Oversea' 
Trade  (Room  .59).  .3.5,  Old  Queen  Street,  London. 
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SIAM. 


COMMERCIAL  SITUATION. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Lyle,  C.M.G.,  H.M.  Consul-General, 
Bangkok,  has  prepared  a  lieport  on  the  Commercial 
Situation  in  Siam  at  the  close  of  last  year  (published 
by  H.M.’  Stationery  Office). 

The  Report  states  that  in  order  to  finance  the  rice 
crop  of  1918-19,  of  which  the  value  had  been  pushed 
up  to  excessive  heights  by  competition,  there  was  a 
large  expansion  in  Siamese  paper  currency.  The 
note  issue  rose  from  59  6  million  ticals  on  31st  March, 
1018,  to  113  millions  on  31st  March,  1919,  and  143‘5 
millions  in  July,  1919.  After  the  close  of  1919  there  was 
a  rapid  fall,  due  to  the  comparative  failure  of  the  rice 
crop  for  1919-20,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  an 
export  surplus.  Currency  notes  flowed  back  to  the 
Treasury  until  September  last,  by  which  date  the  paper 
issue  had  declined  to  70  million  ticals.  As  soon  as  the 
volume  of  paper  money  in  circulation  was  found  to  be 
in  excess  of  trade  requirements  the  Siamese  Treasury, 
by  agreeing  to  sell  sterling  to  the  banks  in  exchange 
for  currency,  provided  a  means  for  the  withdrawal  and 
cancellation  of  superfluous  notes.  There  is  no  iiresent 
likelihood  of  the  convertibility  of  notes  being  re-estab¬ 
lished.  The  extraordinary  rise  in  the  market  price  of 
silver  last  year  caused  considerable  inconvenience;  the 
silver  ticaJ  almost  disappeared  from  circulation  in  the 
capital.  The  Government  was  forced  to  raise  the 
theoretical  value  of  the  tical  on  three  occasions  and  the 
subsidiary  coinage  was  made  legal  tender.  In  Januarj-, 
1920,  the  fineness  of  the  subsidiary  coinage  was  reduced 
from  650,  1000  to  500  1000.  The  recent  heavy  fall  in 
silver  now  justifies  the  belief  that  the  low-standard 
coinage  will  be  recalled. 

Imports. 

The  shares  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  the  com¬ 
bined  British  Dominions  in  the  trade  of  Siam  have 
remained  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  past,  and 
the  following  table  is  of  interest: — 


Country  from 
which  imported. 

1913-14. 

1 

I91S- 

19. 

1919-20. 

In 

millions 
of  Ticals. 

Per¬ 

cent¬ 

age. 

In 

millions 
of  Ticals. 

Per¬ 

cent¬ 

age. 

In 

millions 
of  Ticals. 

Per- 

cent- 

age. 

United  Kingdom 

19-563 

21  -5 

21  -115 

20-5 

23-704 

17-1 

•Singapore 

15-518 

17-1 

15-131 

14-7 

28  -927 

20-9 

Hongkong 

14  -.528 

16-0 

19-291 

18-7 

33  -599 

24-3 

India 

9  -329 

10-3 

10 -667 

10-3: 

15  -175 

10-9 

China 

8-786 

9-7 

9-271 

8-9 

10-349 

1  *0 

United  Staten  . . 
Nethcrland 

2-882 

3.2 

6-689 

6  *5 

9-003 

6-5 

Indies  . . 

2  -695 

3-0 

4-567 

4-4 

6  -627 

4-8 

•Japan 

2-101 

2-0 

12-127 

11-8 

6-123 

4-4 

Germany.. 

■ 

6.646 

7-3 

— 

-036 

— 

In  considering  the  above  Customs  figures,  allowance 
must  be  made  for  the  fact  that  they  are  arranged  to 
reveal  commercial  exchanges  and  not  spheres  of  pro¬ 
duction.  Nevertheless,  by  assuming  that  goods  from 
Singapore  are  of  European  and  especially  of  United  King¬ 
dom  origin,  and  that  Japan,  China,  Canada,  and  the 
United  States  are  large  contributories  to  the  process 
of  distribution  which  takes  place  from  Hongkong,  a 
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lair  impression  can  be  gained  of  the  respective  shares  in 
the  trade  assignable  to  the  chief  exporting  countries. 
The  imports  into  Siam  for  the  12  months  ending  March, 
1920,  are  valued  at  ticals  138,439,074,  or  £12,272,967 
at  ticals  11‘28  to  the  £1,  an  increase  of  nearly  4^ 
millions  sterling  over  the  previous  year.  The  share 
attributed  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British 
Dominions  is  ticals  102,126,952,  or  £9,053,807.  Siam’s 
chief  imports  of  European  manufacture  are  cotton 
goods,  cotton  yarns,  metal  manufactures  and  machinery, 
cars  and  carriages,  and  paper.  Other  important  im¬ 
ports  of  greater  interest  to  adjacent  countries  of  produc¬ 
tion  are  provisions,  sugar  and  molasses,  gunny  bags 
(for  facilitatmg  the  rice  export),  petroleum  and  benzine, 
opium,  tobacco,  matches,  etc. 

Cotton  goods  and  yarns  exceed  somewhat  in  value  the 
total  import  of  the  previous  year,  though  on  making 
allowance  for  increased  prices  it  will  be  realised  that 
there  must  have  been  some  diminution  in  quantity. 
Eliminating  the  Hongkong  figures  it  is  found  that  the 
combined  supply  of  cotton  goods  and  yarns  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  Singapore,  and  India,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  all  British  in  origin,  amounted  in  value  to 
£2,352,630.  In  currency  figures  the  United  Kingdom 
direct  trade  in  cotton  goods  fell  about  three  million 
ticals  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year.  This  loss 
was  more  than  made  up  by  an  increase  of  5^  million 
ticals,  doubtless  of  British  origin,  in  the  Singapore 
total,  and  of  H  million  ticals  in  the  India  contribution. 
But  of  this  influx  some  3  3  million  ticals  w'orth  were 
subsequently  shipped  buck  to  Singapore,  and  about  one 
million  ticals  worth  to  China  and  Hongkong.  Japan’s 
share  fell  from  4-96  million  ticals  to  T05  million  ticals, 
a  difference  of  3-91  million  ticals. 

Iron,  Steel  and  Machinery. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  importation  in  these  fines 
from  the  Umted  Kingdom,  which  ceased  entirely  dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  show  encouraging  signs  of  restoration.  In 
“  Metals  of  all  kinds  in  the  rough,”  there  is  a  steady 
increase  in  the  United  Kingdom  direct  import,  whilst 
Japan  shows  a  marked  movement  in  the  reverse  direc¬ 
tion.  In  prime  movers  the  arrival  of  seven  locomotives 
is  credited  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  two  to  the 
United  States.  In  dredging  machinery  the  United  States 
alone  deserves  mention  with  a  value  of  ticals  177,014 
(£15,700)  probably  due  to  the  importation  by  the 
Siamese  Imgation  Department  of  Dragline  Excavators 
which  have  been  found  pre-eminently  suitable  to  the 
work  of  canal  construction  in  this  country.  The  United 
Kingdom  share  in  machine  tools  increased  from  a 
merely  nominal  sum  to  ticals  49,200  (£4,360),  but  failed 
to  overtake  the  United  States  at  ticals  73,728  (£6,536). 
For  the  year  ended  March,  1914,  the  United  Kingdom 
provided  52,620  ticals  worth  (£4,047)  of  machine  tools 
out  of  a  total  import  of  ticals  59,918  (£4,609).  The 
sewing  machine  import  was  nearly  all  directly  British 
at  ticals  155,535  (£13,788)  out  of  a  total  of  ticals  175,849. 
In  machine  belting  there  was  a  general  decline, 
though  the  United  Kingdom  still  retained  four-fifths  of 
this  business  at  ticals  247,588  (£21,949).  Other  branches 
of  metal  manufactures  in  which  the  United  Kingdom 
proportion  showed  satisfactory  increases  were  bars  and 
sections,  sheets  and  plates,  galvanised  sheets  (from  nil 
to  ticals  440,363  or  £39,039),  wire  and  manufactures 
thereof,  screws  and  rivets,  cutlery  and  tools,  and  rail¬ 
road  material.  In  most  of  the  items  here  enumerated 
corresponding  decreases  occun-ed  in  the  shares  of  Japan 
and  the  United  States,  save  that  Japan,  with  142,285 
kilos,  valued  a't  ticals  210,216  (£18,6361,  doubled  hei 
quantity  of  enamelled  goods  as  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  and  the  United  States  partook  of  the  general 
increase  in  sheets  and  plates,  screws  and  rivets,  rail¬ 
road  material,  and  cutlery  and  tools. 

General  Prospects  of  British  Trade. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  loss  caused  to  Siam  by  t’ne 
partial  failure  of  the  1919-20  harvest  will  be  reflected 
in  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  absorb  the  imports 
w  hich  the  resumption  of  buying  orders  late  in  1919  will 
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have  brought  forward,  and  a  close  examination  of  the 
trade  figures  for  January-October,  192U,  would  prob¬ 
ably  confirm  this.  The  ab^nce  of  an  exportable  medium 
to  balance  by  its  sale  the  purchase  of  imports  is  bound 
to  have  its  effect,  and  tight  money  and  a  stagnant 
market  seem  inevitable  in  the  near  future.  There  is  at 
the  moment,  however,  no  marked  depression  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  rice  mills  of  this  port  have  been  idle 
for  several  months,  but  rather  a  hope  that  the  phase 
of  inactivity  will  be  merely  temporary,  and  that  the 
situation  will  be  saved  by  a  moderately  good  rice  crop 
for  the  1920-21  export  season,  and  by  good  prices  which 
the  scarcity  in  North  China  will  help  to  create. 

So  far  as  imports  are  concerned,  the  figures  given  in 
Appendix  II  to  the  Iteport  are  a  most  hopeful  augury^ 
of  the  restoration  of  the  British  share  in  supplying 
Siam’s  needs.  In  terms  of  currency  Siam’s  1919-20 
imports,  at  ticaJs  138  millions,  exceed  those  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  by  ticals  35  millions;  for  the  same  period  the 
imports  from  Great  Britain  and  the  British  Dominions 
amounted  to  ticals  102  millions.  This  latter  figure 
itself  exceeds  the  British  total  for  the  previous  year  by 
ticals  35  millions,  or  31  millions  if  “  Opium  ”  be 
eliminated.  It  seems  arguable,  therefore,  that  the 
gain  in  the  value  of  Siam’s  trade  for  1919-20  is  practic¬ 
ally  entirely  that  of  Great  Britain  and  the  British 
Dominions.  In  all  branches  of  manufacture,  whether 
in  hard  or  soft  ware,  there  is  a  willingness  to  have 
recourse  to  British  goods  if  British  goods  can  be 
obtained,  and  in  many  cases  the  recovery  of  ordem  is 
restricted  only  by  the  inability  of  import  houses  to 
hold  out  a  reasonable  prospect  of  delivery. 


IMPERIAL  SHIPPING  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  ON  BILLS  OF  LADING. 

The  Report  of  the  Imperial  Shipping  Committee  on 
the  Limitation  of  Shipowners’  Liability  by  Clauses  in 
Bills  of  Lading  is  now  being  published  as  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Command  Paper  (No.  1205,  Price  8d. 
nett).  The  Report,  which  is  signed  by  Sir  H.  J. 
Mackinder,  M.P.  (Chairman)  and  all  the  members 
of  the  Committee,  is  unanimous  and  without 
any  reservation  and  it  recommends  uniform  legisla¬ 
tion  throughout  the  Empire  on  the  lines  of  the  existing 
Acts  in  Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  but  based 
more  precisely  on  the  Canadian  Water  Cairiage  of 
Goods  Act,  1910,  which  follows  closely  the  United  States 
Harter  Act,  1893,  subject  to  provision  being  made  in 
such  legislation  for  (i)  the  exclusion  of  exceptional  cases 
in  which  goods  can  properly  be  allowed  to  be  carried  at 
owner’s  risk;  (ii)  the  precise  definition  of  the  physical 
limits  to  the  scope  of  the  shipowners’  liability;  and  (iii) 
the  fixing  of  maximum  monetary  limits  to  that  liability. 
The  Report  deals  with  the  possible  methods  of  deter¬ 
mining  such  exceptions  and  limits,  and  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  proposes  the  establishment  of  a  special  body  common 
to  the  Empire,  and  indicates  other  functions  which 
might  be  attached  to  such  a  body.  The  full  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  functions,  constitution  and  powers  of  such 
a  body  are  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  later  Report. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  reference  of  the  Ccxn- 
mittee  the  Report  has  been  addressed  jointly  to  the 
Prime  Minister  in  this  country  and  to  the  Prime 
Ministers  of  each  of  the  self-governing  Dominions,  also 
to  Mr.  Churchill  in  respect  of  the  Crown  Colonies  and 
Protectorates,  and  to  Mr.  Montagu  in  respect  of  India. 
As  it  was  desirable  to  issue  the  Report  in  this  country 
without  great  delay  a  telegram. was  sent  by  the  Colonial 
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Office  to  the  Governors-General  of  each  of  the  Dominions 
asking  the  consent  of  their  Governments  to  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Report  here  on  16th  March ;  at  the  same 
time  it  was  suggested  tliat  should  the  Government  agi'ee 
to  the  above  a  summary  of  the  Report  as  communicated 
in  the  telegram,  and  very  much  as  given  above,  should 
be  published  in  the  Dominions  on  the  same  day.  No 
objections  to  these  proposals  were  received. 


Notes  on  Trade. 


{While  every  care  is  exercised  to  ensure  the  accuracy  of 
any  explanatory  articles  or  notes  relating  to  Acts,  Itegula- 
tions,  Orders,  etc.,  published  in  the  “Journal,"  it  must  be 
understood  that  such  explanations  are  necessarily  in  the 
nature  of  summaries,  and  cannot  be  quoted  as  authoritative 
legal  interpretations  of  the  text  of  the  documents  them¬ 
selves.] 

FINNISH  ENQINEBRINQ  STUDENTS  TO 
COMPLETE  STUDIES  IN  GERMANY. 

It  is  announced  in  the  Finnish  press  that  arrange¬ 
ments  are  being  made  to  send  some  ten  young  engineer¬ 
ing  students,  who  have  completed  their  course  in  the 
Technical  High  School  at  Helsingfors,  to  Germany  in 
order  that  they  may  make  themselves  familiar  with  the 
latest  developments  in  the  big  industrial  establishments 
of  tliat  countoy.  Each  student  is  to  stay  about  a  year  in 
Germany,  .and  the  firme  of  Siemem  and  Halske  and 
Voigt’s  Turbine  factory  are  mentioned  as  those  to  which 
the  students  will  be  attached.  A  sum  of  100,000  marks  is 
provided  in  the  budget  for  defraying  the  initial  expenses 
of  the  scheme. 


FRENCH  GLASS  INDUSTRY. 

A  company  formed  in  Paris  under  the  style  of  the 
Compagnie  Industrielle  des  Verreries  a  Vitre,  with  a 
capital  of  14,900,000  francs,  is  building  large  works  at 
Cussett,  in  the  Allier,  which,  states  the  “  Journal 
Industrielle,”  will  be  the  most  important  in  Europe 
for  the  manufacture  of  window-glass  by  the  Fourcault 
process.  The  works  are  to  be  constructed  on  the  sit(^ 
of  the  Cussett  bottle  works,  which  during  the  war  were 
converted  into  steel  works  by  the  Acieries  et  Forges 
de  Firminy.  11  is  hoped  that  the  works  will  be  ready  in 
October  next. 

The  Society  Industrielle  is  stated  to  have  a  consider¬ 
able  interest  in  the  new  ooncem,  which  has  absorbed  the 
Verreries  Valentin  Mesiner  at  Saint-Elienne, 

The  new  company  has  also  acquired  the  works  at 
Aniche  (Nord)  belonging  to  the  Society  Industrielle  de 
Verrerie,  which  were  partially  destroyed  during  the  war 
and  sub^quenily  rebuilt. 


PROTECTION  OF  INDUSTRIAL  PROPERTY 
IN  MOROCCO  (FRENCH  ZONE). 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Industrial  Pro¬ 
perty  Office,  Rabat,  stating  that  very  few  applications 
for  patents,  designs  or  trade  marks  in  Morocco  (French 
Zone)  are  being  deposited  by  British  traders  and  manu¬ 
facturers. 

The  letter  further  states  that  if  protection  in  Morocco 
(French  Zone)  is  desired  it  is  essential  that  registra¬ 
tion  should  be  effected  in  the  Industrial  Property  Office 
at  Rabat,  and  suggests  that  it  is  in  the  interests  of 
British  traders  and  manufacturers  to  effect  such  regis¬ 
tration  because  the  country  is  in  full  development  and 
constitutes  a  good  field  of  action. 

Printed  extracts  from  the  laws  relating  to  Industrial 
Propeity  in  force  in  Morocco  (French  Zone)  can  be 
inspected  in  the  Patent  Office  Library,  25,  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.  2. 
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THE  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  IN  CUBA. 

H.M.  Minister  at  Havana,  has  forwarded  a  copy  and 
translation  of  a  Law,  which  provides  for  the  further  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  nnoratorium  (see  the  “  -Journal  ”  of  24th 
Februry,  i)p.  219-220). 

In  the  ease  of  bills  of  exchange  and  similar  obliga¬ 
tions  the  extension  is  for  a  period  of  13o  days  from  31st 
January,  during  which  they  have  to  be  met  on  a  scale 
ranging  from  15  per  cent,  within  15  days  to  35  per  cent, 
within  105  days.  The  period  granted  for  the  repayment 
of  deposits  by  the  banks  is  also  135  days,  but  the  scale 
ranges  from  15  to  25  per  cent. 

An  important  exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  obli¬ 
gations  connected  wdth  the  financing  of  the  sugar  crop, 
which  are  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  this  Law,  and 
must  therefore  be  met  in  full  on  maturity. 

Two  other  measures  have  also  been  passed  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  banking  situation,  states  H.M.  Minister. 
The  first  of  these  laws  provides  machinery  for  the 
liquidation  of  such  banks  as  fail  to  meet  their  obligations 
under  the  Moratorium  Law.  It  is  understood  that  the 
provisions  of  this  Law  are  based  on  those  of  the 
American  bankruptcy  laws.  The  second  Law  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  recommend 
changes  in  the  banking  laws. 

As  no  paj’ments  had  to  be  made  until  mid  February, 
it  was  too  early  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  pros 
pects  of  the  banks  most  deeply  involvtil  in  the  present 
crisis,  adds  H.M.  Minister.  It  was  also  impossible  to 
state  to  what  extent  the  general  economic  situation  was 
being  affected.  Much  depended  on  the  price  of  sugar 
during  the  next  few  months,  and  the  result  of  the  com¬ 
ing  sugar  crop.  So  far,  neither  of  these  two  factors 
offered  much  ground  for  optimism.  Prices  had  con¬ 
tinued  weak,  and  owing  to  unfavourable  weather,  want 
of  money  and  scarcity  of  labour,  the  work  of  grinding 
was  very  much  behind  hand  in  most  mills.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  believed  by  many  that  there  was 
still  plenty  of  money  in  the  country,  and  that  a  bad 
year  could  be  faced  without  disaster. 

Note. — Both  of  the  documents  referred  to  above  may 
be  inspected  at  the  Enquiry  Office  of  the  Department 
of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  Westminster, 
S.W.  1. 


Exhibitions  and  Fairs. 


FOREIGN  SAMPLES  EXHIBITION  AT 
BRISTOL. 

The  Exhibition  of  Foreign  Samples  held  in  the 
Colston  Hall,  Bristol,  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day,  14th,  15th  and  16th  March,  was  visited  by  a  large 
number  of  firms  from  Bristol  and  the  surrounding  dis¬ 
trict,  and  created  considerable  commercial  interest. 

The  Samples  on  view  covered  a  wide  range  and  em¬ 
braced  most  of  the  miscellaneous  manufactures  of  Bristol 
and  the  adjacent  towns.  In  addition,  a  comprehensive 
collection  of  Foreign  Trade  Catalogues  was  available  for 
the  inspection  of  manufacturers,  and  proved  a  very  valu¬ 
able  complement  to  the  Sample  exhibits. 

Bristol  firms  are  suffering  acutely  from  the  present 
slump  in  trade,  and  manufacturers,  who  were  keenly 
on  the  look  out  for  possible  new  openings  abroad  for 
their  goods,  found  much  to  interest  them.  A  large 
number  of  enquiries  relating  to  the  export  trade  and 
conditions  prevailing  in  overseas  markets  was  received, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Exhibition  manj'  samples 
and  catalogues  of  boots  and  shoes,  pottery,  stationery, 
brushware,  electrical  goods,  made-up  cotton  goods,  and 
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galvanised  hollow-ware,  were  loaned  to  manufacturers 
for  more  detailed  examination  at  their  works. 

The  Exhibition  was  extremely  welcome,  and  a  number 
of  firms  expressed  the  desire  that  furtheir  Foreign 
Sample  Exhibitions  should  be  held  in  the  town  in  the 
near  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the  export  trade  of 
Bristol  will  materially  benefit  as  a  result  of  the 
Exhibition. 


PRAGUE  AGRICULTURAL  EXHIBITION. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  is  informed  that 
an  Agricultural  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  Prague  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Czecho-Slovak  Agricultural  Union 
between  12th  and  17th  May  of  this  year. 

It  will  be  the  first  Exhibition  of  this  kind  to  be  held 
in  the  State.  The  exhibits  will  include  agriculture  and 
forestry  and  all  machinery  and  appliances  appertaining 
to  this  industry.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  will  also 
demonstrate  its  scientific  research  department,  and 
many  agricultural  colleges  and  societies  will  be  repre¬ 
sented.  The  Forestry  Section  is  expected  to  be  specially 
prominent,  the  exhibits  including  means  of  preserving 
game.  All  kinds  of  live  stock  will  be  shown,  and  in  the 
Agricultural  Industry  Section  there  will  be  exhibits  of 
sugar  refining,  distilling,  brewing,  and  fruit  preservation. 

Applications  for  information  and  entry  should  be 
addressed  to  The  Czecho-Slovak  Agricultural  Union, 
Praha  2,  Vodickova  Ul,  38,  Czecho-Slovak  Republic. 

SHOE  EXHIBITION  AT  BOSTON, 
MASS.,  U.S.A. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  is  informed  that 
the  Second  Annual  International  Exposition  and  Style 
Show  has  been  fixed  for  11th  to  14th  July.  The  Exhi¬ 
bition  is  organised  by  the  International  Shoe  and 
Leather  Exposition  and  Style  Show,  Incorporated,  and 
is  stated  to  have  enjoyed  a  considerable  success  last 
year.  The  Exhibition  includes  leather,  boots  and  shoes, 
shoe  ana  leather  machinery,  boot  and  shoe  findings, 
lasts,  patterns  and  various  other  collateral  manu¬ 
factures.  A  demonstration  of  styles  with  the  aid  of 
living  models  and  artistic  accessories  will  be  a  special 
feature  of  the  Show.  Participaition  in  the  Show  is 
international. 

Enquiries  as  to  space,  hotel  accommodation  and  other 
particulars  should  be  addressed  to:  Mr.  C.  Campbell, 
General  Manager,  International  Shoe  and  Leather  Style 
Sh'ow  Leather  Incorporated,  5,  Park  Street,  Boston, 
Mass.,  U.S  A. 

RIGA  EXHIBITION. 

With  regard  to  the  International  Exhibition  of  Agri¬ 
cultural  Machinery  and  Products  at  Riga,  the  dates  for 
which  are  given  as  either  15th  July  to  1st  October  or 
1st  August  to  15th  October,  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade  is  informed  that  the  Exhibition  will  be  divided 
ino  five  main  Sections,  viz.:  Agricultural,  Industrial, 
Small  Goods,  Economics  and  Statistical  Section, 
Administration. 

The  Agricultural  Section  includes  agricultural 
machinery  and  implements,  machines  for  working  up 
agricultural  products,  seeds,  plants,  gardening,  cattle 
bneding,  dairying,  poultry,  fishery  and  aviculture. 
The  Industrial  Section  will  include  forestry  and  timber, 
mechanical  preparation  of  timber,  ship  and  boat  build¬ 
ing.  chemical  wood  preparation,  forest  clearing  devices, 
exploitation  of  natural  resources  (water  and  wind 
power)  and  chemical  industry.  The  third  section  will 
include  housf^hold  articles,  works  of  art,  educational 
matter  and  books. 


326 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL. 


March  24,  1921, 


EXHIBITIONS  AND  continued. 


FORTHCOMING  FAIRS. 


Ihtebnattonal  Building  Trades  Exhibition — 

Ulympia,  April.  Apply,  Directors,  43,  Essex  Htroet, 
Strand,  W.C.2. 

Dbapkby  Textile  and  Women’s  Weab  Exhibition — 

Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  April  4th-16th.  Apply  to  : — 
International  Trade  Exhibitione,  Eid-,  Broad  Street 
House,  New  Broad  Street,  Loudon,  E.C.2. 

Wholesale  Eurnitdre  Trades  Exhibition — 

White  City,  London,  April  5th-15th.  Organising 
Manager,  Mr.  G.  D.  Smith,  119,  Finsbury  Pavement, 
Loudon,  E.C.2. 

Glasgow  Bakehs’,  Grocers’,  Confectioners’  and  Allibb 
Trades  Exhibition — 

Kelvin  Hall,  April  5th-15th. 

Photographic  Fair — 

Horticultural  Hall,  April  15th-23rd.  Apply  to  Secretary, 
Sicilian  House,  Southampton  Bow,  W.C.l. 

6th  International  Printing,  Paper,  and  Allied  Trades 
Exhibition — 

Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  April  30th-May  14th. 
Apply  to: — Mr.  F.  W.  Bridges,  Organising  Manager, 
36-58,  Whitefriars  Street,  London,  E.C.  4. 

Manchester  Business  Efficiency  Exhibition — 

May  31st-June  11th.  Apply  to: — Secretary,  60,  Com 
E.xchange  Buildings,  Fennel  Street,  Manchester. 
International  Kubker  Exhibition — 

Ivondon,  June,  Royal  Agricultural  Hall.  Apply  to  : — 

Mr.  H.  G.  Montgomery,  43,  Elasex  Street,  Strand,  W.C.2. 
22nd  Annual  Chemists’  Exhibition — 

Central  Hall,  Westminster,  S.W.  1,  June  20th-34th. 
Apply  to:  “British  and  Colonial  Pharmacist,”  194-200, 
Bisnopsgate,  London,  E.C. 2. 

London  Fair  and  Market — 

Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  July  4th-15th.  Apply  to  : — 
International  Trade  Exhibitions,  Ltd^  Broad  Street 
House.  New  Broad  Street.  Ijondon.  E.G.2. 

Confectioners’  a.vu  Bakers’  Exhibition — 

Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  September  3rd-9th. 
Apply  to: — 31,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C. 4. 
Bhippino.  R.noineerino  and  Mackinkby  Exhibition. — 

Olympia,  September  7th-28th.  Apply  to: — Mr.  F.  V  .  ! 

Bridges.  Exhibition  Offices,  36-38,  Whitefriars  Street, 
London,  E.C.  4. 

Grocers’  Exhibition — 

Royal  Agricu'tural  Hall,  Islington,  September  17th-23rd. 
Apply  to: — 31,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.4. 
British  Textiie-;  Exhibition — 

Crystal  Palace,  London,  September  to  October.  Apply 
to: — General  Manager,  Crystal  Palace,  London,  S.E.10. 
11th  London  Medical  Exhibition — 

Central  H.all,  Westminster,  S.W.l,  October  3rd-7th. 
Apply  to:  “British  and  Colonial  Pharmacist,”  194-aOO. 
Bishopsgate,  London,  E.C. 2. 

International  Shoe  and  Leather  Fair — 

Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  October  3rd-8th.  Apply 
te : — Manager.  “Shoe  and  Leather  Record,”  40,  Finabory 
Sonars.  Ixindon.  E.C. 2. 

Fifth  International  Commercial  Motor  Exhibition — 

O'vmpia,  London,  October  14th-22nd.  Apply  to:  — 
Exhibition  Manager.  Society  of  Motor  M.Tonfactnrere 
and  Traders,  TJd.,  83.  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.l. 

15th  Intern ♦tton at  Motor  Exhiftttov — 

Olympia  and  White  Citv,  London,  November  4tb-12th. 
Apply  to  : — Exhibition  Manager,  Society  of  Motor  Manu¬ 
facturers  and  Traders,  Ltd.,  83,  Pall  Mall,  London, 
S.W.  1. 

Cycle  and  Motor  Cvcte,  Show — 

Olvmpia  Txmdon.  November  25tb-December  3rd,  1921. 
Apply  to: — General  Manager,  British  Cycle  and  Motor¬ 
cycle  Manufacturers’  and  Traders’  Union,  Ltd.,  The 
Towers,  Warwick  Road,  Coventry. 


OVERSEAS. 

South  African  Exhtrition — 

Pnleis  Voor  Volksvlivt.  Amsterdam.  March  IPth-April 
10th.  Agricultural,  dairy  and  mining  implements  and 
industrial  machinery.  Charges  for  space.  Ss.,  7s.,  and 
6.a  per  sp.  foot  on  ground  floor  and  lower  and  upper 
galleries  respectively.  Apnlv  to : — ^tr.  F.  W.  Bridges, 
36-38.  Whitefriars  Street,  London,  E.C. 4. 

Witwatfrsrand  Agricultural  Show  (including  Machinery  and 
Motor  Sectional — 

March  23rd-28th. 

Zurich  Horaivo  and  Fernitube  Exhibition — 

March  and  April. 

Intebnattonat.  Aoricut.tural  Machtnebt  Fthibittov — 

T.eTida.  Spain,  April  Ist-lOth.  Address  : — Urgel,  187. 
Barcelona. 

Bbussils  foMWFprTAt  Fair  f TnternattonalI — 

April  4tb-2t»th  Apply  to: — Foire  Commereiale  Bruxelles. 
rSraTi«l  Place  10  BriiTellee. 

Milan  Anvttat  Samptrs  Fair — 

April  1?ib.{?7th.  Apply  : — Administration,  20,  Vide. 
Venezia,  Milan. 


EXHIBITIONS  AND  T MRS— continued. 


Basle  Sample  Fair— 

April  16th-26th.  (Swiaa  only.) 

Aloebian  Agricultural  Fair — 

April  16th-May  8th.  Motor  Cars,  Tractors,  Agricul¬ 
tural  Machinery,  Agricultural  Chemical  Products.  Charge 
for  space:  15  francs  per  sijuare  metre.  Apply  to: — M. 
Celestin  Granier,  Commissaire  General,  4,  Rue  Mar6chal, 
Bosquet,  Algiers. 

Ghent  International  Abchitectural  and  Building  Exhibi¬ 
tion— 

April  16th-June  14th.  Apply  to : — ^Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee,  No.  15,  Coupure,  Ghent. 

Netherlands  Druggists’  Exhibition  (I.ntebnational) — 
Amsterdam,  April  18th-22iid. 

Babcelona  Sample  Fair  (International) — 

April  20th-30th.  Apply  to: — Feria  de  Muestras,. 
Fernando  30,  Barcelona.  Autumn  Fair,  September  1st- 
10th. 

Turin  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Exhibition — 

May.  Apply  to: — Societe  Royale  Horto- Agricole  du 
Piemont,  Turin. 

International  Confectionery  Exhibition — 

Paleis  Voor  Volksvliyt,  Amsterdam.  May  4th-June  Ist. 
Buenos  Aires — 

International  Dairying  Exhibition,  May  8th  27th.  Apply 
to : — The  Manager,  Argentine  Rural  Society,  Sarmiento 
834,  Buenos  Aires. 

Paris  Fair — 

May  10th-25th.  Apply  to: — Comit4  de  la  Foire,  8,  Place 
de  I'a  Bourse,  Paris. 

Prague  Aoricuttitral  Show — 

Mav  ]2th-17th.  .Apply  to: — Czecho-Slovak  Agricultural 
Union  Praha  ii,  Vo  ickova  ul.  38,  Czeclio-Slovak 
Republic. 

Pbaoue  Auiomohile  Exhibition — 

May  28th-June  5th.  (Cars,  tractors,  motor  bicyclee  and 
accessories.)  Enquiries  should  be  addressed  to: — The 
Commercial  Attache,  Czecho-Slovak  Legation,  8, 
Grosvenor  Place,  I.A)ndon,  S.W.l. 

Reykjavik  Aoricuitural  Exhibition — 

June.  Agricultural  Machinery  and  Implements.  Apply 
to: — Icelandic  Agricultural  Society,  Reykjavik,  Iceland. 
Lima  Centenary  Cfi  pbration — 

International  Tr.nde  Exhibition.  June  Ist-Gctntier  31st. 
Charge  for  s  ace,  £1  per  square  foot.  Apply  to:— 
Messrs.  Brown  Shiplev  cand  Co.  (London  Agents), 
Founders  Court,  E.C.  2. 

Padua  Sampie  Fair — 

June  lst-15th. 

Bordeaux  Sample  Fair  (International) — 

June  15th-30th.  Apply  to  : — Foire  de  Bordeaux,  7.  roe 
dn  Man^chal-Toffrp.  Bordeaux. 

Boston  Shoe  and  Leather  Show — 

July  nth  14t'i.  Apply  fo: — Mr.  Chester,  T.  Campbell, 
National  Shoe  and  Leather  Expos'tion,  Inc.  5,  I’ark 
Square,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

Lucerne.  British  Dominions  Products  Exhibition — 

Probable  dates,  July  15th-Septemher  30th. 

Luxemburg  Agricultural  Sample  Exhibition — 

September  (approx.).  Apply  to: — Moiis.  B.  Clasen, 
I’Exposition  Agricole,  d’Echantillons,  Avenue  Montierey, 
Luxemburg 
Utrecht  Fair — 

September  6th-16th.  (All  manufactured  goods,  and  inter¬ 
national) 

Lausanne  Aoricui.ture  and  Food  Products  Fair — 
September  lCth-25th.  (Swiss  only.) 

Paris  Motor  Show — 

Grand  P.alais.  October.  Applv : — Administration  de 
I’Exposition  Internationale  de  rAutomohile,  51,  Rue 
Pergol^‘se,  Paris. 

Nbtherland  East  Indian  Fair — 

September  19th-0ctober  9th.  1921.  Apply  to: — Chamber 
of  Commerce  (N.E.I.),  38,  Dover  Street,  W.l. 
Nethebland  East  Indies  International  Tea  Exhibition- 

Bandoeng,  Java,  May  6th-2l8t,  1922.  Secretary, 

Dr.  J.  J.  B  Souss,  Tea  Experimental  Station,  Bniteo- 
zorg,  near  Batavia,  Java. 


TRADE  TOURS 

Trade  Tonrs  are  nnder  organisation  by  the  Department  Of 
Overseas  Trade,  as  follows  : — 

To  the  British  Dominions,  leaving  this  year. 

To  Sonth  America  I 

To  Far  East  >-  To  follow. 

To  United  States  I 

Full  particulars  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Depsrtment 
of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.l 

[Note. — Tho  above  list  is  not  intended  to  include  all  forth¬ 
coming  Fairs  and  Exhibitions  tlirongboiit  the  world,  but 
only  to  cover  .some  of  the  more  important  ones,  especially 
those  of  interest  to  the  Bri+tch  manufacturer.  Information 
regarding  Exhibitions  and  Fairs  other  than  those  mentioned 
above  mav  he  obtained  on  application  to  the  Exhibitions  and 
Fairs  Division.  Deoartment  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old 
Queen  Street,  London.  S.W.  I.) 
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Imperial  and  Foreign 
Trade. 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

FHDKUATED  MAI  AY  STATES. 

RUBBER  EXPORTS,  JANUARY-FEBRUARY. 

An  oHicial  cablegram  from  Kuala  Lumpur  states  that  the 
export  of  plantation  rubber  from  the  FcKlerated  Malay  States 
in  the  month  of  February  amounted  to  6,091  tons,  as  .against 
7,08o  tons  in  January,  and  9,781  tons  in  the  corresponding 
month  last  year.  The  total  export  to  the  end  of  February 
was  13,176  tons,  against  20,900  tons  in  1920,  and  17,972  tons 
in  1919. 


STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 


RUBBER  EXPORTS,  JANUARY-FEBRUARY. 

It  is  announced  by  official  cablegram  from  Singapore  that 
.'i.Sld  tons  of  rubber  were  exported  from  Straits  Settlements 
ports  ill  the  month  of  February,  as  compared  with  5,809  tons 
in  January,  and  17,379  tons  in  the  eorresponding  month  last 
year.  Transhi[)ment.s  amounted  to  1,958  tons.  Totals  to  end 
of  February,  1921,  11,622  tons;  1920,  30,504  tons;  1919,  30,06-5 
tons. 

These  figures  include  transhipments  of  rubber  from  various 
places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  such 
as  Romeo,  Java,  Sumatra,  and  the  non-Federated  Malay 
States,  as  well  as  rubber  actually  exported  from  the  Colony, 
but  do  not  include  rubber  exports  from  the  Federated  Malay 
.States. 


SOUTH-WEST  AFRICA. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENTS. 

South-West  Africa  Protectorate,  which  is  administered 
by  the  Union  Government,  has  experienced  a  period  of  in- 
ci eased  trade  activity  since  the  war.  It  is  possible  from 
information  and  figures  given  by  Sir  William  Hoy,  in  the 
Annual  Heiiort  of  the  Union  Railway  Administration  for  the 
official  year  1919-20,  to  indicate  in  what  directions  progress 
is  being  made. 

The  increase  in  trade  was  most  marked  in  the  early  months 
of  1919,  duo  to  preparations  made  by  local  firms  at  ihe  con¬ 
clusion  (if  pcac(‘  for  the  development  of  existing  businesses, 
and  the  establishment  of  new  undertakings.  There  was  a 
temporary  lull  in  business  owing  to  the  rejiatriation  of 
German  officials  and  certain  residents,  hut  since  then  there 
has  been  a  steady  improvement.  The  German  residents  are 
rajiidly  settling  down  to  development  work,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  influx  of  Union  farmers  and  busine.ss  people  has  helpi'd 
to  stimulate  trade  activity. 

Industrial  Activity. 

There  was  restriction  in  the  exportation  of  copper,  owing 
to  the  .scarcity  of  transport,  but  the  opening  of  the  country 
for  prosp(Hting  from  1st  March,  1920,  has  resulted  in  con¬ 
siderable  activity  in  this  respect.  Copper  has  been  found  at 
Kaokoveld,  and  galena  and  silver  in  the  Kalkfontein  district. 
Discoveries  of  tin  and  iron  are  reported  from  the  Usakos 
district,  and  of  oil  shales  from  the  Gilieon  district.  There 
the  year.  .An  increase  in  the  out]nit  of  marble  is  indicated, 
are  signs  of  sound  development  in  salt,  marble,  and  tin  ore. 
Some  948  tons  of  salt  were  handled  by  the  railways  during 
particularly  in  the  Karibib  district,  from  whence  25  tons  of 
dressed  stone  was  consigned  to  local  stations,  and  331  tons  of 
rough  stone  to  the  Union.  Tin  mines  are  handicapped  by 
lark  of  machinery,  hut  the  output  has  increased  considerably. 

Three  furniture  factories  have  been  established  at  Omaruru 
from  which  thirty  tons  of  furniture  were  despatched  during 
the  year.  Canning  and  bacon-curing  industries  have  bcH'n 
established  at  Okahandja. 

Traffic  to  the  T'nion  in  hides,  skins,  wool,  and  mohair,  in¬ 
creased  considerably,  and  increases  were  noted  in  traffic  from 
the  Union  in  agricultural  machinery,  motor  cars,  and  oil  fuel. 

Developments  are  possible  in  the  dairying  industry. 
During  the  severe  droucht  and  shortage  in  the  Union,  63  tons 
of  butter  were  despatched  from  the  Protectorate.  Already 
sufficient  dairy  produce,  including  cheese  of  good  quality,  is 
manufacturcHl  for  local  consumption,  but  the  industry  is 
capable  of  extension,  particularly  in  the  districts  of  Oka- 
bandja.  Okasise,  AVindhuk,  Reboboth,  and  Gibixm,  and  the 
country  served  by  the  Otavi  narrow-gauge  railway. 
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A  small  cold-storage  plant  in  connection  with  meat  export 
is  commencing  operations  at  Okahandja,  and  indications 
appear  to  point  to  extensive  developments  in  the  near  future 
in  the  establishment  of  large  freezing  and  cold-storage  plants 
for  dealing  with  meat  for  export. 

A  small  factory  for  the  canning  of  fruit  and  vegetables  has 
been  established  at  Osona. 


Commerce  and  Agriculture. 


From  information  available  it  would  appear  that  the 
I  business  community  of  the  Protectorate  is  developing  on 
I  sound  lines.  Connections  are  being  opened  up  with  Union 
I  firms  and  British  houses,  and  in  some  cases  with  German 
houses.  Union  banks  have  considerably  increased  their 
branches  in  the  Protectorate. 

There  is  every  indication  of  development  in  agriculture 
and  stock  raising.  Protectorate  stock  is  reported  to  find  a 
ready  market  at  top  prices,  and  a  few  importations  of 
pedigree  stock  have  been  made  into  the  country.  The  Rail¬ 
way  Admini.stration  is  taking  .steps  to  improve  handling 
facilities  and  the  transit  of  st<Kk  as  far  as  present  condi¬ 
tions  will  permit. 


EUROPE. 


FINLAND. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  1920. 

(From  11. M.  Consul.) 

Helsingfors. 


The  total  fonugn  trade  of  Finland  in  the  year  1920 
rc'sulted  in  an  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  but,  on  the 
w  hole,  shows  a  vast  improvement  as  compared  w  ith  the  year 
Iflll),  w  hen  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  was  more  than 
21  times  greater  than  in  1920. 

The  total  value  of  imports  during  the  year  amounted  to 
3,620-3  million  F.  marks,  again.st  2,-509-9  million  F.  marks 
in  1919.  In  December,  1920,  the  imports  amounted  to  383-3 
million  F.  marks,  as  compared  with  345-1  million  F.  mark.s 
in  the  preceding  month,  and  368-9  million  F,  marks  in 
Decembc'r,  1919. 

In  1920  the  total  value  of  exports  amounted  to  2,906-6 
million  F.  marks,  against  only  880-4  million  F.  marks  in 
1919,  showing  an  increase  of  no  less  than  1,729-5  million  F. 
marks.  For  Decemlier  the  exports  amounted  in  value  to  258- 1 
million  F.  marks,  against  336-4  million  F.  marks  in  the 
previous  month,  and  146-7  million  F.  mark.s  in  D(3cember, 
1919. 


It  would  thus  appear  that  the  w  hole  trade  for  1920  attained 
the  following  results;  — 


1920. 

Finnish  marks. 

Imports  .  3,620,400  000 

Exports  .  2,906. 600, fKX) 

Both  imports  and  exports  6,527,000,006 
.Adverse  balance  .  713,800,000 


1919. 

Finnish  marks. 

2. -509,900.000 
880,4(X),000 

3. -390. rlOO.iXK) 
1,629,-500,000 


The  chief  import  and  export  figures  are;  — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

-Jan. -Dec. 

Jan. -Dec. 

f'.  mks. 

F.  mks. 

1.  Live  stock  . 

1,072,-581 

1  .-545.275 

2.  Provisions  of  animal  origin... 

42  n0..8.54 

70,370,899 

3.  Cereals  and  products  . 

534,229,-5-53 

200 

4.  Fodder  and  .seeds  . 

33.976.492 

3.720.694 

5.  Fruits,  plants,  etc . 

59,422,910 

3,245.346 

6.  Colonial  goods  and  spices  _ 

522,438.400 

537,138 

7.  Preserves  . 

1 ,559,097 

_ 

8.  Beverages  . 

2,701,800 

9.  Raw-  material  for  spinning  ... 

314,419,643 

12.087 

10.  A'arns  and  cord  . 

99.61 1,T33 

120.8.59 

11.  Cloth  . 

191,025.904 

448.131 

12.  A'arious  textile  products  . 

64.333.284 

,307.702 

13.  AVood  and  wooden  goods  . 

15  9.58.-596 

1,633  .3.50,200 

14.  Bark,  reeds,  tw-ies.  etc . 

12,056  72-5 

1,999,738 

15.  Paper  pulp,  cardboard,  etc. 

16.  Horse  hair,  bristles,  feathers. 

6,310,988 

1,080.664.09.5 

bones,  horn,  etc . 

3,966.,547 

1.051.701 

17.  Skins,  furs,  leather  . 

18.  Metals  and  manufacttires 

121 ,895,224 

.38.087,403 

thereof  . 

-529.764.108 

4.7.57  254 

19.  Machinery  . 

287  623.377 

3.-598.308 

20.  A'ebicles  . 

21.  Afusir-al  instruments  and 

59,768,478 

61. 5.-553 

clocks  . 

14.761,914 

3  7.50 

22.  Minerals  and  tbei'r  prod'-'cts 

1.56,.537.499 

5,049,847 

23.  Asphalt,  tar,  resin,  rubber, 

etc .  81 ,744,328 


6.-534,-577 
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Imports. 

Exports. 

•Ian. -Dee. 

Jan. -Dec. 

F.  Mks. 

F.  Mks. 

24. 

Oils  and  fats,  wax,  etc . 

..  196,983,122 

1,544,181 

25. 

Ether,  alcohols,  cosmetics,  etc  5,308,750 

2,623,062 

26. 

Colours,  etc . 

..  43,848,071 

185,639 

27. 

Explosives  . 

..  9,308,296 

19,431,536 

28. 

Chemicals  and  drugs  . 

..  169,454,308 

1,152,570 

29. 

Manures  . 

..  21,402,521 

— 

30. 

Art  goods  and  printed  matter  17,708,592 

2,181,333 

31. 

Other  unenumerated  goods. 

..  8,026,721 

<i39,023 

Total  . 

3,620,329,822 

2,883,778,101 

Re-exports  . 

— 

22,8^30,649 

3,620,329,822 

2,906,608,750 

From  further  statistics  furnished  by  H.M.  Consul,  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  Great  Britain  heads  the  list  in  her 
imports  into  Finland  with  1,002-8  million  F.  marks,  or 
approximately  28  per  cent,  of  the  total  value  of  Finnish 
imports  for  1920  to  her  credit.  The  United  States  of 
America  come  second  with  794-8  million  F.  mai'ks ;  Germany 
third  with  611-2  million  F.  marks,  and  Sweden  fourth  with 
379-6  million  F.  marks. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  t’;at  of  Finland’s  total  export 
trade  for  last  year,  43  per  cent,  was  absorbed  by  the  United 
Kingdom. 


ITALY. 

POSITION  AND  PROSPECTS  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Contrary  to  what  is  popularly  believed  regarding  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  uncultivated  surface  of  Italy,  it  would 
appear  that  the  agricultural  and  forestal  productive  areas 
,  represent  91-1  jKJr  cent,  of  the  geographical  areas  of  the 
■  country,  state  the  Commercial  Counsellor,  and  the  Coni- 
i  mercial  Secretary  to  H.M.  Embassy  in  Rome,  in  their  Report 
.on  the  Commercial,  Industrial,  and  Economic  Situation  of 
I  Italy  at  the  close  of  1920.  Italian  agriculture,  by  reason  of 
the  increase  of  the  population,  has  almost  attained  its  limits, 
,  and  is  now  reduced  to  the  creation  of  new  cultivable  lands 
.  by  means  of  drainage. 

The  war  temporarily  arrested  the  development  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  but  1920  showed  a  significant  recovery  in  the  yield  of 


some  of  the  products  for 

export. 

.\verage, 

Y'ield, 

Yield, 

Product. 

1909-1915. 

1919. 

1920. 

1,000’ 

s  of  quintals. 

Wheat  . 

.  48,8()3 

46,203 

40,065 

Maize  . 

.  26,447 

21,8(K: 

22,000 

Oats  . 

.  5,038 

5,036 

3,927 

Barley  . 

.  2,130 

1,813 

1 ,324 

R  ve  . 

.  1.316 

1,161 

1,214 

Rice  . 

.  4,971 

4,867 

4,300 

Potatoes  . 

.  16,403 

13,875 

14,000 

Sugar,  beet  . 

Hemp  (fibre)  . 

.  16,900 

15,162 

15,000 

.  881 

943 

1,000 

Jute  (fibre)  . 

.  27 

24 

25 

Wine  (thousand  hectol) 

.  41,742 

35,002 

43,000 

Oil  (thou.sand  hectol) 

.  1,766 

1.600 

— 

Cocoons  . 

.  407 

195 

280 

Production  of  Wheat. 

Owing  to  the  great  density  of  the  population  (128  in¬ 
habitants  per  sq.  kilometre),  wheat  has  been  cultivated  on 
land  which  would  in  reality  be  more  adapted  for  woods  and 
pastures.  Thus  the  extension  of  wheat  cultivated  areas  has 
reached  16  per  cent,  of  the  territorial  surface.  As  regards 
absolute  production.  Italy  ranks  after  France,  which  pro¬ 
duced  an  average  of  86,404,000  quintals  per  annum  during 
the  six  years  jireceding  the  war,  and  ()2,506.(K)()  in  1920,  but 
taking  the  average  for  the  years  1914-19,  Italy  produces  more 
wheat  per  square  kilometre  than  France,  viz.,  1.59  quintals 
compared  with  143  quintals. 

Endeavours  are  being  made  by  means  of  legislation  to 
increase  this  production,  but  as  the  consumption  per  annum 
is  somewhere  near  72,000,000  quintals,  large  quantities  must 
still  be  imported.  The  cultivation  of  maize,  although 
diminishing,  still  occupies  an  area  of  about  one-third  of  that 
taken  up  by  wheat,  whilst  that  of  rice  has  a  special  import¬ 
ance  owing  to  the  high  yield,  which  in  some  districts  touched 
80  quintals  per  hectar.  Before  the  war  Italy  exported  about 
800,000  quintals  a  year. 

The  exportation  of  dried  vegetables,  which  in  pre-war 
days  aggregated  300,000  quintals  a  year,  reached  217,000 
quintals  in  1919.  The  total  yield  of  the  leguminous  plants, 
‘which  are  cultivated  in  several  districts,  is  about  seven 
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million  quintals.  In  1919,  314,000  quintals  of  tomato  sauces 
were  exported  from  Italy. 

Wine  anq  Oil. 


The  following  comparative  tables  give  an  idea  of  the 
relative  production  and  exportation  of  wine  and  oil  in  recent 
years : — 

Production  of  Wine  (annual  average,  1915-1919). 

Hectolitres.  Hectolitres, 

in  thousands.  in  thousands. 

Italy  .  35,628  Spain  .  19,507 

France  .  36,903  Algeria  .  6,855 


Export  of  wine. 

In  barrels  In  bottles  Value. 
Year.  (hectolitres),  (number).  Lire. 

1913  1,603,232  18,403,3(K)  82,524,500 

1918  2,695,113  8,457,500  482,276,700 

1919  638,911  8,734,000  191,841,526 


Production  of  Olive  Oil  in  1918. 

Quintals  Quintals 

in  thousands.  in  thousands. 

Italy  .  2,601  Tunis  .  390 

Spain  .  2,552  Portugal  .  349 

Greece  .  1,215  Algeria  .  116 


Sericulture. 


Mulberry  tn^es  for  the  feeding  of  silk  worms  are  largely 
cultivated  in  Northern  Italy,  and  furnish  the  prosperous  silk 
industry  with  much  of  tht‘  rcKjuired  raw  material.  Italy 
in  fact  holds  the  first  jKisition  in  Europe  as  regards  the 
breeding  of  silk  worms. 

Citrous  Fruits. 

The  cultivation  of  citrous  fruits  results  in  a  yield  of  about 
eight  million  quintals.  Lemons  constitute  52  per  cent,  of 
su(h  production.  The  total  export  of  citrous  fruits  prior  to 
the  war  amounted  to  4,300,000  quintals,  having  a  value  of 
85  million  lire.  In  1919,  2,100,000  quintals,  valued  at  169 
million  lire*,  were  exported.  Recommencement  of  normal 
commercial  relations  will  give  rise  to  a  largo  increase  in  their 
exportation.  The  production  in  Italy  of  derivatives  of 
citrous  fruits,  the  most  important  of  which  are  es.sences  and 
citrate  of  calcium,  equals  one-tenth  of  the  world  production. 

Exports  of  Fresh  and  Dried  F'ruits. 

The  export  of  fresh  and  dried  fruits,  temporarily  arrested 
during  the  war,  is  resuming  its  normal  flow.  The  following 
figures  are  of  interest:  — 


Fresh.  Dried. 

Year.  Quintals.  Lire.  Quintals.  Lire. 

1913  1,188.4(K)  66,512.800  587,300  50,999,800 

1919  210,900  27,568,075  535,900  220,875,875 


In  1919  Italy  exported  350,855  quintals  of  hemp  valued  at 
200  million  lire.  The  cultivation  of  tobacco,  which  is  a 
monopoly  of  the  State,  resulted  in  a  yield  of  125,000  quintals 
in  1920.  Beetroot,  which  has  been  recently  introduced,  is 
now  cultivated  on  a  large  scale  and  allows  for  the  production 
of  sugar  by  the  national  factories  in  a  manner  almost  suffi¬ 
cient  to  satisfy  all  the  requirements  of  the  country.  The 
growth  of  forage  has  been  increased  and  now  attains  a 
production  of  over  230,000  quintals. 

The  important  hydro-electric  plants  which  are  being  con¬ 
structed  in  various  parts  of  Italy  will  give  a  great  impetus 
to  agriculture  by  assuring  a  greater  measure  of  security  as 
regards  irrigation.  .Assurance  of  progress  is  also  given  by 
the  increased  national  production  of  chemical  fertilisers  anil 
agricultural  machinery,  and  the  establishment  of  new  schools 
and  travelling  boards  for  the  education  of  farmers  in  up-to- 
date  cultivation. 

Although  at  present  Italian  agriculture  is  unable  to  meet 
the  national  requirements  of  her  consumers,  it  is  anticipated 
in  authoritativ-e  quarters  that  increased  production  will  put 
her  in  a  position  to  increase  her  exjiort  of  agricultural 
products,  which  will,  in  a  great  measure,  counterbalance  her 
imports  of  cereals  from  abroad. 


ROUMANIA. 


INDUSTRY  AT  THE  END  OF  1020. 

(From  the  Commercial  Seerefari/  to  II. M.  Letjation.) 

Bucharest. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  a  Report  on  the  Indu.strial 
Situation  in  Rouniania  at  the  close  of  1920  prejiared  by  the 
Director  General  of  tho  Department  of  Industry  and 
Commerce :  — 

Tho  destruction  of  a  great  part  of  tho  industrial  installa¬ 
tions— 22  per  cent,  of  tho  iotal  in  the  Old  Kingdom  of 
Roumania — and  tho  world-wido  economic  crisis  brought 
about  by  tho  war,  have  created  extremely  difficult  conditions 
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for  all  branches  of  Roumanian  industry.  A  summary 
examination  reveals  the  following  principal  causes  which 
have  inhueiiced  this  state  of  affairs:  — 

(a)  The  difficulty  of  purchasing  machines  and  accessories 

from  abroad  because  of  the  depreciated  currency 
and  the  lack  of  external  credit. 

(b)  The  increase  in  the  cost  of  labour  and  the  interrup¬ 

tions  in  production  to  which  this  gave  rise. 

(c)  Lack  of  fuel. 

(d)  Transport  difficulties. 

(e)  Lack  of  capital  and  internal  credit. 

The  above  general  causes,  in  addition  to  others  particular 
to  each  branch  of  industry,  have  prevented  Roumanian 
industry  from  satisfying  present-day  needs,  both  in  so  far 
as  concerns  internal  consumption  and  possibilities  of  export. 
By  the  addition  of  the  new  territories  the  industrial  capacity 
of  Old  Roumania  has  been  increased  about  140  per  cent., 
taking  the  number  of  horse  power  as  the  standard.  The  total 
horse  power  in  Old  Roumania  is  200,434,  and  481,017  in  the 
new  territories. 

The  facilities  enjoyed  by  industry  in  Old  Roumania,  and 
the  advantages  of  the  Law  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Industry  (1912),  have  been  extended  to  include  the  new 
provinces.  Special  regulations  have  been  drafted  for  the 
application  of  the  law  until  the  new  law  for  the  industrial 
regime  has  been  prepared. 

(Do.nditions  in  Individuai.  Industries. 

The  following  are  the  principal  causes  now  preventing 
progress  in  particular  industries:  — 

(1)  Metallurgical  Industrg  (42,221  h.p.,  or  9  per  cent,  of 
the  total  industries  of  Roumania ;  production  reduced  to 
30  to  40  per  cent,  of  the  normal). 

(a)  Lack  of  foundry  coke.  This  can  only  bo  brought 

either  from  Bohemia  or  the  L'nitod  Kingdom,  as 
the  supply  of  Roumanian  coke  from  Anina  is  not 
sufficient  even  for  the  Rosita  establishment.  Ihe 
monthly  quantity  necessarj*  at  the  present  lime 
for  the  foundries  is  859  wagons  for  the  whole  of 
Roumania,  of  which  750  are  required  for  the 
Resita  works  alone. 

(b)  Foreign  competition,  which  prevents  a  profitable 

production,  especially  in  tools  for  mining  and 
petroleum  wells.  In  this  connection  the  Ministry 
of  Finance,  in  agreement  with  the  Ministry  of 
Industry,  is  studying  the  revision  of  the  Customs 
Tariff. 

(2)  Timber  Ittduxtrg  (48,485  h.p.,  or  10  per  cent,  of  tho 
total ;  at  tho  present  time  tho  production  is  40  per  cent,  of 
the  normal). 

(a)  The  impossibility  of  exporting  because  of  transjxirt 

conditions. 

(b)  liack  of  a  large  local  market. 

(c)  Difficulty  of  replacing  in.stallations  destroyed,  because 

of  tho  increase  in  the  price  of  machines,  frame 
saws,  and  materials. 

(3)  Chemical  Industry  (48,820  h.p.,  or  10  per  cent,  of  the 
total;  present  production  40  per  cent,  of  normal). 

(a)  Need  of  renewing  installations,  etc.,  destroy>xI  or 

depreciated  during  tho  war. 

(b)  I/ack  of  markets  for  products,  such  as  carbide,  soda 

calcinate,  hyper-chloride  of  calcium,  and  the  im¬ 
possibility  of  exporting  in  competition  with 
foreign  manufacturers. 

In  this  connection  tho  Customs  tariff  and  export  taxes 
are  under  consideration  for  tho  taking  of  special  measures 
to  benefit  each  category  of  products.  The  special  difficulties 
of  some  of  the  factories  which  have  their  head  office  situated 
in  Hungary,  and  through  this  cause  have  not  yet  a  proper 
financial  and  administrative  basis,  should  also  be  mentioned. 

(4)  Food  Industries  (224,324  h.p.,  representing  47  per  cent, 
of  the  total  industries;  these  have  a  reduced  output  at 
present  from  different  causes,  which  vary  with  the  nature 
of  the  production). 

(a)  The  flour  mills,  totalling  109,500  h.p.,  are  working 

60  per  cent,  of  normal  capacity,  owing  to  lack  of 
spare  parts  for  machinery,  whilst  mills  in  some 
regions  are  oblig*^!  to  stop  work  part  time  owing 
to  lack  of  cereals.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
in  tho  Old  Kingdom  of  Roumania  nine  steam  mills 
with  a  total  production  of  45  wagons  per  day  have 
been  destroyi'd. 

(b)  Sugar  factories,  totalling  12,274  h.p.,  are  working 

only  20  per  cent,  of  normal  capacity.  This  h.p. 
figure  does  not  include  those  destroyed,  of  which 
one  was  a  factory  with  an  annual  production  of 
600  wagons,  and  another  of  300  wagons. 

The  remaining  factories  are  not  able  to  secure  sufficient 
supplies  of  sugar  beets,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  interest 
of  agricnlturi.sts  in  tho  industry  should  be  stimidated  in 
order  to  ensure  sufficient  cultivation  of  beet. 
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(c)  Oil-seed  crushing  mills  are  working  80  per  cent,  of 

normal  capacity.  They  suffer  through  the  export 
of  the  seeds,  which  should  be  crushed  in  the 
country  and  the  product  exported  in  the  form  of 
oil. 

(d)  Distilleries  are  working  80  per  cent,  of  normal,  and 

there  is  a  grave  crisis  owing  to  lack  of  markets 
for  their  products.  Because  of  world  competition 
they  are  not  able  to  export  to  the  neighbouring 
countries  the  large  disposable  stocks  held  by  them. 
The  Ministry  of  Finance,  in  agreement  with  the 
Ministry  of  Industry,  has  decided  not  to  levy  the 
consumption  tax  of  20  bani  per  degree  and  litre 
on  the  alcohol  exported,  thus  facilitating  con¬ 
siderably  tho  export  of  this  product.  The  suppres¬ 
sion  of  the  export  tax  is  also  under  consideration. 

(e)  Meat-preserving  factories  are  working  50  per  cent. 

of  normal  capacity.  They  are  not  able  to  get  the 
necessary  supplies  from  the  Salt  Monopoly. 

(f)  Macaroni  and  farinaceous  food  industries  are  work¬ 

ing  only  80  per  cent,  of  normal  and  are  threatened 
with  stoppage  because  white  flour  is  no  longer 
milled,  the  regulations  permitting  only  the  milling 
of  whole-grain  flour.  The  Ministry'  of  Industry 
has  taken  steps  to  exempt  this  industry  from  the 
present  regulations. 

(g)  Breweries  are  working  only  30  per  cent,  of  normal 

liecause  of  the  difficulty  of  securing  supplies  of 
barley  in  consequence  of  the  lack  of  transport, 
whilst  in  some  regions  they  are  unable  to  dispose 
of  their  products  because  of  the  lack  of  communi¬ 
cations  with  neighbouring  countries. 

(5)  Textile  Industries  (19,880  h.p.,  or  4  per  cent,  of  the 
total).  These  are  suffering  especially  from  the  lack  of  cotton 
and  cotton  yarns,  as  well  as  dve  materials. 

It  is  understood  that  eonsiderable  quantities  of  yarn  are 
held  up  at  the  ports  in  consequence  of  lack  of  transport,  and 
the  disinclination  of  the  importers  to  accept  delivery  owing 
to  prices  having  fallen  since  the  orders  were  placed. 

Some  of  the  factories  of  the  Old  Kingdom  have  not  yet 
brought  back  from  Turkey  tho  machinery  taken  away  during 
tho  war.  This  industry  will  certainly  make  marked  progress 
under  the  prohibition  of  the  import  of  articles  of  luxury, 
as  it  constitutes  tho  solo  source  of  supply  for  the  better- 
situated  class  of  customer. 

(These  factories  do  not  produce  materials  which  compete 
with  British-mado  goods  in  quality,  but  this  resume  of 
industrial  conditions  in  Roumania  is  written  from  the  point 
of  view  of  a  Roumanian,  and  the  better-.situated  classes  to 
which  ho  refers  simplv  moan  those  classes  which  come  slightly 
higher  in  tho  scale  than  tho  peasants.) 

(6)  The  Pottery  Industries,  constituting  25,578  h.p.,  or  5 
])er  cent,  of  tho  total,  have  a  present  production  of  25  per 
cent,  of  normal.  The  causes  for  this  state  of  affairs  vary 
with  tho  nature  of  tho  product. 

(a)  f'emont  factories  are  suffering  especially  from  tho 
fact  that  tho  Turda  factory,  in  consequence  of  its 
supply  of  natural  gas,  is  able  to  sell  cement  at  a 
price — 5.000  lei  per  wagon — which  is  less  than  that 
charged  by  factories  in  tho  Old  Kingdom — 12,000 
lei  a  wagon.  Those  latter  suffer  also  from  con¬ 
tinued  lack  of  fuel,  and  even  in  those  cases  where 
they  succeed  in  getting  supplies,  aro  obliged  to 
pay  ten  or  twelve  times  more  than  tho  Turda 
factory.  Tho  result  is  that  factories  in  tho  Old 
Kingdom  aro  being  closed  down  from  lack  of 
demand  for  their  products,  although  tho  total 
demands  of  the  country  exceed  verv  greatly  the 
production  of  all  the  factories.  At  tho  same  time 
the  Customs  duty  does  not  prevent  tho  competi¬ 
tion  of  tho  Serbian  cement  factory  of  Beocin.  This 
question  i.s  under  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped 
shortly  to  provide  a  legal  remedy. 

(bl  Brick  factories  suffer  from  scarcity  and  deam\ss  of 
fuel.  This  prevents  profitable  working  and  also 
tho  repair  of  installations  which  have  been 
destroyed. 

(c)  Bottle  and  glass  factories  are  in  need  of  suitable 
personnel,  and  also  materials  such  as  potash, 
silica,  etc. 

(7)  Paper  Factories  (11,407  h.p.,  or  per  cent,  of  total), 
have  a  production  of  40  per  cent,  of  normal.  They  suffer 
from  lack  of  a  rational  supply  sy.stem  from  abroad,  under 
which,  instead  of  importing  raw  materials  and  spare  parts 
necessary  to  increase  production,  manufactured  paper  is 
being  imported. 

Industriai.  Reconstruction  Policy. 

Tho  foregoing  observations  reflect  tho  position  of  Rou¬ 
manian  industry  from  the  point  of  view  of  tho  necessities 


330 


THE  BOAllD  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL. 


Mauch  24,  1921. 


IMPERIAL  AND  FOREIGN  T'RMiE.— continued. 


for  their  reconstruction.  After  considering  these  and  other 
points,  it  will  bo  seen  that  two  higlily-important  questions 
dominate  the  future  development  of  Roumanian  industry. 

The  first  is  to  assure  to  Roumanian  capital  and  labour  the 
premier  position  in  industrial  establishments  of  all  kinds, 
but  more  especially  those  bound  up  with  the  national  pro¬ 
tection,  and  with  the  vital  needs  of  the  country.  The  second 
is  to  assure  social  equilibrium  between  the  factors  of  produc¬ 
tion.  For  this  latter  end  a  policy  of  industrial  encourage¬ 
ment  is  necessary  in  conjunction  with  the  adoption  of  that 
form  of  exploitation  which  is  best  suited  to  accord  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  just  demands  of  the  working  classes. 


SWEDEN. 


COMMEUCIAL  INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE 
UNITED  KINGDOM. 

In  wood  goods  the  United  KingdoTii  is  .still  beyond  com¬ 
parison  Sweden’s  foremost  buyer,  as  she  takes  nearly  half 
the  latter’s  total  exports.  But,  according  to  a  recent  article 
in  the  Stockholm  press,  the  British  need  of  timber  is 
extremely  great,  and  the  Swedish  speciality  on  the  British 
market  is  sawn  or  split  pine,  of  which  British  import 
statistics  for  1913  report  £3,8(X),000  as  Swedish  goods. 

During  the  war,  even  as  regards  quantity,  the  United 
Kingdom  greatly  increased  her  imports,  and  in  191.5  Sweden 
exj)orted  almost  twice  the  amount  to  the  I  nited  Kingdom 
that  she  had  done  in  1913.  After  Swedish  exports  had 
declined  heavily  in  1917  there  came  in  1918  the  prohibition 
on  imports,  that  is  to  say.  Government  control,  but  this 
did  not  have  an  unfavourable  influence  on  the  quantity  of 
wood  goods  sold. 

As  is  well  known,  the  export  of  timber  from  Sweden 
during  the  last  few  decades,  though  it  has  not  lost  its  pre¬ 
eminence  in  comparison  with  wood  pulp  exj)ort,  has  never¬ 
theless  seen  the  latter  advance  much  more  rapidly  Here, 
too,  the  United  Kingdom  is  Sweden’s  chief  customer ;  and 
it  is  only  during  the  very  last  j’ear  or  two  that  the  United 
States  has  been  able  to  aj)pear  by  the  side  of  France  as 
regards  the  second  place.  In  that  article  of  commerce  the 
position  of  dependence  as  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Sweden,  is  still  more  mutual,  as  Sweden  has  also  been  the 
largest  purveyor  thereof  to  the  British  market.  Sweden’s 
chief  competitor  on  the  British  market  has  been  Norway, 
and  the  share  of  the  two  countries  in  the  total  import  of 
wood  pulp  into  the  United  Kingdom  has  undergone  during 
the  last  few  years  the  following  curious  changes;  — 


Year.  Sweden.  Norway. 

Percentage.  Percentage. 

1913  49  26 

1914  56  27 

1915  57  .35 

1916  8  61 


In  the  beginnning  of  1916  the  Swedish  Government,  in 
order  to  obtain  articles  of  compensation  in  the  exchange 
of  commodities,  issued  a  prohibition  on  the  export  of 
chemical  wood  pulp,  an  article  which  Sweden  chiefly  delivered 
to  the  United  Kingdom.  To  this  the  British  Government 
replied  that  from  1st  March,  1916,  the  import  must  be 
restricted  to  one-third  of  the  amount  imported  in  1914.  The 
Swedish  capacity  to  supply  the  article  was  also  reduced  by 
the  shortage  both  of  raw  materials  and  of  workmen,  as  a 
consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  class  of  workmen  thus 
employed  were  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Fuel  Com¬ 
mission.  The  Swedish  wood-pulp  industry  had  to  produce 
wood  for  stock ;  and  the  possibility  of  regulating  that  by 
export  to  Germany  was  cut  off  by  what  is  known  as  the 
Great  Trade  Agreement.  The  po.<ssibilities  for  sale  which 
this  gave  with  regard  to  Germany  could  be  turned  to  account 
only  for  sulphite  cellulose  before  the  revolution  intervened; 
and  consequently  during  1918  there  was  a  diminution  in  the 
stocks  of  sulphite  cellulose,  but  not  in  the  stocks  of  sulphate 
cellulose.  The  ne<;d  of  selling,  reflected  in  these  augmented 
stocks,  did  not  prevent  the  rise  of  jmiccs  during  the  war 
from  being  very  substantial. 

The  high  prices  have  greatly  crippled  the  exchange  of 
commodities;  but  the  belief  that,  if  free  trade  be  main¬ 
tained,  the  old  position  of  Sweden  on  the  British  market 
can  be  recovered  .seems  to  b(‘  confirmed  by  the  need  of  pulp 
which  is  undoubtedly  Ijeing  felt  in  the  United  Kingdom  now 
that  the  Canadian  output  of  wood  pulp  is  going  to  the 
United  States  to  an  increasing  extent  to  satisfy  its  increased 
manufacture  of  ])a))er. 

As  regards  the  completely  manufactured  article,  the 
situation  can  best  be  f  haracterised  by  saying  that  the  United 
Kingdom  is  for  Sweden  an  important  customer,  who  takes 
more  than  half  her  exports  of  wraiipins:  j)aper,  and  not 
quite  half  her  exports  of  printings.  British  statistics  do  not  ' 
{Kjrmit  any  exact  ^  tatenient  as  regards  the  position  of 
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Sweden  on  the  British  import  market,  but  that  is  not  j)ro- 
portionately  equally  imjjortant.  The  United  Kingdom  her¬ 
self  has  a  considerable  export  of  paper,  and  probably  sends 
paper  imported  from  Sweden  to  India,  whose  j)aper  market 
she  completely  dominates.  The  United  Kingdom’s  strength 
has  hitherto  lain  in  the  finer  kinds  of  paper,  while  Sweden 
has  supplied  certain  coarser  sorts.  Consequently  there  is  a 
certain  possibility  of  a  division  of  labour,  although  it  would 
be  unwise  as  yet  to  make  any  prophecies  concerning  this 
much-debated  article  of  world  commerce. 

Export  and  Re-Export  of  Swedish  Matches. 

That  old  Swedish  article  of  export,  matches,  is  in  precisely 
the  same  jiosition.  Sweden  supplies  the  United  Kingdom 
with  80  per  cent,  of  its  imiiorts  and  the  United  Kingdom 
takes  pretty  nearly  as  large  a  share  of  Sweden’s  own  exports; 
and  consequently  an  extremely  intimate  commercial  tie 
arises  here  with  very  far-reaching  common  interests.  The 
high  quality  of  the  Swedish  article  meets  British  require¬ 
ments,  and  the  question  of  the  further  development  of  this 
particular  trade  appears  to  be  relatively  simple.  The  export 
of  matches  of  the  lowest  quality,  which  .lapan  managed  to 
carry  on,  especially  in  India,  during  the  war,  cannot  be 
contemplated  at  all  with  regard  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Australian  market,  which  is  jiartly  provided  by  the 
United  Kingdom  uith  Swedish  matches,  was  somewhat  | 
neglected  during  the  war;  but  this  matter  will  probably 
bo  set  right  again,  and  consequently,  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  now,  the  principal  market  for  Swedish  matches  will 
probably  develop  in  the  natural  manner. 

Iron  Ore  and  Iron  Exports. 

Of  Swedish  iron  goods  the  raw  material  itself,  namely  the 
iron  ore,  has  also  been  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is 
true;  but  so  far,  at  least,  that  export  has  not  been  able  to  | 

keep  pace  with  the  constantly  increasing  requirements  of  I 

Germany.  It  was  in  1907  that  Germany  abandoned  Spanish 
in  favour  of  Swedish  iron-ore,  and  this  change  has  been  of  I 
very  great  moment  for  Sweden  since.  There  has  been  no  ■ 
similar  change  in  the  Uniti'd  Kingdom,  and  consequently 
Swedish  exports  of  iron-ore  to  that  country  has  not  assumed  I 
any  large  proportions.  As  regards  partly-manufactured  ^ 
goods,  on  the  other  hand,  Sweden  occupies  a  very  strong 
position  in  the  iron  line.  Of  pig-iron  Sweden  supplied  over  ■ 
half  of  the  United  Kingdom’s  import  requirements  before  | 
the  war ;  and  in  her  own  trade  statistics  over  half  of  her 
pig-iron  exports  are  reported  as  going  to  England.  A  com- 
munity  of  interest,  not  so  marked  as  in  the  match  trade,  | 
although  of  the  same  kind,  exists  in  the  pig-iron  trade  also.  I 
With  the  exception  of  pig-iron,  the  iron  goods  line  suffers  I 
from  the  same  weakness  as  so  many  other  of  Sweden’s  exjiort 
articles,  namely,  the  excessively  high  jirice.  Of  other  iron 
articles,  the  export  has  diminished ;  soft  English  steel  has 
in  many  cases  been  able  to  take  the  place  of  Swedish  steel, 
and  as  the  price  is  about  half  that  of  the  Swedish  article, 
competition  has  been  very  .severe  in  this  matter. 

During  the  war,  however,  the  United  Kingdom  offered  a 
very  good  market,  as  British  ivorkmen  were  engaged  in 
national  service,  civil  or  military,  thus  leaving  the  field  freer 
for  Swedish  export  articles. 

Exports  of  Butter. 

A  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  directed  to  Sweden’s 
export  of  butter  to  England,  as  an  extremely  energetic  pro¬ 
paganda  has  supported  that  enterprise.  In  actual  fact, 
Sweden  long  ago  worked  its  way  into  the  British  butter 
market.  Some  timo  ago  indeed  Sweden  even  had  a  transit 
trade  of  Finnish  butter,  which  was  sent  to  England  via 
Sweden.  After  the  introduction  of  the  Swedish  butter  duty 
this  transit  trade  was  rendered  impossible,  liecause  at  that 
timo  Sweden  had  no  free  ports.  About  the  beginning  of  1890, 
therefore,  the  Finni.sh  butter  exports  passed  over  to  Den-  -1% 
mark,  which  sent  that  butter  on  to  England,  and  even  • 
established  a  special  line  of  steamers  for  the  purpose  from 
Finland  via  Denmark  to  England.  Of  the  total  Swedish 
exports  of  butter  in  1896.  about  two-thirds  jiassed  through 
Denmark,  while  one-third  went  direct.  In  1901  about  the 
same  amount  went  each  way,  and  Sweden  has  since  then 
tried  to  pave  the  way  for  .Swedish  butter  by  introducing  a 
butter-mark  of  her  own.  With  the  jirogress  of  industrial 
developments  in  Sweden,  the  native  consumption  of  butter 
was  increased;  and  that  brought  a  greater  selection  into  the 
market,  so  that,  as  only  the  best  butter  was  exported,  that 
butter  could  lie  given  a  pretty  uniform  quality.  This  course 
of  development  was  greatlv  helped  by  the  progress  made  by 
the  Swedish  separator  industrv ;  and  in  eonnection  there¬ 
with  the  work  of  indicating  the  quality  of  the  article  by 
means  of  an  official  butti'r-mark  could  be  considered  quite 
justified.  Swedish  exports  of  butter  and  bacon  mostly  go 
direct  to  the  North  of  England ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
.break  of  the  war  the  Swedish  Vice-Consul  in  Manchester 
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considered  that  the  trade  was  considerable  enough  to  justify 
by  itself  the  establishment  of  a  direct  service  to  those  parts, 
so  that  the  goods  could  by  that  means  regularly  reach  the 
weekly  markets  which  are  so  important  for  these  articles. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

It  is  well  known  that  of  Swedish  imports  from  England 
the  most  important  article  is  coal.  In  1912  Germany  began 
to  make  energetic  efforts  to  introduce  her  coal  into  the 
Swedish  market;  but  on  the  whole  Sweden  has  mainly  had 
to  rely  upon  British  supplies. 

The  textile  industry,  sine©  the  reform  of  the  Swedish 
Customs  system,  has  developed  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
approximately  covers  home  requirements,  and  consequently 
the  Swedish  import  of  these  articles  is  comparatively  small. 
Nowadays  Sweden  buys  scarcely  any  cotton  cloth,  but  the 
import  of  the  raw  material,  cotton  itself,  has  of  old  taken 
place  largely  through  Liverpool.  With  regard  to  woollen 
goods,  the  imports  to  Sweden  from  the  United  Kingdom  are 
considerably  greater,  especially  in  the  higher  qualities,  and 
“tops.”  In  these  goods  the  Swedish  share  of  the  entire 
exports  of  Great  Britain  attains  the  highest  proportion — in 
1913  and  1914  it  was  12  per  cent,  and  11  per  cent,  respec¬ 
tively.  If  this  be  compared  with  80  per  cent,  which  Great 
Britain  takes,  e.g.,  in  matches,  of  the  entire  Swedish  export, 
it  is  very  evident  that  in  a  large  number  of  articles  Great 
Britain  is  of  greater  importance  to  Sweden  than  Sweden  is 
to  Great  Britain. 

AFRICA. 

MOROCCO  (French  Zone). 

AGRICULTURE  AND  CATTLE  BREEDING 
IN  1920. 

{From  II. M.  Aijent  and  Consul-General.) 

Tangier. 

The  following  figures  respecting  agriculture  and  cattle 
breeding  in  the  French  Zone  of  Morocco  during  1920  are 
ba.sed  on  the  returns  obtained  for  the  Terbib  Tax,  the  un¬ 
pacified  zone  not  being  included;  — 

Areas  Sown  to  Grain. 

Natives —  Hectares.  Europeans —  Hectares. 

Wheat  .  750,000  Wheat  .  J  0,000 

Barley  .  912,000  Barley  .  8,000 

Maize  .  122,000  Maize  .  2,000 

Taking  all  crops,  Europeans  cultivated  a  total  area  of 
40,000  hectares,  whilst  native  cultivation  covered  an  area 
of  2,000,000  hectares. 

Fruit  and  Olive  Trees. 

With  regard  to  fruit  trt'os,  Europeans  possessed  only  four 
per  cent,  of  the  total  number.  Europeans’  proportion  of 
olive  trees,  however,  was  rather  larger  at  158,000,  to  native 
ownership  of  1,775,()00. 

Cattle,  Sheep  and  Pigs. 

The  total  number  of  rattle  for  which  the  tax  was  paid  was 
11,120,000,  which  figure  included  6,700,000  sheep  and 
1,145,000  oxen.  Europeans,  however,  held  only  two  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  pigs 
kept  by  natives  amounted  to  only  1,200,  as  against  130,000 
held  by  Europeans. 

FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA. 

TRADE  OF  DAHOMEY  IN  1919. 

{From  II. M.  Consul-General.) 

Dakar. 

The  total  trade  of  the  French  West  African  Colony  of 
Dahomey  and  its  Dependencies  in  1919  was  114,489,194  fres. 
as  compared  with  58,333,745  fres.  in  the  previous  year.  This 
increase  of  nearly  100  per  cent,  may  be  ascribed  largely  to 
the  return  of  normal  conditions;  but  chiefly  perhaps  to  a 
temporary  removal  of  prohibition  of  exports  to  Holland, 
which  received  largo  quantities  of  raw  material.  Increased 
values  further  swelled  the  figures. 

Imports. 

The  total  import  value  in  1919  is  given  as  44,384,684  fres., 
as  compared  with  28,316,926  fres.  in  1918.  This  volume  is 
principally  made  up  of  the  following  articles:  — 


1919.  1918. 

Kilosrames.  Francs.  Kilogrames  Francs. 

Wheat  flour  .  270,321  336,474  107,261  100,538 

Ships’  biscuits  .  65,080  115,761  4,023  5,307 

Bice  .  129,423  202,829  13,908  18,982 

Maize  .  669,344  210,847  633,548  70,429 
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1919.  1918. 

Kilog.  France.  Kilog.  France. 

Kola  nuts  .  52,022  137,266  75,144  133,469 

Sugar  .  89,968  141,425  35,485  50,545 

Leaf  tobacco  .  1,007,467  5,451,025  379,871  1,417,478 

Timber  (steres)  ....  412  151,154  1  500 

Trade  alcohol  (litres)  1,054,055  2,806,999  588,671  1,324,340 

Gin  (litres)  .  30,253  204,461  63,242  151,865 

Kerosene  .  877,827  273,382  559,892  123,555 

Iron,  enamelled  .  —  —  8,924  15,121 

Salt  .  4,287,933  831,342  3,672,933  584,493 

Soap  .  62,992  233,591  54,714  172,341 

Glassware  .  166,028  263,586  226,761  179,053 

Thread  .  65,992  862,758  67,452  751,702 

Cotton  textiles  ...  562,667  9,009,174  718,858  8,193,194 

Machinery  .  —  277,771  52,036  248,834 

Matches  (boxes)  ...  19,040,960  930,088  10,866,859  478,453 

Unspecified  .  —  21,944,751  —  14,346,727 


[Note. — 1  kilogramme=  2-2055  lb.  1  litre  =  l-766  pints. 
1  stere=  35-3174  cubic  feet.] 

The  increa.se  in  the  values  of  imports  representing  about 
57  per  cent,  is  not  only  duo  to  rise  in  prices,  but  chiefly  to 
the  resumption  of  overseas  communication.  Moreover,  the 
exaggerated  demands  for  native  produce  of  all  kinds  has 
vastly  augmented  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people  as  a 
whole,  greatly  influencing  imports,  and  favouring  rapid 
turnover. 

Exports. 

The  total  value  of  the  1919  exports  was  70,104,510  fres. 
against  29,986,819  fres.  in  1918. 

An  interesting  detail  in  the  export  of  oil-producing  seeds 
is  that  of  the  inclusion  of  those  of  the  castor-oil  plant 
(ricinus  communis).  Of  this  product,  69  tons  were  shipped, 
as  against  53  in  1918.  In  addition,  however,  130  tons  of  this 
seed  from  Togoland  were  also  shipped,  71  of  which  were 
consigned  to  United  Kingdom  ports,  and  the  remaining  59 
to  France. 

Trade  by  Countries. 

Taking  the  commercial  movement  for  the  last  two  years, 
the  shares  of  the  countrie.s  chiefly  participating  in  it  are 
shown  as  follows  :  — 


Value  1919.  Per  cent  Value  1918  Per  cent. 

United  Kingdom  ....  34,583,143  30  15,085.896  25-86 

France  .  33,827,610  29-60  28,547,692  48-93 

United  States  .  14,382,275  12-5  3,684,673  6-31 

Nigeria  .  7,563,941  6-6  4,888,910  8-3( 


ASIA, 

JAPAN. 

TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIES  OF  KYUSHU 
AND  OKINAWA. 

{From  II. M.  Consul.) 

Nagasaki. 

The  port  of  Kagoshima  was  opened  to  foreign  trade  in 
July,  1919.  For  the  present  the  foreign  trade  is  small,  but 
no  doubt  it  will  grow,  and  the  future  possibilities  of  this 
district  merit  consideration. 

Kagoshima  is  the  natural  port  for  the  south  of  Kyushu. 
It  is  situated  on  the  shores  of  the  deep  inlet  known  as  Kago¬ 
shima  Bay.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  prefecture  to  which  it 
gives  its  name,  and  it  is  also  the  financial  centre  from  which 
is  controlled  the  trade  of  the  neighbouring  prefecture  of 
Miyazaki  and  the  string  of  islands  stretching  south  to 
Formosa. 

Kagoshima  and  Miyazaki  Prefectures  are  cut  off  by 
mountain  ranges  from  northern  Kyushu,  and  until  the 
completion  of  the  railway  to  Kagoshima  a  few  years  ago  this 
part  of  the  country  lived  in  a  state  of  semi-isolation.  As 
a  result  it  has  developed  on  its  own  lines,  and  even  now  the 
traveller  experiences  a  feeling  of  having  entered  a  foreign 
country.  The  southern  islands,  again,  while  not  far  distant 
one  from  another,  are  separated  by  the  rough  seas  which  are 
a  feature  of  this  part.  The  main  group,  known  to  foreigners 
as  Luchu  (Ryukyu),  but  re-named  by  the  Japanese  Okinawa, 
are  far  enough  off  from  the  mainland  of  Japan  to  form  an 
economically  distinct  little  country.  They  were,  in  fact, 
independent,  though  paying  tribute  to  both  China  and 
Japan,  until  recent  years. 

The  presence  of  these  natural  barriers  has  tended  to  throw 
southern  Kyushu  and  Okinawa  on  their  own  resources  and 
to  develop  an  independent  spirit,  particularly  in  Kagoshima 
itself.  This  characteristic,  while  a  splendid  asset,  cuts  both 
ways,  as  the  people  are  naturally  suspicious  of  outside  ideas. 
In  trading  methods  it  is  probable  that  they  are  ten  years 
behind  central  Japan,  and  bad  communication  has  resulted 
in  a  corresponding  backwardness  in  organisation.  Promising 
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industries  are  hindered  by  being  split  up  into  a  number  of 
local  centres,  and  mutual  interests  are  kept  apart  by  petty 
livalry. 

There  are  signs  of  change.  New  railway  lines  are  bringing 
isolated  parts  of  the  country  together  and  linking  them  all 
with  the  rest  of  Japan.  Roads,  while  still  poor,  are  being 
gradually  improved,  and  harbours  and  steamship  services 
also.  At  the  same  time  local  prejudices  are  giving  way.  It 
is  said  that  the  severe  depre.ssion  now  ruling  has  done  more 
than  anything  else  to  waken  the  merchants  to  the  need  of 
keeping  abreast  of  the  times.  Some,  if  not  most  of  them, 
have  lost  all  the  profit  they  made  when  prices  were  booming, 
and  the  money  has  gone,  in  appearance  at  all  events,  to  Osaka 
and  Tokio,  which  are  the  outside  markets  for  this  part  of 
Japan,  and  the  lesson  has  been  wholesome,  if  sharp. 

Natural  Resources 

As  to  the  natural  resources  of  southern  Kyushu  and 
Okinawa,  they  are  mainly  agricultural.  There  is  a  little 
coal,  say  10,000  tons  monthly,  produced  in  Okinawa  Prefec¬ 
ture;  there  is  no  iron.  Gold  is  found  in  Kagoshima  Prefec¬ 
ture,  and  the  principal  mine  has  an  output  of  gold  and 
silver  to  the  value  of  roughly  one  and-a-half  million  yen  per 
month.  There  is  a  little  tin,  and  a  number  of  copper  mines, 
which,  however,  are  not  payable  at  the  moment. 

Kagoshima  and  Miyazaki  possess  fine  forests,  which  should 
become  more  and  more  valuable  as  communications  are 
improved.  The  income  from  fisheries  has  increased  greatly 
of  recent  years.  Tho  principal  fish  is  the  katsuo  (bonito), 
and  the  catch  of  this  fish  alone  amounts  to  about  two  million 
yen.  The  use  of  small  motor  boats  is  revolutionising  this 
industry,  and  the  size  of  the  boat  has  grown  from  10  to  30 
tons,  and  the  power  from  25  to  50  h.p. 

Rut,  as  stated,  tho  wealth  of  this  part  of  Japan  is  mainly 
agricultural.  It  stretclu's  from  32  dc‘g.  N.  to  24  deg.  N.,  has 
a  warm  climate  with  plenty  of  rain,  and  the  islands  are 
semi-tropical.  The  principal  product  of  the  latter  is  the 
sugar  cane.  Sugar  prices  have  fluctuated  so  greatly  that 
it  is  difficult  to  value  the  sugar  croj),  but  it  may  be  placed 
at  one  and-a-half  million  jiounds  annually.  At  jiresent,  two- 
thirds  of  the  crop  are  made  into  “black  sugar,”  but  the 
manufacture  of  centrifugal  is  growing. 

The  sweet  potato  now  grows  in  all  ])arts  of  the  country; 
it  was  first  introduced  into  .Japan  via  Tiuchu  and  Kagoshima. 
It  still  bulks  largely  in  the  food  of  the  people,  and  is  a 
valuable  foodstuff,  seeing  that  it  grows  freely  with  little 
attention. 

Rice  is  grown  in  Kagoshima,  but  little  elsewhere,  its  place 
being  partly  taken  by  millet.  Kagoshima  and  Miyazaki  are 
noted  for  horse  breeding,  and  there  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  pigs. 

Industries. 

Industries  (manufacturing)  are  in  their  infancy.  The 
absence  of  coal  and  iron  will  prevent  any  development  of 
the  iron  and  steel  industrj'.  When  prices  were  at  their 
height,  attempts  were  made  to  separate  the  iron  out  of 
certain  sands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kagoshima,  and  one  or 
two  foundries  were  erected  and  actually  .started  operations, 
but  the  slump  in  prices  effectually  killed  this  industry.  There 
is  little  in  the  way  of  textiles,  though  Kagoshima  Prefecture 
produces  a  costly  silk  cloth  known  as  tsumugi,  the  feature 
of  which  is  the  varied  designs.  The  dyeing  of  the  yarn  is, 
however,  done  in  a  most  laborious  manner,  and  the  weaving 
is  done  slowly  on  a  hand  loom  with  six  or  eight  shuttles.  No 
very  great  development  of  this  industry  seems  probable. 

A  cotton-spinning  mill  started  operations  recently  with 
.33,000  spindles  and  800  looms.  It  was  launched  at  an  tm- 
fortunate  moment,  as  the  drop  in  prices  has  hit  it  hard ;  but 
there  is  no  strong  reason  why  cotton  spinning  should  not 
thrive  in  the  future.  .Against  higher  freight  charges  it  can 
place  cheaper  wages.  Kagoshima  at  present  sends  more  girls 
to  the  mills  of  Osaka  and  elsewhere  than  any  other  prefecture.'^ 
in  .Japan,  and  it  is  obvious  that  a  local  spinning  mill  can  get 
their  services  at  a  lesser  rate  than  a  distant  mill.  Though 
of  little  more  than  sentimental  interest,  it  may  be  noted  that 
the  first  cotton-spinning  machinery  in  Japan  was  erected 
at  Kagoshima. 

Sericulture  is  also  growing,  but  at  the  moment  sugar¬ 
refining  (in  Okinawa)  and  manufactures  connected  with  the 
working  up  of  produce  for  industrial  purposes  seem  most 
likely  to  go  ahead.  The  distillation  of  alcohol  from  the  sweet 
potato  is  the  foremost  among  such  manufactures.  Mention 
has  been  made  of  the  number  of  pigs,  and  the  curing  of  ham 
has  been  started  with  success.  The  best  tobacco  in  Japan 
is  grown  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kago.shima. 

On  the  whole  the  opinion  may  be  hazarded  that  a  striking 
development  of  such  industries  is  not  improbable.  To  what 
extent  the  present  depression  will  retard  growth  has  vet  to 
be  seen.  That  the  next  few  years  are  going  to  be  a  trying 
time  for  infant  industries  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  but  the 
possibilities  of  ultimate  development  are  certain. 


IMPERIAL  AND  FOREIGN  TRADE— continued. 


Future  of  Trade. 

Tho  foregoing  is  a  brief  resume  of  the  natural  resources 
of  this  part  of  Japan.  The  conclusion  may  be  drawn  that 
it  is  rich  in  potential  wealth,  the  development  of  which 
should  mean  the  growth  of  commerce  and  industry,  with 
corresponding  increase  of  foreign  trade.  Whether  such  trade 
is  going  to  be  done  direct  between  Kagoshima  as  a  foreign 
port  and  other  countries,  or  indirectly  through  older- 
established  ports,  is  another  matter.  Pre.sent  indications 
point  to  the  latter  course. 

The  actual  demand  for  foreign  goods  is  not  large.  Only 
in  one  case  is  it  in  sufficient  quantity  to  warrant  direct 
shipment,  and  that  is  the  import  of  bone  dust,  which  is 
brought  from  China  by  small  chartered  steamers.  Other 
foreign  goods  seem  to  be  machinery  (in  no  great  quantity), 
bicycles,  petroleum,  watches,  woollens.  There  is  a  small  but 
steady  demand  for  automobiles,  which  are  used  in  connecting 
local  centres  with  the  railway.  In  no  case  are  purchases  of 
suflficient  volume  to  make  it  worth  while  buying  direct,  and 
orders  go  to  Osaka  or  Tokio. 

Turning  to  exjmrts,  they  are  at  present  confined  to  lily 
bulbs,  bamboo,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ground-nuts  and  pin© 
planks  to  the  United  States.  There  is  nothing  here,  again, 
to  warrant  direct  shipment. 

Trade,  therefore,  is  done  through  Tokio  and  O.saka.  What 
may  lx*  termed  luxuries  are  bought  in  Tokio.  The  upper 
classes  are  bound  by  interest  and  inclination  to  the  capital. 
The  province  of  Satsuma,  now  part  of  Kagoshima  Prefecture, 
has  produced  a  large  proportion  of  the  “fighting  men”  of 
Japan,  and  no  inconsiderable  number  of  leading  statesmen, 
and  it  is  to  Tokio  that  the  ambitions  look  as  their  field  of 
action.  Osaka,  on  the  other  hand,  supplies  everyday  articles 
and  practical  goods. 

As  trade  develops,  the  chances  are  that  it  will  continue 
to  follow  the  well-worn  channels,  even  though  it  should  attain 
to  considerable  volume,  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  prophesy. 
If  cotton  spinning  develops,  direct  imjmrts  of  raw  cotton 
might  take  place,  as  the  carriage  by  rail  from  Moji  is  rather 
a  serious  item. 

Kagosiii.ma  Port. 

In  one  direction  the  future  of  Kagoshima  Port  looks 
promising.  The  string  of  islands  to  Formosa  has  been  men¬ 
tioned.  Difficulties  of  communication  are  a  grave  obstacle 
to  their  development,  but  one  that  is  not  insuperable.  Should 
I  their  commerce  grow,  Kagoshima  is  favourably  situated  to 
I  act  as  entrejxit,  though  it  ivill  hav'e  to  overcome  the  handicap 
I  oT  its  late  start  compared  with  other  ports. 

I  A  de.sir<'  has  been  expressed  for  the  steamship  service  from 
I  Kagoshima  t<»  Nnha  (Okinawa)  and  Keelung  (Formosa)  to 
bo  extended  to  Hongkong,  .so  that  a  direct  trade  in  British 
goods  may  spring  up  thereby. 

At  present,  however,  the  absence  of  adequate  harbour 
facilities  would  prevent  any  striking  development.  Kago¬ 
shima  has  a  breakwater  enclosing  a  small  inner  harbour 
capable  of  accommodating  three  ves.sels  of  3,000  tons.  The 
entrance  is  narrow  and  difficult.  Plans  for  extension  have 
been  considered,  and  the  work  should  not  prove  difficult. 
The  harbour  at  Naha  is  capable  of  accommodating  four  ships 
of  1,500  tons,  but  at  present  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
make  in  bad  weather.  A  scheme  of  harbour  improvement 
has  been  drawn  up,  and  Government  assistance  is  to  be 
applied  for  in  tho  next  Diet.  The  effect  would  be  to  widen 
the  entrance  and  provide  accommodation  for  four  ships  of 
5,000  tons. 


LATIN  AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 

COFFEE  EXPORTS  IN  DECEMBER  QUARTER, 
1920. 

(From  H.M.  Vice-Consul.) 

Santos. 

The  following  quantities  of  coffee  were  shipped  from 
Santos  in  the  last  three  months  of  1920 :  — 

60-Kilo  Sacks. 

October  .  815,138 

November  .  784,316 

December  .  622,262 


Total  .  2,221,716 


Of  this  total,  817,774  sacks  were  carried  in  British  vessels, 
371,486  in  United  States  vessels,  3.50,601  in  Brazilian  vessels, 
169,224  in  Dutch  vessels,  and  133, 7&5  in  French  vessels. 

The  figures  for  the  SeptemlK'r  quarter  appeared  in  the 
“Journal”  of  9th  December  last,  and  were  2,292,410  sacks. 
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Finance  and  Banking. 


Shipping. 


ITALY. 


UNITED  KINGDOM. 


POSITION  AND  ACTIVITIES  OF  PRINCIPAL 
BANKS. 

In  their  Report  on  the  Commercial,  Industrial  and 
Economic  Situation  of  Italy  at  the  close  of  1920  (price 
Is.  6d.  net),  Sir  Edward  Capel  Cure,  Commercial  Counsellor, 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Henderson,  O.B.E.,  Commercial  Secretary  to 
H.M.  Embassy  at  Rome,  state  that  the  four  principal  Banks 
(Banca  Commerciale,  Credito  Italiaiio,  Banca  Italiana  di 
Sconto  and  Banco  di  Roma),  by  no  means  monopolise 
ordinary  banking  business  in  Italy.  In  1919  they  held  only 
one-fifth  of  the  total  amount  of  deposits,  the  remainder  being 
distributed  among  other  types  of  banking  institutions,  such 
as  Popular  and  Savings  Banks.  Nevertheless,  they  occupy 
a  commanding  position,  and  the  competition  which  they  have 
to  face  in  transacting  ordinary  business  is  leading  them  to 
develop  along  lines  which  are  usually  associated  with  German 
banking  enterprise.  The  tendency  was  thus  described  by  the 
Italian  Minister  of  Commerce  in  a  recent  speech: — “Our 
principal  banks  have  changed  their  character.  They  used  to 
be  credit  institutions  based  on  deposits ;  now  they  are  credit 
institutions  ba.sed  on  securities  the  value  of  which  depends 
on  their  market  price.”  The  reference  was  to  the  financial 
interest  which  the  banks  are  taking  in  industrial  concerns, 
which  has  its  counterpart  in  the  interest  which  industrials 
are  taking  in  the  banks.  In  the  early  part  of  1920  this  led  to 
a  lively  incident  which  came  to  be  known  as  “The  Assault  on 
the  Banks.”  Certain  members  of  the  powerful  Ansaldo 
Group,  after  acquiring  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Banca 
di  Sconto,  endeavoured  to  do  the  same  in  the  case  of  the 
Banca  Commerciale.  Another  company  followed  suit  with 
an  attack  on  the  Cri’dito  Italiano.  In  self-defence  the  banks 
issued  new  shares  which  they  placed  in  the  hands  of  nominees 
of  their  own.  A  violent  polemic  followed,  and  the  matter 
was  taken  up  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  who  appointed  a 
Commission  of  Inve.stigation,  which,  how'ever,  .so  far  as  is 
known,  has  never  issued  a  report.  The  new  law  jiroviding  for 
the  compulsory  registration  of  shares  has  met  with  such 
opposition  from  banking  and  commercial  circles  as  to  be  still 
in  a  state  of  flux. 

E.XTENSION8  AT  HoME  AND  AbROAD. 

The  period  since  the  Armistice  has  been  marked  by  a  con¬ 
siderable  extension  of  the  activities  of  the  banks.  In  Italy 
the  number  of  branches  established  by  the  four  banks  has 
grown  from  110  in  1913  to  356  in  1919,  and  abroad  the 
number  has  increased  during  the  same  period  from  13  to  51. 
Many  of  these  are  of  small  importance,  but  they  have  led  to 
an  absorption  of  some  of  the  local  institutions.  Speaking 
generally,  the  Commerciale,  Credito  and  Sconto  Banks 
operate  in  the  North  and  South,  while  the  Banco  di  Roma  is 
strongest  in  Latium  and  Tuscany. 

Most  of  the  branches  abroad  have  been  opened  by  the 
Banco  di  Roma,  ospcK'ially  in  the  I>evant,  which  is  its  tradi¬ 
tional  sphere  of  activity.  It  has  also  an  interest  in  the 
Banca  Italo-Russa  and  in  the  Sindicato  Commerciale  Italo- 
Russo. 

The  foreign  connections  of  the  other  three  banks  are  of 
greater  importance  and  tend  to  assume  the  form  of 
independent  institutions  in  which  the  mother  bank  has  a 
financial  interest.  Thus  the  Banca  Commerciale  has  recently 
established  the  Banca  Commerciale  Italiana  e  Bulgara  at 
Sofia  with  the  help  of  Bulgarian  capital ;  the  Banca  Orientale 
Italiana  at  Fiume  with  the  help  of  Hungarian  capital ;  the 
Banca  Commerciale  Italiana  e  Rumena  at  Bucharest  and 
Galatz ;  in  America  it  works  through  the  Lincoln  Trust 
Company,  and  the  Banca  Francese  e  Italiana  per  I’America 
del  Slid,  in  France  through  the  Banca  Commerciale 
(France),  in  Switzerland  through  the  Banca  della  Svizzera 
Itoliana,  and  in  the  Levant  through  the  Societa  Commer¬ 
ciale  deirOriente.  The  Banca  Commerciale  has  also,  as  is 
known,  a  branch  in  London. 

The  Credito  Italiano  has  increased  its  intore.st  in  the 
Banca  Italo  Belga  at  Antwerp  and  the  Credit  General 
Liegois ;  it  has  helped  to  establish  the  Banca  Unione  di 
Credito  in  Switzerland,  and  has  interests  in  the  Banque 
Generale  des  Pays  Roumains,  the  Banca  Italo-Cinese,  and 
various  banking  institutions  in  Austria,  Huncary.  and 
Czecho-SIovakia.  It  has  also  a  London  branch.  The  Banca 
di  Sconto  has  a  special  agreement  with  the  Banque  de 
Bruxelles  and  has  instituted  the  Banca  Italo-Caucasica  di 
Sconto,  and  in  America,  the  Italian  Discount  and  Trust 
Company.  Barclays  Bank  acts  for  it  in  London. 


MOVEMENT  OF  SHIPPING  IN  JANUARY. 

The  net  registered  tonnage  of  vessels  arriving  and  depart¬ 
ing,  with  cargoes  and  in  ballast,  in  the  coasting  and  foreign 
trades  (figures  for  the  United  Kingdom  as  a  whole),  are 
given  below  in  respect  of  the  last  four  months:  — 

Arrived.  Departed. 

Month.  Total  N.R.T.  Total  N.R.T. 

October,  1920  8,561,913  8,352,008 

November,  1920  .  9,174,895  9,111,247 

December,  1920  .  9,752,637  10,033,018 

January,  1921  9,128,369  8,655,800 

In  comparison  with  January,  1920,  the  total  tonnage  im¬ 
ported  in  January,  1921,  shows  an  increase  of  2  per  cent.,, 
but  the  total  tonnage  exported  shows  a  heavy  decline, 
amounting  to  2,272,(X)0  tons,  or  46  per  cent.  Whilst  the 
export  of  coal  and  coke  accounts  for  a  fall  of  1,974, (XX)  tons, 
the  widespread  slump  in  the  export  trade  is  evidenced  by 
declines  in  practically  all  classes  of  traffic.  The  table  given 
below  shows  the  total  exports  of  the  three  main  groups  of 
commodities  in  the  two  periods:  — 

January.  January.  Decrease 


Food,  drink  and  tobacco  ... 

Raw  materials  and  articles 
mainly  unmanufactured 

(including  coal)  .  3,627,000 

Articles  wholly  or  mainly 
manufactured  (including 

coke)  .  1,114,000 

The  average  time  in  berth  for  eight 
in  January  compared  with  6'23  days  in  December. 


1920. 

1921. 

per  cent. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

171,000 

96,000 

43-8 

3,627,000 

1,838,000 

49-2 

1,114,000 

707,000 

36-5 

for  eight 

ports  was 

6-85  days 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC. 


ABOLITION  AND  REFUND  OF  TONNAGE  DUES. 

H.M.  Charge  d’Affaires  at  Santo  Domingo  states  that  he 
has  received  a  notice  from  the  Receiver-General  of  Customs 
that  tonnage  dues  in  the  Republic  have  been  abolished  as 
from  1st  January,  and  that  on  application  a  refund  will  be 
made  of  any  dues  paid  since  that  date. 


FINLAND. 


STEVEDORES’  CHARGES  AT  HELSINGFORS. 

H.M.  Consul  at  Helsingfors  has  forwarded  a  copy  of  a 
uniform  contract  drawn  up  by  the  New  Federation  of  Finnish 
Stevedores  of  Helsingfors,  giving  conditions  and  prices  of 
loading  and  discharging  cargoes  of  vessels  visiting  the  ports 
of  Trangsund,  Wiborg,  Kotka,  Helsingfors,  Hango,  Yxpila, 
Brahestad,  Uleaborg,  Kemi,  and  Tornea  during  1921. 

Copies  of  this  document  may  be  obtained  on  loan  by  firms 
of  British  origin,  capital  and  control,  on  application  to  the 
Shipping  and  Transport  Section,  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade,  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.  2. 


GERMANY. 


SHIPPING  INTERESTS  OF  IRON  AND  STEEL 
CONCERNS. 

With  the  loss  of  the  ore  mines  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  there 
appears  to  be  a  tendency  for  the  general  groups  in  the 
German  iron  and  steel  industry  to  acquire  concessions 
abroad,  states  the  “Frankfurter  Zeitung.” 

As  is  well  known,  the  Rhein-Elbe-Union  had  allied  itself 
with  the  Phonix  and  Hoesch-Gesellschaft  group  and  has  been 
successful  in  acquiring  iron  ore  concessions  near  Sahara 
(province  Minas  Geraes),  Brazil.  For  the  transport  of  the- 
ore  a  company  has  been  formed,  styled  the  Frigga  A.G.,  with 
a  capital  of  10  million  marks,  in  which,  in  addition  to  the- 
mining  industry,  other  transp<Vt  companies  participate, 
namely,  the  Westfalische  Transport  A.G.  in  Dortmund,  the^ 
Fracht-contor  G.m.h.H.  in  Hamburg,  and  the  Raab,  Karcher 
and  Co.,  G.m.b.H.  in  Karlsruhe. 

The  addition  of  so  important  an  element  interested  in  the 
shipment  of  coal  is  noteworthy,  as  the  company  has  stated 
that  its  activities  will  lie  in  the  direction  of  the  export  of 
coal  and  the  import  of  ore. 

It  is  easy  to  see  how  combinations  of  shipbuilding  and  iron 
and  steel  groups  are  being  formed  by  considering  the 
numerous  amalgamations  which  have  been  effected.  Herr 
Hugo  Rtinnes,  for  example,  is  a  director  of  the  Hamburg- 
American  Line,  the  Deutschen  Ostafrika  Line,  the  W^oermann- 
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Line,  the  ^lidgard  (Deutsche  Seeverkehrs  A.G.)  in  Norden- 
ham,  and  the  V'isurgis  Herring  Fishery  A.G.  in  Dremen,  as 
well  as  president  of  his  own  company,  the  A.G.  Hugo 
Stinnes  fiir  Seeschifffahrt  and  Ueberseehandel  in  Hamburg. 


JAPAN. 

SHIPBUILDING  INDUSTRY. 

{From  the  Commercial  Secretary  to  II. M.  Embassy.) 

Tokio. 

It  is  stated  in  the  press  that  the  Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  will  introduce  during  the  present  session  of  the  Diet 
a  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  import  duties  on  shipbuilding 
materials,  in  the  interests  of  the  shipbuilding  industry. 

One  of  the  earliest  const^quences  of  the  depression  which 
overtook  Japan  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Armistice, 
and,  in  a  more  serious  form,  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  was 
a  widespread  agitation  for  Government  assistance  to  certain 
industries,  particularly  the  iron  and  shipbuilding  industries. 
The  agitation  usually  took  the  form  of  a  demand  for  the 
abolition  or  increase  of  import  duties  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  industry  in  question.  The  Government, 
while  wishing  to  alford  support,  were  frequently  faced  with 
the  difficulty  of  reconciling  conflicting  interests;  thus  the 
iron  industry  clamoured  for  increased  protection  again.st 
foreign  imports  of  steel,  while  shipbuilders  desired  its  free 
entry. 

It  would  appear  that  the  report  referred  to  above  is  sub¬ 
stantially  correct,  and  that  the  Bill  will  be  adopted  during 
the  present  session  of  the  Diet. 


MOROCCO. 


SHIPPING  SERVICES  -\T  TETUAN  AND 
CEUTA. 

{From  II. M.  Consul-General.) 

Tangier. 

There  is  at  present  no  direct  service  between  Tetuan  and 
ports  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  Maindy  Steamship 
Company  has  announced  its  intention  of  making  Tetuan  a 
port  of  call  for  their  steamers,  and  have  appointed  a  British 
protected  firm  as  their  agents.  The  Moss  Line  have  also 
appointed  the  Belgian  Honorary  Vice-Consul  as  their  agent 
ill  case  they  should  send  any  vessel  to  Tetuan. 

The  Bland  Line,  of  Gibraltar,  maintains  an  irregular  ser¬ 
vice  of  small  steamers  with  this  port,  and  Ceuta  for  bringing 
United  Kingdom  goods  transhipped  at  Gibraltar.  Much  loss 
to  British  trade  ensues,  however,  from  the  delays  and 
damage  to  goods  occasioned  by  the  process  of  transhipment. 

There  are  now  no  regular  services  between  Tetuan  and 
foreign  ports.  Goods  come  to  a  large  extent  from  Spain 
through  the  ports  of  Algeciras,  Malaga,  and  Cadiz  by  small 
steamers  and  sailing  boats.  The  Royal  Netherlands  Steam¬ 
ship  Company,  Amsterdam,  maintains  an  irregular  service 
between  this  port  and  Holland,  as  circumstances  jiermit, 
and  the  line  will  in  all  probability  resume  its  pre-war  monthly 
sailings,  goods  for  return  being  unloaded  at  Ceuta  when  the 
east  wind  makes  the  operation  too  dangerous  at  Tetuan. 
There  are  no  fixed  charges  for  freight  as  regards  any  of 
these  companies.  It  is  a  matter  of  bargaining  with  the 
agents  in  each  case. 

The  Compania  Transmediterranea  maintains  a  regular 
daily  service  between  Algeciras  and  Ceuta,  and  a  weekly 
service  between  Ceuta  and  Seville.  The  Royal  Netherlands 
Steamship  Company,  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  Oriental 
Navigation  Company,  of  New’  York,  both  run  regular 
monthly  services.  Small  steamers  belonging  to  Cadiz  and 
Seville  maintain  irregular  services  between  those  ports  and 
Ceuta.  As  regards  freight,  the  same  remarks  apply  as  in 
the  case  of  Tetuan. 

The  port  of  Ceuta  is  a  free  port,  but  certain  charges  are 
levied  on  goods  for  the  benefit  of  the  Junta  de  Obras  del 
Puerto  de  Ceuta  (the  Ceuta  Port  Works  Committee),  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which,  as  well  as  other  charges  for  loading  and 
unloading  goods  can  bo  siijiplied  at  the  address  given  below. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  goods  are,  as  a 
rule,  unloaded  or  loaded  directly  from  wharf  to  ve.ssel,  or 
vice-versa,  thanks  to  the  advanced  condition  of  the  port 
works,  so  that  a  considerable  economy  may  be  thus  effected. 

Further  information  may  lie  obtained  bv  United  Kingdom 
firms  on  application  to  the  Shipping  and  Transport  Section, 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  73,  Basingliall  Street, 
London,  E.C.  2. 


Railways, 

NORWAY. 


ROLLING  STOCK  AND  FREIGHT  RATES. 

In  his  Report  of  the  Industrial  and  Economic  Situation 
of  Norway  in  December  last  (Cmd.  1,145.  Price  9d.  net)  the 
Commercial  Secretary  to  H.M.  Legation  at  Christiania  shows 
the  extent  of  the  rolling  stock  held  by  the  State  railways  on 
30th  June,  1919,  and  the  quantities  of  new  rolling  stock 
received  during  the  period  1st  July,  1919,  to  30th  June, 
1920,  for  use  both  on  railways  already  in  operation,  and  on 
new  railways  under  construction,  as  follows:  — 


Period. 

Engines. 

Passenger 

Carriages. 

2  A  •  0 
Luggage 
Vans. 

Goods. 

Tiucks. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number 

Stock  June  30th,  1919 

419 

872 

108 

8,500 

Additions  July  1st, 
1919— 30th  ‘June, 
1920 

3.5 

.30 

4 

244 

Stock  June  30th,  1920 

454 

902 

112 

8,544 

Of  the  new  rolling  stock  added  during  the  above- 
mentioned  period,  24  locomotives  and  15  bogie  wagons  have 
been  imported,  while  the  remainder  of  the  rolling  stock  has 
been  built  in  Norwegian  workshops. 

Rates  of  Freight  Increases  over  1916 

The  rates  of  freight  now  ruling  are  calculated  on  the  basis 
of  a  tariff  introduced  in  1916,  plus  a  temporary  percentage 
of  increase  as  indicated  in  the  following  table:  — 

Various 

foodstufifs,  Other 
feeding  stut's,  express 

fertilisers  and  tre  igbt  Live 

Period.  Milk.  and  fuel.  goods.  Animals. 

Percent.  Percent.  lercmt.  Percent. 
From  Februarv  Ist, 

1920  ..‘  ..  100  130  160  130 

From  September  1st, 

1920 .  160  160  200  160 


SPAIN. 


RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION  IN  NORTHERN 
PROVINCES. 

{From  II. M.  Consul.) 

Bilbao. 


The  time  estimated  for  the  completion  of  the  whole  line 
from  Vitoria  to  Estella,  now  proceeding,  is  four  to  five 
years.  It  will  be  considered  as  a  continuation  of  the  line 
existing  between  Vitoria  and  Los  Martires,  at  which  latter 
place  it  will  join  up  with  the  Durango  and  Zumarraga 
railway. 

The  making  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  Vitoria-Estella 
line  has  recently  been  contracted  for  by  a  Spanish  company, 
the  price  being  1,742,000  pesetas,  and  in  the  near  future  the 
.section  between  Estella  and  Zubalequi,  as  well  as  the  section 
joining  Leorza  and  Ulibarri,  will  be  submitted  for  contract, 
this  latter  portion  necessitating  the  piercing  of  a  tunnel  of 
2^  kilometres.  The  section  which  will  connect  Vitoria  with 
Aberastegui  and  Ulibarri  is  being  pushed  on  vigorously  and 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  ready  for  traffic  by  next  August.  In 
connection  with  this  railway,  a  number  of  locomotives, 
first,  second,  and  third  class  carriages,  and  goods  trucks, 
have  recently  been  contracted  for.  The  Government  is  build¬ 
ing  and  financing  the  line,  and  for  that  purpose  has  voted  a 
sum  of  15,000,000  pesetas. 


3 

i) 

[ 


Onatb-San  Prudencio  Branch  Line. 


A  branch  line  from  Onate  to  San  Prudencio  is  also  under 
survey  for  prompt  construction,  and,  when  completed,  w’ill 
at  the  latter  place  join  the  Vitoria  to  Los  Martires  line. 
The  province  of  Guipuzcoa,  in  which  territory  this  line  runs,  : 
will  advance  the  Government  1,400,000  pesetas.  This  also  I 
will  be  a  national  line,  but,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Vitoria- 
Estella  railway,  the  province  through  which  it  runs  will 
[Missess  certain  administrative  {lowers  as  regards  its  direc¬ 
tion  and  general  working. 

Beneficial  Effect  on  Trade  and  Industry. 

Another  narrow-gauge  railway  w’hich  is  projected,  and 
for  which  the  land  is  being  rapidly  surveyed,  will  connect 
Zumarraga  with  Zumaya,  a  port  on  the  coast  about  halfway 
lietween  San  Sebastian  and  Bilbao.  This  railway  will  pass, 
amongst  other  places,  the  industrial  towns  of  Azgoitia  and 
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Azpcitia,  and  materially  benefit  and  facilitate  their  factories 
of  rope,  twine  and  sandals.  The  trade  of  Zuinaya  also  will 
bo  favourably  affected,  as  the  important  cement  factories 
established  there  will  receive  a  considerable  impetus,  and  the 
import  and  exiK)rt  trade  of  Zumaya  will  in  all  probability 
expand,  although  a  drawback  is  the  bad  entrance  to  the 
port  and  the  low’  depth  of  water,  which  admits  of  ships  of 
only  small  draught. 

Finally,  another  line,  from  Vitoria  to  Haro,  is  in  projec¬ 
tion,  which,  if  carried  out,  will  render  increased  facilities 
for  the  important  wine  industry  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Taking  all  the.se  lines  in  conjunction,  the  effect  of  the 
linking  up  cannot  but  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the 
general  commerce  of  the  three  provinces  of  Guipuzcoa,  Alava, 
and  Navarra. 


Minerals  and  Metals. 


GOLD  COAST. 

MINEllAL  PPiODUCTION  IN  1919. 

According  to  the  Heport  on  the  Mining  Department  for 
1919  by  the  Seci’etary  for  Mines,  the  total  value  of  the 
minerals  j)rodufed  in  the  Colony  in  that  year  was  £1,305,043, 
made  uj)  of  £1,254,258  gold  and  £50,785  manganese  ore. 

Goi.u  Mining. 

The  value  of  the  gold  ])r<Hluced  showed  a  decrease  of 
£83,279,  compared  with  1918.  With  one  n.xception  the 
decrease  was  general  amongst  tlio  mines,  and  can  only  bo 
accounted  for  by  the  decreastMl  tonnage  treated  as  the  result 
of  the  shortage  of  labour. 

The  weight  of  fine  trold  obtained  was  295,226  oz.,  of  which 
294, .507  oz.  were  obtained  by  mining  operations  and  719  oz. 
by  dredging. 

Mangankse  Mining. 

The  weight  of  manganese  ore  ex[K)rted  from  the  Dagwin 
and  Dagwin  Extension  Concessions  was  35,189  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  30,291  tons  shipped  in  1918.  However,  as  the 
result  of  the  decrease  in  price,  the  value  of  the  ore  exported 
was  only  £.50,785,  against  £102,619  obtained  in  1918. 

Tin  Mining. 

Near  Mankwadi,  in  the  Central  Province,  prospecting  was 
continued  throughout  the  year  on  the  tin  deposits  found 
there,  but  no  exports  were  made. 

Discovery  of  Diamonds. 

A  discovery  of  diamonds  by  the  Director  of  the  Geological 
Survey,  near  Kyebi,  in  the  Eastern  Province,  resulted  in 
concessions  being  acquired  for  diamond  mining,  but  up  to 
the  time  of  the  issue  of  the  Report  work  liad  not  been 
commenced. 


SOUTHERN  RHODESIA. 


MINERAL  PRODUCTION  IN  1920. 

The  following  statement  indicating  the  quantity  and 
value  of  various  mineral  products  raised  in  Southern 
Rhodesia  in  1920  has  been  received:  — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

OZ. 

£ 

Gold  . 

552,498 

3,056,549 

Silver  . 

158,982 

Carats. 

58,178 

Diamonds  . 

242J 

Tons. 

1,918 

Copper  . 

3,108 

333,111 

( 'lirome  ore  . 

60,269 

245,378 

Asbestos  . 

18,823 

459,572 

Tungsten-bearing  ores 

17-25 

1,519 

Arsenic  . 

437 

16,510 

Tin  . 

4-25 

661 

Mica  . 

96-8 

25,153 

.\ntimonv  . 

11-4 

219 

Coal  Output,  etc. 

Tons. 

Coal  raised  (unscreened) 

578,492 

Coal  sold  (screened)  . . 

333,997 

Coal  used  for  coke  . . 

157,097 

Coal  used  in  brick  kilns 

4,600 

V’^alue  of  coal  and  coke  used  . 

.  £252,220 

Chemicals  and  Oils. 


CANADA. 


OIL  DEVELOPMENT  IN  THE  NORTH-WEST. 

(From  II. M.  Trade  Commissioner.) 

Winnipeg. 

Much  activity  is  taking  place  in  the  Province  of  Alberta 
in  connection  with  the  oil  fields.  Several  important  dis¬ 
coveries  have  been  made,  and  it  is  predicted  that  this  will 
undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  greatest  oil  fields  on  the  American 
continent. 

The  most  important  item  in  connection  with  the  new 
discoveries  in  the  far  north  appears  to  be  the  problem  of 
transportation.  Notice  has  been  given  in  the  “Alberta 
Gazette”  that  at  the  forthcoming  Session  of  the  Legislature 
a  petition  will  be  presented  for  a  private  Bill  incorporating 
the  Imperial  Pipeline  Company.  It  is  understood  that  this 
is  being  made  by  interests  connected  with  the  Imperial  Oil 
Company.  The  proposed  company  will  seek  power  to  acquire 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  pipeline,  and  laying  pipes 
for  the  transmission  of  petroleum.  No  indication  of  the 
location  is  given,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  promoters 
have  in  mind  the  Fort  Norman  and  Great  Slave  Lake  oil 
fields  in  the  far  north. 

A  further  difficulty  is  personal  transportation  to  the 
northern  oil  fields,  which  are  located  about  a  thousand  miles 
north  of  Edmonton.  In  this  connection  it  is  understood  that 
the  Imperial  Oil  Company  have  recently  purchased  two 
“I.L.6”  aeroplanes  for  service  in  northern  Alberta  and  the 
Mackenzie  territory,  to  carry  passengers  from  a  point  in 
the  Peace  River  Country  northwards.  Work  has  already 
been  commenced  on  the  Imperial  Oil  Company’s  air  harbour 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Peace  and  Smoky  rivers. 

It  is  expected  that  there  will  bo  heavy  passenger  traffic 
from  the  south  over  the  Edmonton,  Dunvegan  and  British 
Columbia  Raiyway  in  the  spring  to  the  Peace  River  country, 
and  from  there  prospectors,  geologists,  and  others  will  take 
passage  by  the  air  route  for  the  far  north. 

The  proposal  that  the  northern  petroleum  should  be 
refined  in  the  far  north,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of 
transporting  the  crude  material  over  long  distances,  has 
been  put  forward.  It  would  be  possible,  however,  to  barge 
the  crude  oil  up  the  Mackenzie  River  from  the  Fort  Norman 
district  to  Great  Slave  Lake,  a  distance  of  about  400  miles, 
thence  up  the  Peace  or  the  Athabasca  rivers,  making  pro¬ 
vision  for  portaging  the  product  at  one  or  two  points,  or  by 
building  one  or  two  locks. 

Another  plan  suggested,  but  more  expensive,  is  that  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  should  build  a  railroad 
from  their  present  terminus  at  Peace  River,  north  to  Hay 
River,  about  400  miles,  or  to  the  head  of  the  Mackenzie 
River,  just  north  of  the  Great  Sla%'e  Lake. 

A  large  rush  of  prospectors  to  the  far  north  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  out  oil  leases,  is  expected  as  soon  as  the  thaw  sets 
in.  Under  the  present  Dominion  laws  no  one  person  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  lease  more  than  three  sections  of  640  acres  of  land 
each.  A  new  regulation  decrees  that  one-half  of  all  land 
filed  on  for  oil  shall  bo  reserved  to  the  right  of  the  Crown. 

That  North  Western  Canada  will,  in  the  comparatively 
near  future,  become  an  important  contributor  to  the  world’s 
oil  supply  is,  in  the  opinion  of  experts,  practically  assured. 


BOOKS,  ETC.,  RECEIVED. 

The  Argentine  Standard  Directory  of  Merchants  and 
Manufacturers.  Also  Supplement  of  the  1921  edition. 

The  noteworthy  feature  of  the  Supplement  is  that  it 
contains  the  London  addresses  of  Anglo-Argentine  com¬ 
panies  and  firms,  the  addresses  of  the  English-speaking 
residents  in  Argentina,  and,  finally,  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  principal  “Estancieros,”  and  agricul¬ 
turists 

The  Directory  will  be  sent  to  England  by  registered  book- 
post  on  the  receipt  of  a  remittance  of  £1  10s.  by  the 
Standard  Directory  Company,  Calle  Cangallo  685,  Buenos 
Aires,  or  can  be  obtained  from  the  London  agents,  A.  G. 
Begg  and  Co.,  813,  Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  E.C.  2. 


836 


THE  BOARD  OF '  TRADE  JOURNAL. 


March  24,  1921. 


Customs  Regulations  and 
Tariff  Changes. 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  IMPORTATION  OF  FOREIGN 
DYES. 

The  Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  Australia  is 
advised  by  the  Commonwealth  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs  that,  in  respect  of  shipments  made  on  and  after 
1st  April,  the  granting  of  licences  for  the  importation  of 
non-British  dyes  into  the  Commonwealth,  whether  from 
stocks  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  otherwise,  will  be  subject 
to  the  production  of  a  permit  issued  by  the  High  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Office.  From  the  date  mentioned,  exporters  of 
foreign  dyes  to  Australia  should,  therefore,  before  making 
shipments  of  such  dyes,  first  communicate  with  the  High 
Commissioner’s  Office,  Australia  House,  Strand,  London, 
W.C.  2. 


FIJI. 

REVISED  CUSTOMS  TARIFF. 

The  “Customs  Duties  Ordinance,  1920’’  (Xo.  38  of  1920), 
contains  the  rev'ised  Schedules  of  Imjmrt  Duties  and  Exemp¬ 
tions  from  Duty,  which  came  into  force  in  Fiji  on  1st 
January,  1921.  Under  this  Ordinance,  which  repeals  the 
“Customs  Duties  Ordinance,  1912,’’  as  subsequently  amended, 
no  changes  have  been  made  in  the  rates  of  import  duties,  but 
a  number  of  articles  have  been  removed  from  the  Schedule 
of  Imjjort  Duties  and  added  to  the  Schedule  of  Free  Goods. 

.Id  Valorem  Duties. 

The  Ordinance  provides  that  in  all  cases  where  any  duty 
is  imposed  on  the  value  of  the  goods,  such  value  shall  be 
understood  to  bo  the  value  as  ascertained  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Customs  Regulation  Ordinance,  1881. 
with  ten  per  centum  added. 

The  complete  text  of  the  revisinl  Schedules  may  be  swii 
on  application  to  the  Tariff  Section,  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade,  18,  Queen  Anne’s  Gate,  S.W.l. 


GIBRALTAR. 

REVISED  CUSTOMS  DUTIES  ON  TOBACCO. 

The  Revenue  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1921  (Xo.  4  of  1921), 
imposes  the  following  revised  duties  on  tobacco  imported 
into  the  Colony,  with  effect  from  3rd  March,  1921:  — 

Chopped,  cut,  rolled,  cake,  or  other  manufactured 
tobacco,  pressed  or  parked,  per  lb.,  4^d. 

Tobacco,  chopped  and  loose,  per  lb.,  4d, 

Cigars  and  cigarettes,  per  lb.,  fid. 

Tobacco,  other  than  the  above  classes,  per  lb.  3d. 


MALTA. 

APPLICATION  OF  THE  METRIC  SYSTEM  TO 
THE  COLLECTION  OF  CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

The  “Malta  Government  Gazette’’  for  2nd  March  contains 
copy  of  a  Regulation  of  that  date,  making  provision  for  the 
replacement,  as  from  1st  July,  1921,  of  the  British  and 
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Alaltese  weights  and  measures  by  the  metric  system  of  weighta 
and  measures,  in  connection  with  the  levying  of  Customs 
duties  and  the  payment  of  drawbacks  in  the  Island  of  Malta. 

The  complete  text  of  the  Schedules  of  Specific  Import 
Duties  and  Drawbacks  attached  to  the  “Import  Duties 
Revision  Ordinance,  1920’’  (as  published  in  the  “Board  of 
Trade  Journal’’  for  16th  December  last),  and  as  now  adjusted 
in  accordance  with  the  present  Regulation,  is  given  below : 

First  Schedule. 

Table  of  Specific  Duties. 

Articles.  Duty. 

£  s.  d. 
Per  litre. 

Alcohol  of  any  strength  not  exceeding  the 
strength  of  proof  by  Sykes’  hydrometer  (London 
proof)  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  strength 

greater  than  that  of  the  said  proof  .  4  11 

Per  hectolitre. 

containing  more  than  one  per  centum  of 

proof  spirit  .  16  6 

containing  not  more  than  one  per  centum 

of  proof  spirit  .  1  10 

Per  100  kilos  or 
fraction  not  less 
than  ^  kilo  in 
proportion. 


Bullocks  and  other  animals  of  the  kind  .  5  0 

Grains: —  Per  100  kilos. 

Wheat  .  4  & 

Ditto,  if  damaged  so  as  to  bo  unfit  for  the 

food  of  man  (commonly  called  frumentazzo)  11 

Grains,  manufactured,  including  all  kinds  of 

manufactured  grain  .  7  7 

Grains,  manufactured,  if  damaged  so  as  to  bo  unfit 

for  the  food  of  man  .  2  fi 

Per  head. 

Horses  .  10  0 

Per  100  kilos. 

Malt  .  6  4 

Meat  (all  kind.s)  fresh,  frozen  or  preserved,  other 
than  meat  pastes  and  meat  preserved  by  salt  only  12  7 

Per  head. 

Mules  .  10  0 


Per  hectolitre. 


Oils,  edible,  with  the  exception  of  oils  ust*d  as 
medicine,  and  of  lin.seed  oil  and  other  oils  in¬ 
tended  for  industrial  purposes,  being  unfit  for 
the  food  of  man  .  2  5 

Petroleum  and  petrol  spirit  .  1  10 

Per  100  kilos. 

Potatoes  .  1  1 

Pulse  (kidney  beans,  lentils,  peas  and  flour  of 

P'llsej  .  1  0 

Per  kilogramme. 

Saccharin,  including  mixtures  containing  sac¬ 
charin  and  substances  of  a  like  nature  or  use .  2  7  3 

Per  100  kilos. 

Sheep  and  swine  .  5  0 


Per  litre. 

Spirits  or  strong  waters,  other  than  alcohol,  of  any 


strength  not  exceeding  the  strength  of  jiroof  by 
Sykes’  hydrometer  (London  proof)  and  so  iii 
proportion  for  any  strength  greater  than  that  of 

the  said  proof  .  3  4 

Spirits,  methylated  .  3 

Per  100  kilos. 

Sugar,  refined  .  2  8 

Sugar,  raw  .  8 

Tobacco :  —  Per  kilogramme. 

Cigars  (not  including  wrapper)  .  11  0 

(’igarettes  (not  including  wrapper)  .  8  10 

Cavendish  or  Negro  head  .  5  0 

Other  manufactured  tobacco  .  5  0 

Snuff  .  3  9 

T’^nmanufactured  tobacco,  except  ordinary  leaf 
tobacco  imported  for  the  local  manufacture  of 

common  cigars  .  3  9 

Ordinary  leaf  tobacco,  unmanufactured,  im¬ 
ported  for  the  local  manufacture  of  common 

cigars  .  2  6 

Per  litre. 

Varnish  containing  spirits  .  3 

Per  hectolitre. 

Vinegar  .  4  8 
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CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  continued. 

£  s.  d. 

Articles,  Duty. 


Wine  imported  in  casks  not  exceeding  12-2  per 
cent,  of  alcohol  in  100  parts  of  dutiable  liquid 


at  G2  deg.  F. 
do. 

13  2 

62  dc'g.  F . 

6 

9 

ii 

3 

do. 

14-2 

62  deg.  F . 

11 

7 

do. 

15-2 

62  deg.  F . 

13 

11 

do. 

16-2 

62  deg.  F . 

1 

V 

9 

do. 

17-2 

62  deg.  F . 

2 

5 

2 

do. 

18-2 

62  deg.  F . 

3 

2 

6 

do. 

19  2 

62  deg.  F . 

3 

19 

11 

do. 

20-2 

62  deg,  F . 

4 

17 

3 

do. 

21-2 

62  deg.  F . 

5 

14 

7 

do. 

22-2 

62  deg.  F . 

6 

12 

0 

do. 

23-2 

62  deg.  F . 

11 

11 

7 

exceeding 

23-2 

62  deg.  F . 

16 

13 

4 

'ine  imported 

in  bottles 

shall  pay  an  additional 

duty,  viz.;  — 

Per  doz.  reputed  magnums. 

Sparkling  . 

.  1  10  0 

Per  doz.  reputed  litres. 

Sparkling  . 

.  15  0 

Per  doz.  reputed  ^-litres. 

Sparkling  . 

Per  litre. 

Still  . 

.  3 

Fourth  Schedule. 

Drawbacks. 

II  anufactiired  wheat — 

For  every  7G  kilos  of  flour,  semola,  paste,  biscuit,  or  other 
wheat  manufactured  in  these  islands,  which  the  owner 
thereof  shall  produce  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  and 
shall  immediately  thereafter  export  from  these  islands, 
ho  shall  receive  the  amount  of  duty  upon  100  kilos, 
llanufactured  tobacco —  s.  d. 

For  every  kilogramme  of  tobacco  manufactured 
in  these  islands  on  being  exported  as  merchan¬ 
dise,  including  such  tobacco  shipped  as  stores 
or  exported  bj'  Parcel  Post,  the  exporter 
shall  rec-eivo  . . .  3  6 

And  in  the  case  of  the  exportation  of  cigars 
maniifactured  in  these  islands  with  ordinary 
leaf  tobacco,  the  exporter  shall  receive  for 
every  kilogramme  of  such  tobacco  exported  as 
merchandise,  including  such  tobacco  shipped 

as  stores  or  exported  by  Parcel  Post  .  0  2  4 

Provided  that  the  Collector  of  Customs  is  satisfied  that  the 
exporter  does  not  take,  or  attempt  to  take,  undue  advantage 
of  any  extraneous  matter  in  the  manufactured  tobacco  or 
of  any  mixture  of  different  qualities  of  tobacco  which  are 
subject  to  different  duties,  in  which  cases  the  Collector  of 
Customs  shall  have  power  to  make  a  proportionate  deduction 
from,  or  to  refuse  payment  of,  the  drawback. 


NIGERIA. 


IMPORTATION  OF  IMMATURE  SPIRITS. 

The  “Gazette  Extraordinary’’  of  10th  February  contains 
copy  of  Regulation  No.  2  of  1921,  dated  10th  February,  1921, 
i.ssued  under  the  Customs  Ordinance,  1916,  restricting  the 
importation  of  immature  spirits  into  Nigeria. 

The  Regulation  is  as  follows:  — 

The  Customs  Regulations  (No.  13  of  1916)  are  hereby 
amende<l  bv  the  insertion  after  Regulation  37  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Regulations:  — 

“37a.  No  imported  spirits  (other  than  gin  and  liqueurs) 
may  be  delivered  from  the  control  of  the  Customs  for  human 
consumption  unless  the  Collector  is  satisfied  that  the  spirits 
have  been  matured  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  years. 

“Provided  tint  this  Regulation  shall  not  apply  to  ])ettv 
consignments  of  medicinal  preparations  containing  alcohol, 
or  to  rectified  sj)irits  imported  for  the  purjiose  of  making 
medicines.’’ 

The  imnortntion  of  all  “trade  spirits”  into  the  British 
W  est  .\frican  Colonies  is  prohibited. 


ST.  VINCENT. 

NEW  PREFERENTIAL  TARIFF. 

The  Boarfl  of  Trade  have  received  copy  of  “Customs 
Duties  .Amendment  Ordinance.  1921”  (No.  1  of  1921),  con¬ 
taining  the  revised  Sched)ile  of  Import  Duties  at  present  in 
operation  in  the  Colonv.  The  present  Ordinance,  which  was 
assen+ed  to  *>7+11  .Tnnuarv.  1921,  gives  effect  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Canada-AVest  Indies  Trade  Agreement  of  June,  1920, 
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in  so  far  as  they  apply  to  St.  Vincent,  and  the  preference 
accorded  to  Canadian  goods  under  the  terms  of  that  Agree¬ 
ment  is,  by  the  present  Ordinance,  extended  to  similar  goods 
imported  into  the  Colony,  and  grown,  produced,  or  manu¬ 
factured  in  any  part  of  the  British  Empire. 

The  complete  text  of  the  Schedule  may  be  seen  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Tariff  Section,  Department  of  Overseas  Trade, 
18,  Queen  Anne’s  Gate,  S.W’.  1. 


ZANZIBAR. 


RATE  OF  EXCHANGE  FOR  ASSESSMENT 
OF  CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

Government  Notice  No.  9,  dated  31st  January,  1921,  and 
published  in  the  “Zanzibar  Government  Gazette”  of  that 
date,  states  that,  as  from  the  date  of  publication  and  until 
further  notice,  invoice  values  of  goods  imported  into  Zanzibar 
will  be  assessed  for  duty  purposes  at  the  rate  of  Rs.l3  annas  8 
to  the  pound  sterling. 


FOREIGN. 


AUSTRIA. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIST  OF  GOODS 
REQUIRING  IMPORT  AND  EXPORT 
LICENCES. 

In  virtue  of  an  Austrian  Decree,  dated  16th  February, 
and  publi.shed  in  the  Austrian  “Bundesgesctzblatt”  for  22nd 
February,  with  effect  as  from  2oth  February,  alterations  are 
made  in  the  lists  of  goods  for  which  export  and  import  licences 
are  necessary.  A  translation  of  these  lists  (which  were 
appended  to  the  Austrian  Decree  of  28th  December  last)  was 
published  at  pages  195-197  of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal” 
for  17th  February. 

Goods  Itequiring  an  Import  Licence. 

The  following  item  now  takes  the  place  of  the  items  in  the 
former  list  concerning  Nos.  339,  341,  and  342;  — 

No.  in  Austrian 
Customs  Tariff. 

I  Leather  and  leather  wares,  except  buck,  goat, 
328 — 330 1  kid,  sheep,  and  lamb  skins,  tanned,  not 

333 — 337  I  dyed,  or  further  prepared  (Tariff  Nos.  331 

339 — 344  I  and  332),  and  except  saddlers’  and  harness- 

l  makers’  wares  (Tariff  No.  338). 

Goods  Itequiring  an  Export  Licence. 

The  following  items  now  take  the  place  of  the  items  in  the 
former  list  concerning  Tariff  Nos.  157 — 163  and  No  340- _ 

ex  159  162  ‘  Tanning  materials  and  tanning  extracts. 

C  Leather  and  leather  wares,  except  saddlers’ 

328—337  J  and  harness-makers’  wares  (Tariff  No.  338), 

340,  342 — 4  I  and  except  trunkmakers’  wares  (Tariff  No. 

'■  339),  and  gloves  (Tariff  No.  341). 


BELGIUM, 


IMPORT  PROHIBITIONS  MODIFIED. 

The  “Aloniteur  Beige”  for  16th  Alarch  contains  a  Decree 
of  the  Ministry  of  Industry,  Labour  and  Supply,  dated  12th 
March,  exempting  the  following  goods  from  import  licence 
requirement  on  importation  into  Belgium:  — 

Rye  in  sheaves  or  in  grain. 

Slaughtered  male  calves  imported  with  the  .sexual  organs 
still  adhering. 


BRAZIL. 


CONSULAR  INVOICE  REGULATIONS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  translation  of  a  Circular 
addressed  by  the  Brazilian  Ministry  of  Finance  to  the 
Brazilian  Consular  authorities,  emphasising  the  necessity  of 
complying  strictly  with  the  regulations  respecting  Consular 
invoices  (of  goods  shipped  to  Brazil),  prescribed  by  Dt'cree 
No.  14,039  of  29th  January,  1920.  Non-compliance  with 
these  regulations  involves  a  fine  of  2  per  cent,  of  the  value 
of  the  goods  concerned. 

A  copy  of  the  regulations  referred  to  may  be  seen  by 
British  exporters,  on  application  to  the  Tariff  Section  of 
the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  18,  Queen  Anne’s  Gate, 
London,  S.W.  1, 
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DENMARK. 


WITHDRAWAL  OF  EXl’ORT  PROHIBITION 
OF  BRAN. 

Tho  Danish  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  issued  a  Notifica¬ 
tion,  dated  IStli  February,  which  withdraws  the  prohibition 
on  the  export  of  bran  from  Denmark,  which  was  imposed  by 
the  regulations  of  the  Danish  Corn  Law  of  10th  September, 
1920,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministerial  Decree  of  28th 
September  last. 


CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CHANGES— c  ovtir.ued 


Imports. — The  requirement  of  a  Ministerial  licence  on  im¬ 
portation  into  Italy  has  been  dispensed  with,  until  further 
notice,  in  the  case  of  the  following  goods:  — 

Coal  imported  by  land  routes  for  private  account. 
Correspondence  envelopes  lined  with  coloured  paper. 
Frozen  meat. 

Glass  globes  for  incandescent  and  electric  lamps,  includ¬ 
ing  those  with  ground  edges,  and  those  ground  and 
having  an  outlet  for  vapour  or  moisture. 


NETHERLANDS. 


FRANCE  AND  ALGERIA. 


EXPORT  DUTY  ON  OILCAKE  MODIFIED. 

The  French  “Journal  Officiel”  for  loth  March  contains  a 
Presidential  Decree,  dated  12th  March,  which  alters  the 
export  duty  on  oilcake  to  5  frs.  per  100  kilogs.  (gross  weight) 
on  edible  ciilcake,  and  1  fr.  per  100  kilogs  (gross  weight)  on 
other  oilcake.  These  duties  supersede  those  (of  2^  frs.  per  100 
kilogs  on  sulphated  cake  for  manure,  and  10  frs.  per  100 
kilogs  on  other  cake),  fixcnl  by  the  Decr(?e  of  10th  January 
last.  (See  page  102  of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  for  27th 
January.) 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  IMPORT  PROHIBITIONS  ON 
CERTAIN  PAPER  AND  CELLULOSE  PULP. 

The  “Journal  Officiel”  for  13th  March  contains  a  Presiden¬ 
tial  Decree,  dated  10th  March,  w  hich  withdraws  the  restric¬ 
tions  imposed  in  June  and  October  last  on  the  importation 
into  France  and  Algeria  of  cellulose  pulp  for  the  manufacture 
of  newsprint  paper,  and  of  paper  in  rolls. 


WITHDRAWAL  OF  EXPORT  PROHIBITIONS. 

The  French  “Journal  Officiel”  for  11th  March  contains 
a  Presidential  Decree,  dated  3rd  March,  which  withdraws, 
as  from  the  latter  date,  the  prohibition  on  the  export  and 
re-export  from  France  and  Algeria,  of  green  or  dried  un¬ 
roasted  chicory  roots  (Tariff  No.  1(53).  As  notified  at  page 
282  of  this  “Journal”  for  10th  March,  the  export  of  this 
commodity  was  already  provisionally  permitted  without 
licence. 

A  Notice  published  in  the  “Journal  Officiel”  of  15th  March 
intimates  that  the  export  from  France  and  Algeria  of  raw 
fur  skins  (Tariff  No.  22)  is  now"  permitted  without  licence 
until  further  notice. 


GREECE. 

REMOVAL  OF  IMPORT  RESTRICTIONS  ON 
COFFEE  AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM. 

H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at  Athens  reports  that  the 
Greek  Ministry  of  National  Ec.inomy  has  announced  that 
the  restrictions  imposed  in  December,  1919,  on  the  import 
of  carbide  of  calcium  and  coffee  into  Greece  have  now  been 
raised. 


ITALY. 


MODIFICATIONS  OF  IMPORT  AND  EXPORT 
PROHIBITIONS. 

The  Board  of  Trade  .are  in  receipt  of  information  from 
H.M.  Commercial  Counsellor  at  Rome  to  the  effect  that  tho 
exportation  from  Italy  of  tho  following  goods  covered  by 
Schedule  “C”  of  tho  Italian  Ministerial  Decree  of  30th 
Decemb<'r  last  (see  pages  130 — 1  of  the  issue  of  this  “Journal” 
for  3rd  February)  may  now'  be  effected  w  ithout  the  require¬ 
ment  of  a  -Ministerial  licence:  — 

Chocolate. 

Manganese  ore,  whatever  tho  percentage  of  metal. 

Magnesite  bricks. 

Kewsj)rint  j)aper.  (Export  is  still,  however,  conditional 
on  the  cession  to  the  National  Institute  of  Exchange 
of  the  foreign  currency  obtained.) 

Oliv'es  of  any  quality  and  ])reserved  in  any  manner. 

Quinine  salts  (subject  to  tho  importation  of  correspond¬ 
ing  quantity  of  quinine). 

Sulphate  of  co|)per.  (The  exportable  surplus  of  sulphate 
of  copper  is  limited,  and  the  Customs  are  required  to 
report  daily  tho  amount  exported.) 

Zinc  dross  and  other  zinc  w  aste. 

Tho  export  of  had  and  zinc  ores  is  again  placed  under 
control  and  a  ISfinisterial  licence  is  therefore  required  in  the 
case  of  these  goods. 


MODTFIC.VTIONS  OF  EXPORT  PROHIBITIONS. 

H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at  The  Hague  reports  that 
tho  prohibition  on  the  exportation  from  the  Netherlands  of 
tho  following  goods  has  been  withdrawn  as  from  the  dates 
specified :  — 

Grass,  clover,  fresh  and  preserved  green  fodder,  and 
horse  chestnuts  (2nd  March). 

Preserved  meat,  and  food  partly  or  w  holly  manufactured 
from  meat  (17th  February). 

Stable  manure  (25th  February). 

Tho  former  regulations  regarding  tho  export  of  cattle 
have  been  withdrawn,  and  the  export  of  cattle  and  meat  is 
now  permitted,  subject  (in  the  case  of  cattle)  to  a  satisfactory 
certificate  of  health  being  obtained  from  tho  district 
veterinary  surgeons. 


SWITZERLAND. 

ICNFOIUT^MENT  OF  IMPORT  RESTRICTIONS 
ON  CERTAIN  GOODS, 

H.M.  Minister  at  Berne  reports  that  the  Swiss  Federal 
Council  has  decided  to  introduce,  as  from  18th  March,  an 
import  licence  system  for  certain  goods,  in  virtue  of  the 
power  conferred  on  the  Council  by  the  recent  Decree  of  the 
Federal  Assembly,  particulars  of  which  were  given  in  the 
notice  at  pages  2):^-4  of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  for 
lOth  March. 

The  list  of  goods  in  respect  of  w  hich  import  licences  (to  be 
obtained  by  importers  from  the  Import  Section  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Economy,  ii,  Bubenberg  Platz,  Berne) 
are  now  necessary,  covers  barrels  and  tubs,  w  ickerwork,  paper 
and  paper  wares  of  various  kinds,  Ijottles,  iron  furniture,  and 
tin  boxes.  A  more  detailed  specification  of  the  goods  affected 
by  the  re.striction  will  be  published  in  the  “Board  of  Trade 
.Journal”  as  .soon  as  the  details  become  available. 


REVISED  EXPORT  PROHIBITIONS. 

With  refeiH'iico  to  the  notice  under  the  above  heading  at 
pages  156-7  of  this  “Journal”  for  10th  February,  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  now  received  copy  of  a  Decree  of  the  Swi.ss 
Federal  Department  of  Public  Economy  and  tho  Federal 
Food  Office,  dated  24th  February,  which  provides  that,  as 
from  5th  March,  all  goods,  except  those  enumerated  below, 
may  bo  exported  from  Sw  itzerland  under  general  licence. 


(a)  Goods  Si  bjhct  to  Licence  Issi  ed  by  the  Federai,  Food 
Office — Export  Sectio.n. 

From  Categoru  I. — Foodstuffs. 

No.  in  Sw  iss 
Customs  Tariff. 


cx  1 


ex  63—  4 

91 

ex  92 
ex  93 

ex  98  and  99 

ex  138-42 


Mlu'at,  not  crushed,  in  consignments  of  more 
than  100  kilogs  gross  weight. 

Cocoa  |)owder,  chwobte  jia.ste,  chocolate,  in 
cxuisignments  of  more  than  5  kilogs  gross 
weight. 

Milk,  fresh. 

Milk,  conden.sed,  sterilised,  in  consignments 
of  more  than  36  kilogs  gross  weight. 

Cream. 

Cheese,  hard  and  soft;  Schabzeiger  chec'e. 

From  Category  II. — .Animals. 

Cows,  heifers,  and  young  cattle. 


(b)  Goons  Subject  to  Licence  Issued  by  the  Federat, 
Department  of  Pubi.ic  Economy. — Export  Section. 

From  Category  III. — Hides  and  Skins,  etc. 

1^2 — 3  Raw  hides  and  skins,  salted  or  not,  dried. 

From  Categor}/  V. — Wood. 

Firewood  of  deciduous  or  resinous  trees,  and’ 
wood  for  the  manufacture  of  fibrous 
material  or  cellulose. 

Wooden  casks  for  tho  transport  of  liquids. 


ex  221—2 

ex  256 
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No.  ill  Swiss 
Customs  Tariff. 

Frvin  Category  VI  (a). — Haw  Materials  for  the 
Manufacture  of  I'aper. 

283  Rags  of  all  kinds,  except  those  for  manure; 

old  ropes  and  other  waste  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  paper,  waste  paper  (maculature), 
etc. 

From  Category  VII. — Textiles,  etc. 

ex  344  Artificial  cotton  waste. 

300—3,  369  Cotton  fabrics,  plain,  twilled  or  figured,  un¬ 
bleached  or  crea lut'd. 

From  Category  XI. — Metals  and  Metal  U’ares. 

708  Waste  from  iron  working  (filings,  turnings, 

etc.). 

711  Scrap  iron  and  old  iron. 

ex  814  Copper  turnings. 

868  Parings,  ashes  and  dross  of  precious  metals. 

ex  869  Gold,  silver  and  platinum,  unwrought;  coined 

gold. 

870  Gold,  .silver  and  platinum,  rolled  in  plates  or 

bands. 

ex  871  Gold,  silver  and  platinum  wire  and  thread; 

metal  wire,  spun  round  with  gold  or  silver ; 
metallic  wire  of  chromium,  manganese, 
titanium  or  uranium  (but  not  molybdenum 
or  tungsten  wire). 

872  Fabrics  of  gold  or  silver  thread ;  gold  and 

silver  leaf. 

From  Category  AVI’. — Drugs,  Chemicals,  Colours,  etc. 

972  Saccharine. 

ex  1019  Permanganate  of  potash. 

1070  “Trois-six,”  spirits  of  wine,  denatured. 

1098  Aniline,  anthracene  and  naphthaline  colours, 

and  tar  colours  not  specially  mentioned  in 
the  Swiss  General  Customs  Tariff. 

1099  Indigo,  natural  or  .synthetic,  indigo  solution. 

TUNIS. 

IMPORT  PROHIBITION  ON  TEA  WITHDRAWN. 

The  “Journal  Officiel  Tunisien”  for  19th  February  contains 
a  Beylical  Decree,  dated  10th  February,  u  hicb  withdraws  the 
j)rohibition  on  the  im[>ortation  of  tea  into  Tunis. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

QUARANTINE  MEASURES  REGARDING  IM¬ 
PORTATION  OF  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 
FROM  CERTAIN  COUNTRIES. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  copy  of  a  Quarantine 
-Notice,  No.  49,  issued  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (Federal  Horticultural  Board)  which,  as  from 
1st  April  next  until  further  notice,  prohibits,  except  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  annexed  to  the  Notice,  tho 
importation  or  entry  into  the  United  States  from  Cuba,  the 
Bahamas,  Jamaica,  the  Canal  Zone,  Costa  Rica,  India,  the 
Philijipine  Islands,  Ceylon  and  Java,  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
in  a  raw  or  unprocessed  state,  and  of  plants  or  portions  of 
plants  used  as  |)acking  material  therefor  or  otherwise,  and 
forbids  tho  movement,  without  permission,  from  the  port  of 
first  arrival  in  tho  United  States,  of  any  railway  car,  boat, 
or  other  vehicle  coming  from  the  countries  in  question. 

Full  details  as  to  tho  Regulations  annexed  to  the  Notice 
may  be  seen  on  apiilication  at  the  Tariff  Section,  Department 
of  Overseas  Trade,  18,  Queen  Anne’s  Gate,  London,  S.W.l. 

PROPOSED  TARIFF  CHANGES. 

BELGIUM. 

PROPOSED  INCREASED  IMPORT  DUTIES 
ON  CERTAIN  ARTICLES. 

A  Bill  was  introduced  into  tho  Belgian  Chamber  on  15th 
March,  proposing  to  increase  the  Belgian  Cu.stoms  import 
duty  on  various  articles,  many  of  which  are  of  a  “luxury” 
character,  and  proposing  also  to  increase  the  consumption  tax 
on  cigars,  cigarettes,  tobacco,  and  certain  beverages.  Tho 
Bill  also  proposes  that  tho  maximum  “coefficient  of  increase” 
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I  “ 

which  may  bo  applied  to  the  specific  duties  of  the  Belgian 
Customs  Tariff,  shall  be  increased  from  3  (as  fixed  by  the 
Law  of  10th  June,  1920)  to  6. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Bill  will  probably  bo  accepted 
by  the  Legislature,  and  that  its  provisions  may  come  into 
force  very  shortly. 

A  summary  of  the  new  rates  of  duty  propo.sed  in  the  Bill 
is  given  below,  with  an  indication  of  the  duty  at  present 
applicable  to  the  articles  in  question.  Further  particulars 
of  tho  present  measure  and  of  its  progress  in  the  Belgian 
Legislature  will  bo  given  in  this  “Journal”  as  .soon  as  the 
information  becomes  available  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Revised  Import  Duties  Proposed  in  the  Bill  Submitted 
TO  THE  Belgian  Chamber  on  15th  March  (with  an 
Indication  of  the  Duties  at  Present  in  Force). 


Rate  of  Duty. 

Articles. 

Proposed  by 
the  Bill. 

Present. 

Hats  : — 

Containing  silk  . . 

20%  ad  val. 

10-20%  oa  val. 

Other 

15%  „ 

10-18%  „ 

Clothing  of  all  kinds : — 

Containing  silk  . . 

20%  „ 

15-20%  „ 

Other 

15%  „ 

13-18%  ,. 

Photographic  apparatus  . . 

15%  „ 

13% 

Photogiaphic  and  cinematograph 

films 

15% 

Free 

Musical  Instruments 

15% 

10%  ad  vaL 

Toys  and  sporthig  goods 

15-20%  „ 

13% 

Jewellery  . . 

10%  „ 

Free 

Furniture  . . 

15% 

10%  ad  val. 

Statuary  and  “  objets  d’art  ”  . . 

15% 

Free 

Perfumes  . . 

20% 

15%  ad  val. 

Furs— dressed 

5% 

90  frs.  per  100 
kilogs. 

Furs — completely  finished  wares 

20% 

10%  ad  val. 

Gloves,  unsewn 

10% 

10% 

Gloves,  other 

15% 

10% 

Jute,  sacks,  emjity,  used 

5% 

Free  or  15% 
ad  val. 

Pottery 

10-15%  ,. 

10%  ad  val.  or 

2i  fr.  per  100  kgs. 

Laee 

15°(,  .. 

Free  or  10-15% 
ad  val. 

Cai'pets  (wool) 

20% 

125  to  37.5  frs. 
per  100  kilogs. 

Handkerchiefs,  linen 

15% 

10%  ad  val. 

Hat  braids,  other  than  straw  . . 

5% 

Flee 

Carpets  of  pure  or  mixed  silk 

20%  „  ) 

\ 

15%  ad  val.  or 
from  000  to  2100 

Fabrics  of  pure  or  mixed  silk 

15%  „  J 

frs.  per  100  kgs. 

Glassware,  except  bottL-s 

10-15%  ad  val. 

10%  ad  val  or  2 
frs.  per  100  kgs. 

Vehicles,  other  than  railway  rolling 
stock  : — 

(1)  Motor  cars  (chassis,  with  oi 
w  ithout  engines  or  bodies)  : 

Per  100  kilogs. 

AH  cars  weighing  less  than 

2,000  kilogs. 

20%  ad  val. 

•  240  frs. 

Passenger  ears  weighing  less 

than  4,000  kilogs. 

20% 

240  „ 

Other  cars  weighing  from 

2,000  to  4,000  kilogs.  . . 

15%  „ 

150  ,. 

Other  cars  weighing  4,000 

kilogs  or  more  . . 

15%  „ 

75  „ 

(2)  Motor  cvcles,  with  or  with 

out  side  cars  or  engines 

20% 

360  ,. 

(3)  Parts  and  accessories  of 
motor  cars  and  ^  motor 

cycles 

15%  ,. 

from  4  to  24  frsi 

(4)  Cycles 

15%  ., 

12%  ad  val. 

(5)  Cycle  parts,  finished 

15% 

12% 

Cycle  jiarts,  partly  finished 

12ro  .. 

12% 

(’ycle  accessories  . . 

15% 

12-15%  „ 

(fi)  Airships  and  aeroplanes  . . 

20ro 

80  frs.  per  10© 
kilogs. 

Parts  of  airships  and  aero- 

planes 

15% 

6-24  frs.  per  100 
kilogs.  or  10% 
ad  val. 

(7)  Other  vehicles 

15% 

1 2%  ud  val. 

(8)  Tyres  on  all  vehicles 

15^0 

per  100  kilogs. 

from  60  to  34© 
frs.  per  100  kgs. 

Rare  vegetables,  and  vegetables 

imported  out  of  season 

3-12  frs. 

Free 

Mineral  waters 

10  frs. 

Free 

Fresh  fruit : — 

per  100  kilogs 

Apricots,  pineapples,  early 

cherries  and  strawberries  and 

grapes 

120  frs. 

36-90  frs. 

Pears  and  apples  specially  [ 

packed,  early  plums  ' 

100  frs. 

36-90  frs. 
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Rate  of  Duty. 


Articles. 

1  Proposed  bj' 
the  Bill. 

Present. 

Strawberries  and  cherries  in 

season,  and  fruit  not 

specially  mentioned 

30  frs.  1  '| 

1 

Melons  . . 

60  frs. 

from  30-90 

Plums  in  season 

25  frs. 

1 

frs.* 

Cucumbers,  pears  not  specially 

' 

packed 

12  frs.  1 

Apples,  unpacked 

5  frs. 

Free 

each 

each 

Watches : — 

Gold 

20  frs. 

frs. 

Platinum 

20  frs. 

\\  frs. 

Silver 

5  frs. 

l|  frs. 

Other  metals 

IJ  frs. 

IJ  frs. 

per  loo  kiloga. 

Oysters,  fresh 

20  frs. 

Free 

Lobsters,  fresh 

40  frs. 

Free 

•  Apples  are  duty-free. 


EXCISE  TAkfiFF  CHANGES. 


AUSTRIA. 


INCREASE  IN  CONSUMPTION  DUTIES. 

The  Austrian  “Bundesgesetzblatt”  for  11th  February  con¬ 
tains  an  Order,  dated  9th  February,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
consumption  taxes  on  spirits,  beer  and  wine  produced  in  or 
imported  into  Austria  are  increased  as  from  loth  February, 
to  the  rates  shown  below'.  Particulars  as  to  the  former 
rates  of  duty  on  these  articles  were  given  in  the  notice 
at  page  383  of  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal”  for  23rd 
September,  1920. 

Spirits. — The  consumption  duty  on  spirits,  whether  pro¬ 
duced  in  Austria  or  imported,  is  increased  from  50  to  100 
kronen  per  litre  of  pure  alcohol  contained  in  the  spirits. 

Beer. — The  l)eer  tax  is  rais«‘d  from  10  to  20  kronen  per 
hectolitre-degree  of  extract,  with  a  minimum  tax  of  80  kronen 
per  hectolitre  of  wort.  The  tax  is  levied  on  imported  beer 
at  20  kronen  per  hectolitre  and  per  saccharometric  degree  of 
the  wort  {Stammwiirze)  with  a  minimum  tax  of  80  kronen  per 
hectolitre  of  beer. 

U'i/ie. — The  wine  tax  is  increased  from  200  to  400  kronen 
per  hectolitre.  For  fruit  wine,  fruit  must,  berry  wine,  except 
potable  fruit  must  and  beriw-  must,  the  fermentation  of 
w'hich  has  been  limited  by  pasteurisation  or  other  means, 
the  tax  is  increased  from  40  to  80  kronen  per  hectolitre. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS  TRADE. 


FACILITIES  OFFERED  TO  BRITISH  TRADERS. 

ITie  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  has  at  its  command  an 
extensive  overseas  intelligence  system,  which  comprises  the 
Commercial  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  and  Trade'  Commissioners  and  Imperi.il  or  other  Trade 
Correspondents  in  the  Empire. 

From  this  Intelligence  Service  information  on  all  subjects  of 
commercial  interest  is  received  at  the  Department,  where  it  is 
collated  and  classified  in  a  form  convenient  for  reference,  and 
is  available  to  any  British  trader  upon  personal  or  written  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Department  at  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  West¬ 
minster,  London,  S.W.l. 

The  information  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  is  of  a 
widely  varied  nature,  and  includes  such  matters  as  the  following : 
Sources  of  supply,  prices,  etc.,  of  trade  products;  Foreign  and 
Colonial  contracts  open  to  tender ;  openings  for  British  trade 
abroad;  genera!  conditions  prevailing  in  Overseas  markets; 
demand  for  particular  articles  abroad:  nature  and  extent  of 
fo^'eign  competition,  and  suggestions  for  meeting  it ;  methods  of 
distribution  and  marketing  ;  credit  conditions,  terms  of  payment, 
etc.,  abroad  ;  firms  at  home  engaged  in  particular  lines  of  business  ; 
Foreign  and  Colonial  importers  of  British  goods;  firms  or  in¬ 
dividuals  considered  suitable  to  act  as  representatives  or  agents 
for  British  firms.  Foreign  and  Colonial  Tariff  and  Customs  regula¬ 
tions;  statistics  of  Imports  or  Exports;  forms  of  Certific.Ttes  of 
Origin ;  regulations  concerning  commercial  travellers.  Consular 
Invoices:  shipping  and  transport,  etc.  etc. 

In  addition,  samples  of  foreign  competitive  goods  and  com¬ 
mercial  products  are  constantly  being  received  from  abroad  and 
are  available  for  inspection  by  British  traders  at  7  to  11,  Old 
Bailey,  Ixmdnn,  E.C.4. 

METHODS  OF  ADDRESSING  ENQUIRIES. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  invites  applications  for 
assistance  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  British  goods  who 
are  desirous  of  initiating  or  extending  Overseas  connections,  but  ' 
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it  is  desired  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two  points,  the  observance 
of  which  will  facilitate  the  supply  of  the  information  required. 

Where  the  enquiry  concerns  an  Overseas  market  the  applicant 
may,  of  course,  apply  direct  to  H.M.  Trade  Commissioners  or 
Imperial  or  other  Trade  CoiTespondents  in  the  British  Empire,  and 
to  H.M.  Commercial  Diplomatic  or  Consular  Officers  in  Foreign 
Countries,  but  it  is  generally  advisable  to  communicate  in  the 
first  instance  with  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35  Old 
Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.l,  as  the  information  required 
is  frequently  already  in  the  possession  of  the  D^artment,  and 
the  delay  involved  in  communicating  with  the  Officers  abroad 
oan  therefore  often  be  avoided.  Should  the  information  required 
not  be  available  in  London,  the  Department  will  make  all  neces¬ 
sary  enquiries  abroad  on  the  applicant's  behalf. 

When  making  application  for  information  enquiries  should 
clearly  ^ecify :  — 

(1)  The  countries  concerning  which  information  is  required; 

(2)  The  precise  kind  of  goods;  and 

(3)  The  particular  points  in  regard  to  which  the  information 

is  sought. 

By  following  this  method  of  making  their  enquiries  as  specific 
as  possible  applicants  will  materially  assist  the  Department  in 
its  endeavour  to  supply  the  precise  information  required. 


[NOTICE  TO  MANUFACTURERS  AND  EXPORTERS. 
— British  firms  mmy  obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
persons  or  firms  referred  to  in  the  follovring  notices  of 
“Openings"  by  applying  to  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade,  and  quoting  the  specific  reference  number  and 
country. 

In  eases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  in  regard  to  restrictions  on 
trading,  reference  should  be  made  personally  or  by  letter 
to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  {Development  and 
Intelligence),  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.IF.  1. 

Applioationa  lor  names  and  addresses  mast  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Ttade,  except  where  otherwise 
stated. 


BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

HARDWARE,  ALUMINIUM-WARE,  CnjTLERY,  CROCK¬ 
ERY,  ETC. — A  well-known  firm  in  Sydney,  with  branches  in  all 
the  main  towns,  desire  to  undertake  the  representation  through¬ 
out  Australia  of  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  and  suppliers 
‘>f  hardware,  aluminium-ware,  enamel  tiles,  imitation  leather, 
cutlery,  spoons  and  forks  and  crockery.  The  firm  are  under¬ 
stood  to  have  an  excellent  selling  organisation  and  are  well 
established  with  the  wholesale  houses  and  large  importing  retail 
houses  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  (Reference  No.  362.) 

HOSIERY. — An  Australian  firm,  with  good  connections  among 
the  wholesale  and  retail  houses  desire  to  obtain  agencies  for 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers,  and  supnliers  of  hosiery,  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  Australia.  (Reference  No  363.) 

PIECE-GOODS,  HOSIERY,  AND  OTHER  SOFT  GOODS.— 
An  important  Melbourne  firm,  with  houses  in  all  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Commonwealth,  desire  to  secure  the  representation  of 
British  manufacturers  of  the  following  : — Piece-goods  (including 
woollens,  worsteds,  tweeds,  costume  cloths,  and  cotton  dress 
fabrics),  ducks,  linen  goods,  silk  goods,  furnishing  fabrics,  carpets, 
linoleums,  travelling  lUgs,  blankets,  quilts,  table  covers,  ser¬ 
viettes,  cotton  towels,  ribbons,  hosiery  and  underwear,  hats, 
men’s  haberdashery,  and  Nottingham  goods. 

The  firm  proposes  to  send  out  samples,  patterns,  etc.,  to  all 
the  centres.  They  would  require  a  commission  on  all  busines.s 
done,  and  an  overriding  commission  on  busine.ss  received  through 
other  channels  from  the  territory  covered.  The  firm  would 
undertake  the  responsibility  for  all  the  business  transactions 
involved,  would  attend  to  shipment,  and  make  the  necessary 
payments  for  shipments.  (Reference  No.  364.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

TENDERS  INVITED. 

VICTORIA  GOVERNMENT  RAILW.4YS  REQUIREMENTS 
— His  Majesty’s  Senior  Trade  Commissioner  in  .Australia,  has  for¬ 
warded  copies  of  specifications,  conditions,  blue  prints,  and  f(>rms 
of  tender  in  connection  with  calls  for  tenders  by  the  Victorian 
Government  Riiihvays  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of- — 

(1)  Copper  Tubes  and  Pipes.  (Contract  No.  33936.) 

(2)  Superheater  Elements.  (Contract  No.  33935.) 

(3)  Canstan  L.ithe  with  Firebox  Stay  Outfit.  (Contr.act  No. 

33952.) 

(4)  Horizontal  Plate  Bending  Rolls.  (Contract  No.  33945.) 

Sea'ed  tenders  on  the  proper  forms  will  be  received  by  the 

Victorian  Railway  Commissioners,  S]K-ncer  Street,  Melbourne,  up 
to  6th  .April  in  the  case  of  (1)  and  (2),  and  up  to  18th  May 
in  the  case  of  (3)  and  (4).  The  tenders  must  bo  accompanied  by 
a  preliminary  deposit  of  i  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  of  the 
offer.  Local  representation  is  essential,  and  as  the  time  for  the 
receipt  of  tenders  is  limited,  it  will  be  necessary,  at  least  as 
regards  (1)  and  (2),  for  firms  tendering  to  instruct  their  Ircal 
agents  by  cable. 

Copies  of  the  specifications  in  connection  with  the  above  tendere 
mav  he  consulted  bv  British  firms  interested  at  the  Department 
of  Overseas  Trade,  35  Old  Queen  Street,  (Room  59),  Westminster, 
.S.W.l. 
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'  OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE— 

ENQUIRY  AT  OFFICE  OF  HIGH  COMMISSIONER 
FOR  AUSTRALIA. 

'I'lie  following  enquiry  hcis  been  rei'eived  at  the  Oftice  of  the 
High  Commissioner  for  Australia,  Australia  House,  Strand, 
l.oi  dcii  W.C.2:  — 

SOFT  GOODS,  PIECE-GOODS. — A  Sydney  merchant,  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  England,  is  anxious  to  get  into  touch  with  Britisli 
manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen  piece  goods,  laces,  embroid 
eries,  gloves,  silks,  ribbons,  carpets,  linoleums,  etc.  The  ap¬ 
plicant  already  represents  several  British  manufacturers  in 
Australia,  and  now  desires  to  obtain  further  agencies.  (Refer 
ence  No.  412/20/7/479.) 

Replies  should  be  addressed  to  the  Official  Secretai'y,  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Australia  Commercial  Information  Bureau,  Australia 
House,  Strand,  London,  VV.C.2,  quoting  the  reference  number. 


CANADA. 

BUILDING  STONE. — A  contractor  and  carver  in  Toronto  de- 
Kires  to  obtain  the  representation  of  United  Kingdom  firms  dealing 
in  Portland  and  Bath  building  stone,  on  a  commission  basis,  for 
the  Province  of  Ontario.  (Reference  No.  365.) 

ELECTRIC  RAILWAY  SUPPLIES.— A  firm  of  manufacturers' 
agents  in  Toronto  desire  to  obtain  the  representation  of  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  electric  railway  supplies  such  as 
car,  track  and  overhead  material,  crossings,  switclies,  pole 
brackets,  insulators,  etc.,  steel  gears,  pinions,  car  axles,  and 
steel  wheels,  on  a  commission  basis,  for  the  whole  of  Canada. 
(Ri'ference  No.  366.) 

MEN’S  FURNISHINGS,  DRY  GOODS,  BOOTS  AND  SHOES 
— A  firm  of  manufacturers’  agents  in  Montreal  desire  to  obtain 
the  representation  of  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  men’s 
furnishings,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  on  a  commission  basis. 
(Reference  No.  367.  ) 

FANCY  WORSTEDS  AND  WOOLLENS.— A  manufacturers 
agent  and  commission  merchant  selling  to  the  wholesale  jobbing 
and  manufacturing  trade,  desires  to  obtain  the  representation 
of  United  Kingdom  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  fancy 
worsteds  and  woollens,  on  a  commission  or  consignment  basis, 
for  the  whole  of  Canada.  (Reference  No.  368.) 

NOVELTY  TEXTILE  LINES,  PIECE  GOODS,  ROPES.— A 
film  of  manufacturers’  agents,  with  offices  in  Tonuito  and  V’an 
couver,  desire  to  obtain  the  representation  of  United  Kingdom 
manufacturers  of  ducks,  drills,  canvas,  grey  cottons,  handkerchiefs, 
cliintzes,  cretonnes,  worsteds,  tweeds,  cheviots,  serges,  suitings, 
coatings,  linens  (especially  for  baggage  linings),  novelty  rextile 
lines,  and  manila  and  hemp  ropes  and  cordage,  on  a  commission 
basis,  for  the  whole  of  Canada.  (Refereiu.e  No.  369.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

ENQUIRY  AT  OFFICE  OF  HIGH  CO.MMIS8IONER  FOR 
CANADA. 

The  following  enquiry  has  lieen  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
High  Commissioner  for  Canada,  19,  Victoria  Street,  London, 
S.W.l.  All  replies  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  foregoing  address. 

MARKET  SffUGHT  FOR.  MACARONI.— A  Montreal  firm  ask 
for  names  of  United  Kingdom  importers  of  macaroni. 

ENQUIRIES  AT  OFFICE  OF  CANADIAN  TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The  following  enquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Canadian 
Covernment  Trade  Commissioner’s  Office,  Portland  House,  73, 
Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C.2,  whence  further  information 
mav  be  obtained  : — 

RAILWAYS  (REPRESENTATIVE’S  SERVICES  OFFERED). 

— A  correspondent  in  Ontario,  e.xperienced  in  the  management  of 
steam  and  electric  railways  and  able  to  furnish  United  Kingdom 
references,  would  be  glad  to  act  for  United  Kingdom  manufac¬ 
turers  requiring  a  Canadian  representative  or  sales  organiser. 

TILES. — A  Quebec  firm  invite  United  Kingdom  wall  and  floor 
tile  manufacturers  who  are  in  a  position  to  fill  orders  to  forward 
their  catalogues  and  prices. 

TEXTILES,  GLOVES.  — A  Toronto  firm  of  manufacturers 
agents  wish  to  represent,  upon  a  commission  basis,  actual  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  hasiery,  underwear,  woollens,  dress 
goods  and  gloves. 

MARKETS  SOUGHT. 

CANNED  SALMON,  FROZEN  AND  SMOKED  FISH.— Ai. 
important  British  Columbia  cqmpany,  packing  and  shipping 
canned  salmon,  and  frozen  and  smoked  fi.sh,  are  de.sirous  of  ex 
changing  correspondence  with  responsible  I'’nited  Kingdom  firms 
prepared  to  purchase  and  handle  their  goods. 

PIANOS. — A  Montreal  firm  manufacturing  upright  pianos  amt 
player  pianos,  wish  to  arrange  for  their  sale  in  the  Ignited  King 
dim. 

MACARONI,  VERMICELLI,  ETC.— An  Eastern  Conadian 
company  manufacturing  macaroni,  vermicelli,  etc.,  in  various 
qualities,  are  in  a  position  to  export,  and  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  United  Kingdom  buyers.  j 

NEW  ZE.ALAND.  j 

TENDERS  INVITED  i 

66.000  VOLT  INSULATORS  FOR  LYTTELTON.- H.M  ! 

Irade  Commissioner  in  New  Zealand  has  forwarded  particulars  of  ' 
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a  call  for  tenders  by  the  Public  Works  Department  for  6,000  pin 
insulators  suitable  for  a  line  operating  at  66,000  volts  between 
phases. 

Tenders,  which  must  be  accompanied  by  a  deposit  of  £100, 
will  be  received  up  to  noon  on  19th  April  by  the  Secretary, 
Public  Works  Tenders  Board,  Government  Buildings,  Wellington. 

Copies  of  the  specifications  may  be  seen  on  application  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Street  (Room  59), 
Westminster,  S.W'.l. 

•  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

FOODSTUFFS  AND  TOILET  REQUISITES.— An  old-estab 
lished  and  well-known  Cape  Town  manufacturers’  representative, 
wishes  to  secure  agencies  for  foodstuffs  and  toilet  requisites. 
(Reference  No.  370.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

TENDERS  INVITED 

IRRIGATION  EQUIPMENT.— H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  at 
Johannesburg  has  forwarded  particulars  of  a  call  for  tenders 
by  the  Kamana.ssie  Irrigation  Board  for  the  supply  of  the 
following  materials  rerjuired  in  connection  with  the  construction 
of  irrigation  works. 

Contract  No.  16. — Ten  36in.  sluice  valves,  spindles  and  head- 
stocks,  together  with  the  necessary  cast  iron  special  pipes 
and  jointing  materials. 

Contract  No.  17. — Six  tons  of  wrought  iron  gratings,  ladders, 
etc. 

Contract  No.  18. — 26  wrought  iron  or  steel  sluice  gates  an<l 
headstocks  for  canal  intakes. 

Contract  No.  19. — About  five  tons  of  copper  plates. 

Contract  No.  20. — Bitumen  sheeting,  bitumen  and  pitch. 

Specifications  and  further  particulars  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Engineer,  Kamanas.sie  Dam,  Oudtshoorn. 

In  the  case  of  Contracts  Nos.  16,  17,  and  18,  a  deposit  of 
£1  Is.  must  be  made  in  respect  of  each  Contract  for  copy  of 
the  plans.  These  deposits  will  be  returned  upon  receipt  of 
bona  fide  tenders. 

'fenders,  which  must  be  endorsed  '‘Tender  for  Contract  No.  — '. 
must  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary,  Kamanassie  Irrigation  Board, 
Oudtshoorn,  and  be  received  on  or  before  30th  April. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders 
is  limited,  and  this  intimation,  therefore,  will  be  of  use  only 
to  firms  having  agents  in  South  Africa  who  can  be  instructed 
by  cable. 

ELECTRICAL  GENERATING  PLANT  — H.M.  Trade  Com 
missioner  at  Johannesburg  has  also  forwarded  particulars  of  a 
call  for  tenders  by  the  Borough  Council  of  King  William’s  Town, 
for  the  supply  and  erection  of  steam  driven  electrical  generating 
machinery,  boilers,  switchgear  and  cable,  or  alternatively  for  gas 
driven  plant. 

Specifications  and  all  further  information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Borough  Electrical  Engineer,  King  William’s  Town, 
j  Applications  must  be  accompanied  by  a  deposit  of  £2  2s.,  which 
I  will  be  returned  upon  the  receipt  of  a  bona-fide  tender. 

Tenders,  which  should  be  endorsed  on  the  outside  “Generating 
Plant,”  and  addressed  to  the  Town  Clerk,  King  William’s  Town, 

I  will  be  received  up  to  noon  on  1st  August. 

I  COAL  TAR. — H.M.  Senior  Trade  Commissioner  in  South  Africa 
has  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  particulars 
of  a  call  for  tenders  by  the  Durban  Corporation  for  the  supply 
of  400  tons  of  coal  tar  or  tar  substitute. 

Sealed  Tenders,  which  should  be  addressed  to  the  Town  Clerk, 
Durban,  and  marked  outside  “Tender  for  Coal  Tar,”  will  be 
received  up  till  11  a  m.  on  27th  April. 

Copies  of  the  specification  and  forms  of  tender  may  be  had 
on  application  at  the  Office  of  the  General  Store  Keeper,  Alice 
Street,  Durban, 

I  H.M.  Trade  Commissioner  has  forwarded  a  copy  of  the 
;  specification,  etc.,  which  may  be  inspected  by  United  Kingdom 
i  firms  interested  on  application  to  the  Enquirv  Office,  35,  Old 
j  Queen  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.l,  up  to  30th  March,  after 
]  which  date  it  will  he  available  for  loan  to  firms  in  the  provinces 
j  who  are  unable  to  arrange  for  its  inspection  in  London.  Applies - 
I  tions  should  bear  the  re  ference  number  5040  E.D.  ,/P.N. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders 
is  limited,  and  this  intimation,  therefore,  will  be  of  use  only 
j  to  firms  having  agents  in  the  Union  who  can  be  instructed  by 
I  cable. 

MALTA. 

TENDERS  INVITED. 

COAL. — Sealed  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  Treasury,  Val¬ 
letta,  Malta,  up  to  10.30  a  m.,  on  14th  April,  for  the  supply  of 
coal  to  the  Government  of  Malta. 

Tenders  received  after  the  said  date  and  hour  will  not  he  con¬ 
sidered. 

Printed  forms  of  tender,  and  of  the  conditions,  may  be  obtained 
on  application  at  the  Treasury,  Valletta,  or  to  the  Crown  Agents 
for  the  Colonies,  4,  Millbank,  Westminster,  London,  S.W.l. 

Each  tender  must  contain  the  name  of  the  surety  whom  the 
tenderer  intends  to  propose  for  securing  the  performance  of  the 
contract  and  the  payment  of  the  penalties  therein  provided. 

'The  tenderer  whose  offer  is  accepted  shall  incur  a  penalty  of 
£500  should  he  or  his  surety  fail  to  attend  to  sign  the  contract 
within  three  days  from  the  date  of  an  intimation  to  that  effect. 
Provided  that  the  said  tenderer  and  his  surety  shall  be  held  to 
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have  bound  themselves  to  an  agreement,  and  may  be  compelled 
to  carry  out  the  obligations  arising  from  the  acceptance  of  the 
tender,  although  a  formal  contract  was  not  executed. 

Tenderers  shall  not  retract  or  withdraw  their  tenders  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  expiration  of  the  period 
fixed  for  the  delivery  of  the  tenders,  so  that  the  tenders  shall 
remain  binding  and  may  be  accepted  at  any  time  during  the 
said  period  of  fifteen  days. 


EUROPE. 


BELQIUM. 

StXlTTISH  OOAL. — A  Belgian  residing  in  Brussels  desires  to 
secure,  for  the  whole  of  Belgium,  agencies  on  commission  (pav 
ment  against  bill  of  lading)  for  colliery  owners  in  Scotland. 
Correspondence  in  English.  (Reference  No.  371.) 

HOUSE  COAX.,,  GAS  COAL  AM)  PITCH.— A  Belgian 
agent  residing  near  Charleroi  desires  to  secure  tlie  agency  of 
colliery  owners  in  Yorkshire  or  Durham  for  the  sale  of  house 
coal,  gas  coal  and  pitch.  Correspondence  in  French.  (Refer 
ence  No.  372.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


BULGARIA. 

AGENT’S  SERVICES  OFFERED. — An  Englishman  resident 
in  Bulgaria,  who  is  now  in  England,  and  is  shortly  returning  to 
Sofia,  desires  to  get  into  touch  with  United  Kingdom  firms,  with 
a  view  to  acting  as  agent.  (Reference  No.  373.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  tl 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


FRANCE. 

MOHAIR  AND  CAMEL’S  HAIR  YARNS.— His  Majesty’s 
Consul-General  at  Paris  reports  that  an  agent  in  that  city  desires 
to  represent  British  manufacturers  exporting  mohair  and  camel’s 
hair  yarns.  Correspondence  preferred  in  French.  (Reference  No. 
374.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


HUNGARY. 

ELECTRICAL  GOODS. — An  agent  established  at  Budape.-^t 
desires  to  represent  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  electrical  goods,  especially  insulating  materials,  including  mica, 
micanite,  Manson,  and  other  tapes,  varnishes,  and  varnished 
fabric.  (Reference  No.  375.J 

HARDWARJ-;,  ENGINEERS’  SUPPLIES.— An  agent  estah 
lished  at  Budapest  is  desirous  of  securing  the  representation  for 
Hungary  on  a  consignment  basis  of  United  Kingdom  firms  deal- 
uig  in  hMdware  and  engineers’  supplies.  It  is  understood  that 
the  firm  is  in  a  position  to  offer  suitable  bank  guarantees.  (Refer 
ence  No.  3'76.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


LITHUANIA. 

MILITARY  EIQUIPMENT,  ETC. — The  Lithuanian  Govern¬ 
ment  are  desirous  of  making  extensive  purchases  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  the  under-mentioned  military  equipment,  etc.  It 
is  stated  that  it  is  very  important  that  all  orders  should  be  placed 
before  the  end  of  the  present  month.  Preference  will  be  given  to 
new  goods  and  materials,  but  second-grade  lines,  if  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  will  receive  consideration. 

All  communications  appertaining  to  this  matter  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Mr.  J.  Sutkus,  Lithuanian  Ijegation,  10,  Palace  Gate, 


Kensington,  London,  VV.8.  (Telephone  Number:  Kensington 

Description  of  Goods.  Quantity. 

Militery  greatcoats,  khaki  .  ^,000 

Tunics,  khaki  .  25,000 

Trousers,  khaki  . 40,000 

Vesta  (wool  and  cotton  mixture  or  heavy  cotton)  ...  40,000 

Pants  (wool  and  cotton  mixture  or  heavy  oootton)  ...  40,000 

Bed  linen,  sheets,  .  50,000 

or  material  for  .  (metres)  212,000 

Blankets  (new)  .  20,000 

Army  pillows,  .  30,000 

or  material  for  .  (metres)  fd.OOO 

Mattreases  (Army  type)  .  30,000 

Puttees,  khaki  .  (pairs)  40,000 

Lining  for  uniforms  . '. .  (metres)  40,000 

Khaki  cloth  for  coats .  (metres)  5,000 

Horse  blankets  .  5,000 

Army  belts  (leather  or  web)  .  25,000 

Haversacks,  khaki  canvas  with  straps  .  25,000 

Bridles  and  reins  .  (sets)  5,000 

Khaki  shirts  .  50,000 

Complete  Hospital  Uniforms  (coat,  waistcoat, 

trousers,  dressing  gown)  .  3,000 

Pillows,  . .  40,000 

or  suitable  material  for  .  (metres)  10,000 


OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  continued. 


Cotton  fabric  to  be  used  in  the  place  of  socks.  (This 
would  seem  to  be  a  calico  or  light  duck  or 
canvas  cloth,  pure  finish,  pi-esumably  white.) 

(metres)  50,000 

Field  cookers  .  100 

Field  shoeing  forges  .  50 

Army  cars,  medium  size  .  100 

Typewriters  (English  leaden  characters)  .  20 

Sewing  machines  (treadle  or  foot)  .  20 

10  units  weighing  machines  up  to  500  kgs .  50 

10  units  weighing  machine  up  to  200  kgs .  50 

10  units  weighing  machines  up  to  100  kgs .  104 

100  units  weighing  machines  up  to  1,000  kgs .  13 

Complete  weighing  machines  (scales)  .  200 

Petrol  for  light  van  .  (tons)  60 

Petrol  for  automobiles  .  (tons)  70 

Petrol  for  automobiles .  (tons)  10 

Automobiles,  motor  cycles,  bicycles  with  accessories 
Complete  telephone  apparatus. 


NETHERLANDS. 

WOOLLEN  GOODS. — H.M.  Consul-General  at  Rotterdam 
reports  that  an  important  firm  of  tailors  and  outfitters  at  Amster¬ 
dam,  with  branches  in  seven  or  eight  places  in  the  Netherlands, 
desire  to  obtain  the  representation  for  Holland  of  a  United 
Kingdom  manufacturerer  of  woollen  goods.  (Reference  No.  377.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


NORWAY.  . 

SPRING  AND  TYRE  STEEL.— A  firm  of  general  merchants 
and  commission  agents  in  Bergen  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
a  United  Kingdom  firm  manufacturing  spring  and  tyre  steel, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  their  agency  for  Norway.  (Reference 
NO.  378.) 

STEEL  R.4ILS. — A  firm  in  Christiania  desire  to  represent 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  steel  rails  for  railways  and 
tramways.  (Reference  No.  379.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  oi  Overseas  Trade. 


SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE  STATE. 

TENDERS  INVITED. 

HOSPITAL  EQUIPMENT.— The  Commercial  Secretary  to 
H.M.  Legation,  Belgrade,  reports  that  the  General  Sanitary 
Department  of  the  Serb-Croat-Slovene  Ministry  of  Health  la 
inviting  tenders  for  the  supply  of  the  following  hospital  equip 
ment : — 10,000  convalescents’  dressing-gowns  (cotton),  2,000 
doctors’  white  hospital  coats,  500  overalls  for  male  attendants, 
5,000  aprons  for  nurses,  2,000  convalescents’  winter  dressing- 
gowns  (wool),  3,000  burial  shirts,  3,0(X)  burial  caps  of  black  satin, 
o,000  pairs  burial  socks,  6,OCO  ineties  of  calico  sheeting  for  the 
making  of  covers  for  the  dead,  2,000  metres  ot  canvas  for 
stretchei's. 

Tenders,  which  should  preferably  be  in  Serbian  or  failing  that 
m  German  or  French,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Ministarctvo  Narodnog  Zdravlje),  Belgrade,  by  the  4th 
.April. 

Prices  should  be  quoted  per  piece,  and  a  deposit  of  20  per  cent, 
must  accompany  the  tender. 

United  Kingdom  firms  intending  to  quote  are  advised  to 
arrange  for  the  appointment  of  a  representative  in  the  Serb- 
Croat-Slovene  State  to  deal  with  the  details. 


SPAIN. 

DRUGS,  CHEMICALS,  PAINTS.— H.M.  Consul,  Seville, 
reports  that  a  firm  of  commission  agents  in  that  city  is  desirous 
of  securing  the  representation  of  British  firms  manufacturing  or 
exporting  drugs,  clieniiials,  and  paints.  (Reference  No.  380.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  tbe 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


SWEDEN. 

YARNS. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in  Norrkoping  desire 
to  represent  British  manufacturers  of  worsted,  cotton,  flax,  and 
other  yarns,  and  threads.  (Reference  No.  381.) 

COLONIAL  PRODUCE. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in 
Norrkoping  are  desirous  of  representing  British  houses  for  the 
import  of  coffee,  cocoa,  spices,  fruits,  syrups,  and  sugar,  etc. 
(Reference  No.  382.) 

CHEMICALS  FOR  THE  TEXTILE  INDUSTRY.— A  firm  of 
commission  agents  in  Norrkoping  desire  to  represent  British 
manufacturers  of  chemicals  for  the  textile  industry.  (Reference 
No.  383.) 

TEXTILE  MACHINERY. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in 
Norrkoping  desire  to  represent  British  manufacturers  of  textile 
machinery.  (Reference  No.  384.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  ths 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 
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OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  'mh'DE- continued. 


ASIA, 


CHINA  AND  JAPAN. 

IRON  AND  STEEL  SPECIALITIES,  MINING  AND 
GENERAL  ENGINERING  SUPPLIES.— An  old  esUblished  6rin 
of  engineers’  representatives,  with  extensive  connections  in  China, 
wish  to  secure  a,dditional  agencies  for  iron  and  steel  specialities, 
mining  and  general  engineering  supplies.  The  governing  director, 
who  is  in  I.,ondon,  is  prepared  to  interview  firms  interested. 
(Reference  No.  385.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  he  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


EASTERN  SIBERIA  AND  MANCHURIA. 

WOOLLENS,  POTTERY,  GLASSWARE,  BEI.TING,  ILVIL- 
WAY  MATERIALS,  ETC.— A  United  Kingdom  firm  of  general 
merchants,  who  have  been  recently  established  for  the  purpose 
ot  trading  in  Eastern  Siberia  and  Manchuria,  wish  to  get  into 
touch  with  manufacturers,  merchants,  or  ot^'ers  desirous  of  doing 
business  in  the  following  classes  of  goods  likely  to  be  of  interest 
in  those  countries : — Woollens,  pottery,  glassware,  belting,  rail¬ 
way  materials,  electric  lighting  accessories,  dynamos,  fans,  etc. 
(Reference  No.  386.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


HOSIERY  AND  UNDERWEAR. — An  American  manufac¬ 
turers’  agent,  with  an  office  in  New  York,  desires  to  get  into 
touch  with  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  hosiery  and  under¬ 
wear  (men’s,  women’s,  and  children’s),  with  a  view  to  acting  as 
their  representative,  on  a  commission  basis,  in  the  United  States. 
(Reference  No.  387.) 

PRECISION  MACHINERY.  TOOLS  AND  APPLIANCES 
USED  IN  THE  METAL  WORKING  INDUSTRIES— A  New 
Vork  firm  of  manufacturers’  agents  desire  to  get  into  touch  with 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  precision  machinery,  and  of 
new  tools  and  appliances  used  in  the  metal-working  industries, 
with  a  view  to  acting  as  their  representatives.  They  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  import  on  their  own  account,  on  a  consignment,  or  on  a 
commission  basis,  and  are  understood  to  have  facilities  for  cover¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  the  United  States.  (Reference  No.  388.) 

C.4RPETS. — A  British  firm  established  in  San  Francisco, 
Califoniia,  with  selling  facilities  for  the  Pacific  Coast  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  desire  to  get  into  touch  with  United 
Kingdom  manufacturers  of  Axminster,  Wilton  and  other  high- 
cla.'xs  carpets,  with  a  view  to  acting  as  their  representatives.  It 
is  understood  that  the  I»ndon  buying  office  of  this  firm  would 
make  the  purcha.ses  and  attend  to  shipment,  etc.,  from  this 
country.  (Reference  No  389.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


LATIN  AMERICA. 


REPUBLIC  OF  PANAMA. 

BISCUITS  AND  SHORTBREAD —H.M.  Charge  d’Afiaires. 
Panama,  reports  that  a  British  firm  of  commission  agents  in 
Panama  are  desirous  of  representing,  in  Panama,  a  British  firm 
of  biscuit,  .and  particularly  shortbread,  manidacturers.  (Refer¬ 
ence  No.  39t'.) 


URUGUAY. 

CONSTRUCTION  MATERIALS,  WIRES  AND  ROPES. 
OFh'ICE  REQUIREMENTS. — X  firm  of  commission  agents  resi¬ 
dent  in  Montevideo  desire  to  represent  British  firms  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  lines: — Construction  materials,  wires  and  ropes,  and 
goods  for  all  kinds  of  offices.  (Reference  No  391.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


COLONIAL  PUBLICATIONS  RECEIVED. 

list  of  Colonial  Publications  on  Trade  and  other  subjects 
recently  received  and  filed  or  reference  at  the  Enquiry  Office 
We.stminster,  S.W.  1 : — 


Commonwealth  of  Australia ; — 

Science  and  Industry.  No.  11.  Vol.  2.  November. 

South  Australia  : 

Financial  Statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  South  .^u.etralia.  Made 
October  21st.  1920. 

Canada : 

Departmfst  or  the  interior: 

Central  British  Columbia:  A  New  Field  for  Exploitation 

South  Africa : 

Department  of  Customs  and  Excise: 

Trade  of  ths  Union  of  South  Africa.  Southern  and  Northern 
Ithodesia.  and  British  South  Africa.  Month  of  November,  1920. 

QoH  Coatti 

Oovemment  of  the  Gold  Coast  Report  of  the  Agricultural  Depart¬ 
ment  fOT  the  Year  1910. 


Government  Notices 
affecting  Trade. 

POSTAL  SECTION. 


MAILS  FOR  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

The  Postmaster-General  announces  that  the  mails  for 
.South  Africa  will  be  despatched  on  Thursday,  24th  instant, 
instead  of  on  Good  Friday. 


GENERAL  SECTION. 

NON-FERROUS  METAL  INDUSTRY  ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  in  accordance  with  Section  1,  Sub- 
Section  7,  of  the  Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry  Act,  1918  (7 
and  8  Geo.  5,  Ch.  67),  and  No.  II  of  the  Statutory  Rules  and 
Orders  No.  265  of  1918  (Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry),  that 
licences  under  the  Non-Ferrous  Metal  Industry  Act,  have 
been  granted  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  undermentioned 
companies,  firms,  or  individuals:  — 

Bush,  Beach  and  Gent,  Limited,  10,  Union  Court,  Old  Broad 
Street,  London,  E.C.2. 

Garrick  and  Brockbank,  Limited,  13,  Chapel  Walks. 
Manchester. 

Merchant  Trading  Company,  Limited,  21,  Old  Broad  Street, 
London,  E.C.  2. 

Rollet  and  Company,  Limited,  H.,  .34  and  .36,  Rosebery 
Ax'enue,  London,  E.C.  I. 

Watts,  Hardy  and  Company  (1920),  LimitfHl,  2,  St.  Mary’s 
Chambers,  St.  Mary  Axe,  London,  E.C.  3. 


PATENTS  AND  DESIGNS  ACTS.  1907  AND 
1919:  LICENCES  OF  RIGHT. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  Section  24  of  the  Acts,  the  undermentioned  Patents  were 
endorsed  “Lieences  of  Right”  on  the  18th  dav  of  March, 
1921:  — 


No.  and  Tear  | 

of  Patent.  Grantee.  Title. 


39S0/12 

4497/12 

27219/13 

30((0«/10 

11321/11 

11.325/11 

12.S56/12 


Ruahworth,  G.  A.  W.  j  "  Improvement*  In  duplicating  rna- 
I  chines." 

Blum,  C . ;  "Improvements  In,  and  relating  lo, 

I  antomobile  road  vehicles." 

Norsk  Hydro-Elek-  j  "  Improvement*  In,  or  relatini;  to,  the 

trlsk  Kvaelstofak-  dr^ng  of  liiiulds  and  vapours." 

ttesclskab.  i 

**  Improvement*  In  friction  clutches." 

I  "  Improvement*  In,  or  relating  to,  tor- 
I  pedoes." 

I  "  Improvements  In  or  relating  to,  auto- 
I  mobile  torpedoes." 

I  "  Atomiser  for  the  liquid  of  explosion 
i  motors." 


14fiti2/12 

29:<'I2/12 

219.'.0/13 

219.39/13 

16798/15 


124,789  I 
(4504/16)  I 

22433  14  ' 

5314/15 

125,641 

(13822/16) 

127,263 

(.326/16) 

122,948 

(1403/18) 


11.3,611 

(2316/18) 

115,813 

(4670/18) 

120.043 

(16165/18) 

122,494 

(1621/18) 

149,124 
(17220/19) 
[Patent  of 
Addition] 
150,760 
(8428/19) 


Schneider,  E. 


Schneider  et  Ole 


Det  Norske  Aktlesel- 
skab  for  Elecktro- 
kemlsk  Industrl 
Norsk  Industrl-Hy- 
potekbank. 

Straus,  A.  L. 

Furber,  F.  M. 

Spillmann,  H. 


Improvements  In  fuel  Injection  devices 
for  Internal  combustion  engines." 

Improvements  In,  or  relating  to,  sub¬ 
marine  mines." 

Improvements  in,  or  relating  to,  auto¬ 
mobile  torpedoes." 

Improvements  In,  or  relating  to,  auto¬ 
mobile  torpedoes." 

Improved  power-transmitting  and 
steering  mechanism  for  caterpillar 
tractors." 

Improvements  In  apparatus  for  regulat¬ 
ing  the  depth  of  Immersion  of  sub¬ 
marine  mines.” 

Improvements  In,  or  relating  to,  sub¬ 
marine  mines." 

Improvements  In,  or  relating  to 
gyroscopic  apparatus." 

Improvements  In  motor  vehicle*  of 
the  endless  track  type.” 

'  Improvements  In,  or  relating  to,  sub¬ 
marine  mines." 

Process  for  the  manufacture  of  alum¬ 
inium  compounds  poor  in  iron.” 


"  Non-alcoholic  beverage  and  process 
of  making  same,” 

"  An  Improved  spark  ping  and  method 
of  manufacturing  same.” 

"  Improvement*  in  lathe  chucks.” 


]  "  Improved  starting  apparatus  for  use 
i  with  Internal  combustion  engines  and 

j  other  power  shafts.” 

Odler,  A.  I.  "Improved  apparatus  for  starting  In- 

I  temal  combm<tlon  engine*.” 


Carey,  3.  C . i  "Improvement*  In  binding  and  sealing 

!  shipping  packages.” 


The  Patent  Office.  W.  Temple  Franks, 

Comptroller-General . 
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Commercial  Returns. 


COTTON  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

THE  WEEKLY  RETURN. 

Hfturn  of  the  Numl)er  of  Bales  of  Cotton  Imported  and  Exported 
at  the  Various  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  "eek 


Week 
ended 
17th  March 
1921. 

11  Week* 
ended 
17th  March 
1921. 

Week 
ended 
17th  March 
1921. 

11  Weeks 
ended 
17th  March 
1921. 

Impo 

BT8. 

Exp 

OBT8 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Balea 

Bale*. 

.Ainericiin  .. 
Brazilian 

East  Indian 

Egyptian 

MiBoellaneons 

28,779 

581 

741* 

387,696 

5,541 

1 1 .967 
61,408 
31,633t 

6,038 

552 

641 

18 

61,661 

534 

5,9’22 

8,463 

3,393 

Total  ^ 

30,101 

498,145 

6,249 

69,973 

East  African.  ^  . 

1"  Including  4-8  bales  liritish  West  Indian,  6,787  bsles  British 
West  African,  247  bales  British  East  African,  and  806  bales 
Foreign  East  African. 

CORN  PRICES. 

Statement  showing  the  average  price  of  British  Corn  per  quarter 
of  8  bushels  Imperial  Sleasure,*  as  received  from  the 
Inspectors  of  Corn  Returns  in  the  week  ended  19th  March, 
1921,  pursuant  to  the  Corn  Returns  Act,  1882 


Average  Price. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oata. 

a. 

d. 

a. 

d. 

1. 

d. 

Weekended  19th  March,  1921. 

87 

2 

52 

7 

35 

5 

CofTeapondiog  week  in — 

1914  .. 

31 

4 

25 

7 

18 

8 

1915  _ 

64 

3 

31 

11 

3i) 

6 

1916  - 

65 

11 

54 

6 

31 

4 

1917 

80 

3 

65 

6 

50 

4 

1918  _ 

72 

3 

56 

9 

50 

3 

1919  -  . 

72 

7 

62 

1 

46 

4 

1920  _  . 

72 

7 

93 

10 

67 

9 

of  Durchases  of  British  com  *re  made  to  the  local  lu»pecUjr  of  Cort 
Returns  lU  anj  other  meseure  than  the  imperial  bushel  or  l>j  weight  m 
M  a  weighed  n.casure  that  officer  .hall  convert  such  returns  Into  thr 
imoeria)  bnshet,  and  in  the  case  of  weight  or  weighed  measure  th. 
conversion  ie  to  he  made  at  the  rate  of  sixtj  imperial  ponnde  for  everj 
buebel  of  wheat.  Aft;  imperial  pounds  for  every  bushel  of  harley  anc 
thirty-nine  Imperial  pounde  for  every  bn^hel  of  oat. 

CEREAL  CROP  PROSPECTS  AND  LIVESTOCK 
RETURNS. 

The  Statistiral  Bureau  of  the  International  Institute  of 
Agriculture,  Rome,  announces  in  its  monthly  Bulletin  that 
the  conditions  of  the  cereal  crops  continue  fairly  favourable 
in  Western  Europe,  United  States,  Japan,  and  in  North 
Africa. 

The  aggregate  winter  .sowings  cover  a  fully  average  area  in 
Belgium,  Bulgaria,  France,  Spain,  Finland,  Great  Britain, 
and  Norway.  Prospects  of  the  wheat  crop  in  British  India 
have  slightly  improved,  hut  the  area  is  only  7^  per  cent,  of 
the  average.  Ocean  rates  of  freight  for  grain  have  further 
declined  in  February,  yith  the  exception  of  those  from 
Argentina. 

Returns  of  Live  Stock  in  Prussia  indicate  an  increase 
during  1920  of  5  per  cent,  in  cattle,  h*)  per  cent,  in  sheep,  and 
24  per  cent,  in  pigs.  In  the  United  States  cattle  decreased  hy 
4  per  cent,  and  pigs  hy  7  per  cent.,  during  the  same  year. 
Returns  puhlished  concerning  the  first  Live  Stock  Census  in 
Tnd’'a  show  that  the  number  of  cattle  was  146  millions  in 
.April  last. 


RECENT  OFFICIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Pnhlications  relating  to  commerce,  indostry,  etc.,  recently 
'ssned  To  he  obtained  from  H.M.  Stationery  Office,  Imperial 
IToiise,  Kingsway,  London,  W.C.  2,  and  Branches  (Post-free 
prices  are  in  parenthesis.) 

Administration.  Order  in  Council.  14th  February.  1921.  applying  the 
Colonial  Probate*  Act.  1892.  to  the  Colony  of  Gambia.  S.fi  0.2«8.  OM.) 
Air  Ministry.  A.K.D./2.  Air  Navigation  Act*.  1911  to  1919.  Direction* 
Issued  bv'the  Secretary  of  State  for  Air  under  the  Air  Navigation 
PegiilaMon*.  1919.  22nd  December,  1920.  (IJd.) 


Aliens  Order,  1920.  A  Eetum  of  Allen  Paasenger*  landed  and  embarked 
in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  three  month*  ending  December  SI. 
1920.  (Cmd.  1177.)  (Ifd.) 

Bank  of  England.  Copy  of  all  Applicationg  made  to  the  Bank  of  England 
for  Advance*  to  Government  Authorised  by  Parliament,  from  the  nth 
January,  1920,  to  th©  6th  January,  1921.  II.C.  24.  (Ipl.) 

Bill*  in  Parliament; — 

BankH  (Official  .\u(litlng).  H  C.  26.  (IM.) 

Coal  Mines  (Decontrol).  H.C.  33.  (IJa.) 

Merchant  Shipping.  H  C.  30.  (Ud.) 

Boiler  K.\ploeion.  Report  No.  2,622.  Explosion  from  a  Boiler  on  Board 
the  SS.  Monnette.  O  N.1094f,2  (6}d.) 

Bulgaria.  Handbook  of.  (8s.) 

Coal  Mines  (De-control).  H.C.  ftS.  (Rd.) 

Customs  and  Excise  Form  .■>8.  (Revised  edition.)  (1*.  per  quire  of  4K 
forms.) 

Department  of  Overseas  Tr.ade.  General  Report  on  the  Industries  and 
Commerce  of  Spain.  December,  1920.  (Is.  7jd  ) 

Department  of  .Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  Fuel  Research  Board 
Technical  Paper  No.  1.  The  Assay  of  Coal  for  Carbonisation  Purposes; 
a  New  I.,aboratory  Method.  (7d.) 

Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  Fuel  Research  Board 
Technical  Paper  No.  2.  Report  on  the  Simmance  Total  Heat  Recording 
Calorimeter.  (lORl.) 

Harbour  (Temporary  Increase  of  Chargee)  Ordiv.  25th  Fehruarv  I9-U 
Swansea  S.R.O.  2.60.  (Ifd.) 

Historica]  Monument*  (England).  Royal  Commission  Essex  (North- 
West.)  (Round  in  Cloth.)  (,S4».  Od.l 
H.M.  Office  of  Works.  Schedule  of  Particulars  relating  to  the  vraiou* 
Housing  Schemes  now  being  undertaken  hv  H.M.  Office  of  Works  on 
behalf  of  Local  Authorities  In  England  and  Wales  (Cmd.  1175.)  did.) 
Industrial  Courts  Act,  1919.  Report  hy  a  Court  of  Inquirv  concerning  the 
Dispute  in  the  Tramway  Industry.  H.C..S7.  (Sd.) 

Mine*  Department.  Miners’  Lamps  Committee.  Memorandum  No.  8. 
Report  on  the  Supply  of  Spare  Parts  or  Fittings  for  the  repair  and 
renewal  of  Safety  Lamp*.  (4d.) 

•Mines.  Precautions'  against  Coal  Dusti- 

Test  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  Determining  the  amount 
of  Comhnstihte  Matter  in  Dust  Mixtures  which  contain  Carhonates. 
S.R.O.  2no  did.) 

Test  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  Determining  the  amount 
of  Combustible  Matter  in  Moist  Dust  Mixtures  which  cannot  he 
sieved.  S.R.O  261.  (lid.) 

Mine*.  Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  23rd  Fehrnary,  amending  the 
Order.  2l8t  January,  1921.  As  to  the  Qualifications  of  Siin-evors  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Coal  Mines  Act,  1911.  S.R.O.2.65.  (IM  ) 

Ministry  of  Health  .Aet,  1919.  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
•shops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Draft  Order,  1921.  H.C. 34.  (lid) 

Ministry  of  Tranfqmrt.  16th  Annual  Report  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Ko,ad  Improvement  Fund.  H.C. 16.  (Is.  2id.) 

Ministry  of  Transport.  Railway  statistics.  No.  18.  (Is  8d ) 
Miwilaneoiis.  No.  R.  (1921.)  IVaft  Mandate*  for  Merwupotamiia  and 
Palestine.  A*  submitted  for  the  Approval  of  the  I,eagne  of  Nation* 
(Cmd.  1176.)  (Sd.) 

Overseas  Trade.  Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  17th  Fehniarv,  ’pei,  under 
See  .8  of  the  Overseas  Trade  (Credits  and  Insurance)  Act.  1920,  adding 
Austria  to  the  Schedule  to  that  Act.  S.R.O.  268.  (Rd.) 

Patents,  Designs  and  Trade  Marks.  Order  in  Council,  14th  Fehruarv 
applying  the  provisions  of  Section  91  of  the  Patents  and  Designs  Act! 
1907,  a.s  amended,  as  to  Patents.  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  to  the 
Serh-Croat-SIovene  State.  S.R.0.267.  (IJd.) 

Peace  Treaties.  Treaty  (of  Saint  German-en-Ijive)  with  Austria.  The 
vi^atv  of  Peace  (Austria)  (Amendment)  Order,  14th  Fehruarv,  1921. 
“.n.O.?69.  n|d.) 

Peace  Treatie*.  Treaty  (of  NeiillIy-*ur-Seine)  with  Bulgaria.  The  Treaty 
of  Peace  (Bulgaria)  (Amendment)  Order,  14th  February,  1921.  S  P  O  27(i 
(IRl.) 

Peace  Treaties.  Treaty  (of  Versaille*)  with  Germanv.  The  Treaty  of 
Peace  (Amendment)  Order.  I4th  February.  S.R.0.268.  (lid.) 

Peace  Handhook*.  Vol.  XTI.  China,  Japan.  Siam  (15*  7d  ) 

Pilotage  (Provis4onaI  Orders)  Bill.  No.  1.  H.C.  22.  (lid) 

Post  Offlee  Engineering  Department.  Technical  Pa’mphlet*  for  Workmen;— 
General  Principlea  of  M’ireless  Transmission  and  Reception. 

P.W. — H.T.  Open  Line  Construction.  Part  I.  (7d.) 

P.W.— B.7.  Western  Eleetrie  Duplex  Multiplex.  Mnrrav  Duplex  Miiitl- 
jmx.  Siemens  and  Halske  Automatic  Tvpe-Printing  Sv*tem  (7d.) 
P.W.— D, IS.  Dlstrihutlon  Case*.  M.D.F.  and  I.D.F.  (7d.) 

Profiteering  .Act*.  1919  and  1926.  Report  on  a  Scheme  for  Maximum 
Retail  Prices  for  Coal  in  Tamdon.  Prepared  hv  a  Snh-Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  bv  the  Standing  Comqiittee*  on  the  Investigation  of  Prices  and 
Trusts.  (Cmd.  1161.)  (Sd.) 

Proflti  prine  Acts.  1919  and  1926.  Findings  and  Decisions  of  a  further 
enqnirv  into  the  alleged  existence  of  a  combine  among  mannfaetnrers 
of  Bewine  Cotton,  and  its  effect,  if  proved  to  exist.  (Third  Report.) 
(Cmd  1178.)  (Ud.) 

Public  Aocoiints.  2nd  Report  from  the  Committee.  n.C.46.  (Ud  > 
Railway  Returns.  Returns  of  the  Capital,  Traffic,  Receipts  and  Working 
Expenditure,  etc.,  of  the  Railway  Companies  of  United  Kingdom  for 
the  .year  1919.  (fhnd.  1166.)  (.3#.  6Jd.) 

Report  on  Conciliation  and  Arbitration.  Including  proceedings  under 
the  Conciliation  Act.  1896.  Coal  Mines  (Minimum  Wave)  Act.  1912, 
Wages  (Temporary  Regulations)  Acts.  1918-1919,  Restoration  of  Pre¬ 
war  Practices  Act,  1919.  and  Industrial  Courts  Act.  1919.  H.C  221.  (48.) 
Russian  Trade  Agreement  Trade  Agreement  between  H.AT.  Government 
and  the  Government  of  the  Russian  Socialiet.  Federal  Poviet  Republic. 
(Cmd.  1267.)  (2d) 

Technical  Report  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics  for  1917-18. 
Vol.  1.  Model  Work.  (228.) 

The  Coming  Census.  (Census  Day.  24th  April.  1921.)  Why  it  is  Taken; 

How  it  Is  Taken,  and  How  to  fill  np  the  Census  Sehednie..  (7Jd.) 

The  Ship  Captain's  Medical  Guide.  Reprinted  1921.  (Ss  2d.) 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Governing  Bodv  of  the  Imperial  College 
of  Science  and  Technology,  for  the  year  ending  Sist  July,  1926.  (Is.  Rd.) 
Trade  Board*: — 

Order,  26th  January,  1921.  Rates  for  Male  and  Female  Workers  In 
the  Cotton  Waste  Reclamation  Trade  in  Great  Britain.  S.R.O.  178. 
(2Id). 

Order,  iBt  February,  1921,  under  the  Trade  Boards  Act.  1918,  confirming 
Rate*  in  the  M.ichine-made  Lace  and  Net  Finishing  Trade.  S.R.O. 
179.  (.8Id.) 

Order  of  16th  Fehruary,  under  the  Trade  Board*  Act,  1918.  confirming 
Rate*  fixed  for  Male  Worker*  In  the  I.inen  and  Cotton  Handkerchief 
and  Household  Goods  and  Linen  Piece  Goods  Trade  in  Great  Britain. 
S.R.O.  278.  (24d.) 

Regulatione  under  the  Trade  Board*  Act,  1969,  resnecting  the  Trade 
Board  for  the  Ostrich  and  Fancy  Feather  and  Artificial  Flower 
Trade  In  Great  Britain.  S.R.O.  176.  (2Id.) 

Trade  and  Navigation.  .Monthly  Accounts  relating  to  Trade  and  Naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  each  month  during  the  year  1921. 
Fehniarv  1921.  R.C.261.  (8*.  5d.) 

Treasury  Chest  Fund,  1919-20.  An  Aceonnt  showing  all  the  Sum*  which 
have  been  received  Into  the  Treasury  Che*t,  and  which  have  been  paid 
out  of  the  same,  between  1st  April,  1919,  and  Sist  March,  1926.  (IM.) 
Wood*,  Forest*  and  I^and  Revenues.  Abstract  Accounts,  1919-20,  of  the 
Commissioner*  of,  H.M.,  for  year  ended  21*t  March,  1920,  etc.  (Sd.) 
Wreck  Enquiry  Report*: — 

7758  SH.  Hrimest^d.  (O^d.) 
s  ,344  ss.  Orisaha.  f6*d.) 


